
Are Miracles Happening Today?

Introduction
• Are miracles happening today?  Many say “yes”.

• Catholic church: to become a “saint”, you need to have worked at least two confirmed 
miracles during your lifetime.

• Pentecostal church: people speaking in tongues, prophesying, and sometimes healing 
today.

• Mormonism: Joseph Smith claims to have received special revelations from God which he 
recorded in the Book of Mormon in the mid 1800’s.  He also claims to have raised his 
father from the dead.

• Evangelicalism: no miraculous deeds or prophecy, but individual Christians still receiving 
special messages from God telling them what specific decisions they should make about 
jobs, marriage, etc…

• Miracles are for authority
• Jesus did miracles to prove He had authority from God

• Mat 9:4-6: And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, “Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? 
Which is easier, to say, ‘ Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk’? But so that you 
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” —then He *said to the 
paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.

• He claimed to be a prophet teaching the truth, but not everyone believed He was true.
• To prove that His words had divine authority, He proved that He possessed divine 

authority by working a divine miracle.
• If Jesus really does have divine authority, then we need to accept His word.

• If someone is doing miracles today, that means they have divine authority and we need to 
do what they say.

• The question of whether or not miracles are happening today is a question of who has 
the divine authority, or where can I find divine authority.

• All these previously mentioned faiths claim to be working miracles, which means they 
claim to be teaching with divine authority, and yet, they teach completely different 
things.

• Are any of these faiths really working miracles by the divine authority of God?  If so, 
which?  And who should I believe and follow?

• The significance of this lesson
• Whether or not miracles are happening today will determine who we believe, and what 

we do.

What Is a Miracle?
• When God empowers a human to do supernatural things

• Acts 3:14-16: And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were 
constantly added to their number, to such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the 
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streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall 
on any one of them. Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming 
together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being 
healed.

• Acts 19:11-12: God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that 
handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them 
and the evil spirits went out.

• Here is a list of supernatural miracles God would work through people:
• I Cor 12:8-10: For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word 

of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, 
and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another 
the interpretation of tongues.

• We are not referring to God’s divine intervention
• EX: someone is sick with cancer.  We pray, “Lord, if it be your will, please heal this 

person”.  Within the month, they are inexplicably better.  It seems hard to be able to 
attribute their restored health to anything but God’s divine intervention.  It might be 
supernatural, but those who prayed did not do a miracle.

• A miracle is when God has given us the authority to not just pray “…if it be your will…”,  
but rather say, “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk” (Acts 3:6), and the man 
gets up to walk.

How Do People Get the Ability to Do Miracles?
• It is without question that the Bible Christians had the ability to do miracles, but how did they 

get that ability?

• The Apostles received the ability to do miracles from Jesus
• Jesus had many disciples, but specially called twelve to be “apostles”.  
• He gave these twelve apostles the ability to work miracles during His ministry.

• Mat 10:1: Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

• Jesus promised to give them even more power by sending the Holy Spirit after His death, 
resurrection, and ascension to heaven.

• Jn 14:25-26: “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

• Act 1:8: but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.

• Just like Jesus says, the Holy Spirit comes upon the Apostles, and immediately they have 
divine knowledge, and speak prophesy revealing God’s divine will to the multitudes telling 
them what to do.

• Acts 2:38: Peter said to them, “ Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

• They also have the power to work miracles in subsequent chapters (as cited previously).
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• Other Christians receive the ability to do miracles from the apostles
• In the first few chapters we only see the apostles working miracles, but by chapter six, we 

see that other Christians like Stephen could do miracles as well.
• Acts 6:8: And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs 

among the people.
• We come to find later that their ability to do miracles came from the apostles.
• In Acts 8, Philip goes to Samaria teaching the gospel and working miracles.

• Acts 8:6-8: The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, 
as they heard and saw the signs which he was performing. For in the case of many who 
had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many 
who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. So there was much rejoicing in that city.

• The crowds believe and were baptized, but it doesn’t say anything about them receiving 
the power to work miracles.

• Acts 8:12: But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.

• The apostles hear about the new Christians in Samaria, and they decide they want 
to visit so that they can pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit.

• Acts 8:14: Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.

• (It doesn’t always, but in this context, receiving the Holy Spirit refers 
specifically to receiving the ability to do miracles).

• The christians receive miraculous abilities, and Simon, a new convert who was 
formerly a false magician, coveted this power (the authority to give people the 
ability to do miracles)

• Acts 8:18-19: Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, saying, “Give this 
authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit.

• Peter rebukes Simon for this covetous desire, and Simon repents.
• This shows that Christians only received miraculous abilities from the apostles.

• Philip wasn’t an apostle, so he didn’t have the power to give miracles to the 
Christians there.  

• Only the apostles had this power
• The apostles had to make a special trip for this purpose.
• Simon hadn’t seen this power in Philip, which is why he asked to buy it 

from the apostles.
• Paul, also being an apostle, does the same thing.

• Acts 19:6: And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.

• There are some special cases:
• Paul, being an apostle received it directly from Jesus.
• Cornelius and his friends who received the ability to speak tongues straight 

from heaven as proof that God was saving them by faith in Christ as well.
• But the Biblical pattern is that Christians receive their miraculous abilities from 

the apostles.

Why from the apostles?
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• Miracles are all about showing divine authority.
• Jesus’ apostles were specially chosen to be Christ’s ambassadors and the 

standard.  
• They were to be the standard of truth.  The apostle’s teaching was THE truth.
• By Jesus making them the source of all His miracles, He proved their word to be 

be the authority and standard of truth.

Are Miracles Happening Today?
• The source of miracles:

• The apostles were the source of miraculous ability.  If there are no more apostles, there is 
no authority to give people the power to work miracles.  This means there are no more 
miracles.

• If only the apostles have the authority to give people miraculous powers, when they all 
die, that authority dies with them.

• They might be outlived by some of the prophets that they gave powers to, but 
eventually those prophets will die as well.

• This means that miracles are going to naturally stop.

• Are there apostles today?
• No.  I need to prove this point, but I’m not going to prove that now, but most of us 

agree on that.
• If you don’t, we can talk further.

• This should lead us to believe that miracles are not happening today.

• If they are still happening, it’s because God is doing something different then the pattern 
He gave us in the book of Acts.

• I Corinthians 13
• Context:

• Corinthians had miraculous abilities.
• This made them proud, and they acted arrogantly by 

bragging.
• Paul is going to compare spiritual gifts with love

• He will humble them by showing that love is more 
important.

• They should stop bragging because of their spiritual gifts, and get busy loving each 
other instead.

• He shows that love is superior to spiritual gifts in two ways:
• Verses 1-3: Love is essential (spiritual gifts are not)
• Verses 8-13: Love is eternal (spiritual gifts are not)
• We will discuss verses 8-13.

Miraculous Abilities Are Going to End
• 8:

• Love: never fails, stops, it goes on forever, it will last forever.
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powers.



• Spiritual gifts:
• Prophecy: done away
• Tongues: cease
• Knowledge: done away

• These are all three miraculous abilities.
• These three are listed because they are the most relevant to the Corinthians 

circumstances.
• They are representative of all spiritual gifts / miracles.
• They are all going to stop.

Miraculous abilities end.  When?

When Will Miraculous Abilities End?
• 9-10:

• The part
• Prophesy part
• Know part

• The perfect
• There is a “perfect” that is coming

• When the perfect comes, the part will end
• The part refers to spiritual gifts.
• When the “perfect” comes, spiritual gifts will end.

Miraculous abilities will end when the perfect comes.  What is the perfect?  

• If we know what the perfect is, we will know whether it’s come or not.  If it has 
come already, miracles are no longer happening.  If it has not come yet, then 
miracles are still happening.

What is the perfect?
• Part and perfect are related.

• Part is a portion of something.
• Perfect is all of something.

• We typically use perfect for being without 
defect.

• Bible uses is often for complete, full, 
mature, finished.

• Part and perfect are referring to the same thing.
• The part is PART of some THING.
• The perfect is ALL of some THING,
• If we know what the part refers to, we will know what the perfect is

• What did they prophesy and know?
• The prophesied the word of God.
• The know the will of God.

• The perfect refers to…
• ALL the word of God.
• ALL the will of God.
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Mat 5:48: Therefore you are to be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.

Phil 3:12: Not that I have already obtained it or 
have already become perfect, but I press on so 
that I may lay hold of that for which also I was 

laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

Perfect = 
God’s complete 

revelation



The perfect is God’s complete revelation.  Has God’s complete revelation come?

Has the perfect come?
• God has spoken all His word, and revealed all His will in the Bible.

• Gal 1:8: But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to 
what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed.

• Jd 3: Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt 
the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all handed down to the saints.

• II Pet 1:3: seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

• The Bible is the complete revelation of God.
• The Bible has come = the perfect has come = miracles have ceased.
• Fits historically

• The apostles and miracles were dying…
• …at the time all NT texts (the completed Bible) were already written and being 

copied and distributed.

Why did miracles end?
• 11-12:

• 11: they were immature, but the the complete revelation 
of God is mature.

• 12: they were unclear, but the complete revelation of 
God is clear.

• Time of miracles
• You didn’t know whole revelation of God…

• Only what you are prophesying
• Or what you remember from your past prophesy
• Or what you remember from someone else’s past prophesy.
• EX: Imagine three months ago I read I Corinthians, and that’s the last time you 

heard it.
• You don’t know what is the revelation of God.

• There were false prophets.
• They had to test spirits.
• They had the challenging of determining what was from God or not.

• Time of the perfect
• We have the word written in front to read and reread without limit.
• We don’t question what the word of God is, but what it means.
• How can we discuss what it means, if we can’t even look together on a page and at 

least agree with what God said in the first place.
• Miracles are no longer necessary

• God gives miracles to empower people to do things they can’t do alone.
• They couldn’t convince people without miracles.
• They didn’t have reason to believe without miracles.

• Today, we can convince and believe without miracles.
• The perfect revelation of God is sufficient for us to believe.
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can know the exact truth about 
what he has been taught.  The 
inspired written word presents 

the truth more exactly.



• Why do you believe?  Witnessed a miracles?  Or convinced by the word?

Practical Conclusions
• There are false miracles today

• There have always been people doing fake miracles, and they will continue to do so today.
• Acts 8:9-11: Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the 

city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; and they all, from 
smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, “ This man is what is called the Great 
Power of God.” And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished 
them with his magic arts.

• Mat 7:22-23: Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast 
out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles? ’ 
And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from ME, you who practice lawlessness.

• Just because someone says it’s a miracle, it doesn’t 
mean that it is.

• Faith doesn’t mean believing every alleged miracle.

• There are false christs and false prophets today
• There will always be liars claiming to be prophets of God.
• Mk 13:21-22: And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; 

do not believe him; for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, 
in order to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in 
advance.

• Today, there will be people will using miracles to prove their authority and lead you from 
the truth.

• You’re not a prophet
• We wouldn’t consider ourselves to be prophets…

• But sometimes we think God speaks to us in 
dreams.

• Or in whispers in our head.
• This constitutes us as prophets 

• Stop believing your dreams or the whispers in your 
head.

• You are not a prophet, and God is not speaking to 
you.

• EX: a man chose to marry after divorce because 
God told him to marry that woman.

• Only trust the authority of the Bible
• Don’t trust so-called miracles.
• Only trust the Bible.
• False doctrines confirmed by miracles

• Adventist teaching binds the Sabbath on scripture even 
though scripture clearly says we should not judge each 
other concerning the Sabbath. 
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They claimed to be doing 
miracles, but really it was 

lawlessness. 
 

There are so called “miracles” 
done in many churches today that 

aren’t miracles.  They are 
lawlessness.

Duet 13:1-3 “If a prophet or a dreamer 
of dreams arises among you and gives 
you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or 

the wonder comes true, concerning 
which he spoke to you, saying, ‘ Let us 
go after other gods (whom you have not 
known) and let us serve them,’ you shall 
not listen to the words of that prophet or 

that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord 
your God is testing you to find out if you 

love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul.

Col 2:16: Therefore no one 
is to act as your judge in 

regard to food or drink or in 
respect to a festival or a new 

moon or a Sabbath day.



• They believe this because she claimed to receive a divine vision where God told her 
they needed to keep the Sabbath.

• Don’t believe a “miracle” that contradicts Biblical text.
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