
Deuteronomy Introduction 

Historical Context 
• History so far:


• God makes three promises to Abraham: nation, land, and blessing.

• Fulfilling the first promise: 


• God has created the nation.

• He preserved Abraham’s family in Genesis

• He multiplied them and made them His special nation in Exodus.


• Fulfilling the second promise:

• Exodus:


• God delivers the Israelite nation from Egyptian Slavery.

• God bring nation to Mt. Sinai where He makes covenant with them.


• Leviticus: God gives them more religious laws to follow.

• Numbers:


• God brings the nation to Kadesh-barnea at the border of the Promised Land.

• The nation lacks faith and refuses to enter.

• God curses them to forty years of wandering in the wilderness during which the 

entire generation of 20+ die.

• As the end of the forty years approaches, they travel from the Arabian peninsula 

near the Gulf of Akabah towards the Arabah east of the Jordan.

• As they do so, they travel around Edom territory, and through Moabite territory.

• As they enter into the land east of the Jordan, they conquer two Canaanite kings, 

Og of Bashon and Sihon of Hesbon, and possess their territory.

• Deuteronomy:


• Now as they are on the border of the Promised Land was again (this time east of 
the Jordan) poised to enter in, Moses delivers a final speech of exhortation and 
delivers His last exposition of the Law (this is what the book in about).


• The events of Deuteronomy span a single month.

• After Moses address the people for the last time, Joshua is appointed to be the 

new leader to lead the people into the land, and Moses goes up Mt. Pisgah to die.


Author 
• Moses:


• He spoke the words:

• Deut 1:1: These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the 

wilderness…

• Deut 4:44-45: Now this is the law which Moses set before the sons of Israel; these are the 

testimonies and the statutes and the ordinances which Moses spoke to the sons of Israel, 
when they came out from Egypt 

• Deut. 
• He also wrote the words:


• Deut 31:22: So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the sons of Israel.

• Deut 32:24: It came about, when Moses finished writing the words of this law in a book until 

they were complete
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Name 
• The Tanakh:


• The Hebrew title is taken from the opening phrase Eleh ha-devarim, "These are the 
words…”. - wiki


• The Bible:

• The Greek title from the Septuagint: deuteronomion = “Second law”

• This idea conveys that this is a second law, or law part two.

• Not only is the concept erroneous, but it also comes from the erroneous translation of 

“copy of the law” in Deut 17:18: “Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his 
kingdom, he shall write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical 
priests.


• So better yet, when we think of Deuteronomy, don’t think of “second law”, but rather, a 
second giving of the Law.


Purpose 
• Expound upon the law


• Deut 1:5: Across the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to expound this law.

• Expounding laws:


• This isn’t giving a new law, or additional laws, but rather repeating laws, and 
sometimes providing additional exposition.


• Though there is plenty of new material in Deuteronomy, there are few completely 
original laws.


• Expounding "the Law”

• More than just adding some addendums to preexisting laws, he expounds on the 

proper motives and attitudes of a true servant of God.

• Examples:


• Deut 6:4-5: Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.


• Deut 4:7-9: For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the Lord our 
God whenever we call on Him? Or what great nation is there that has statutes and 
judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? “Only give 
heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things which 
your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; but 
make them known to your sons and your grandsons.


• Deut 4:27-29: The Lord will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in 
number among the nations where the Lord drives you. There you will serve gods, the work 
of man’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. But from 
there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all 
your heart and all your soul.


• Reteaching the Israelites

• The previous generation that was 20+ upon leaving Egypt has died in the wilderness.

• Moses is equipping this new generation that was less than 20 years old upon first 

receiving the Law at Horeb (Sinai).

• However this generation has seen the works of God (Deut 11:2, 7: Know this day that I am 

not speaking with your sons who have not known and who have not seen the discipline of the Lord 
your God … but your own eyes have seen all the great work of the Lord which He did.)


• Prepping the nation to live in the land
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• Conquering the land:

• Deut 7:1-6: When the Lord your God brings you into the land where you are entering to 

possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the 
Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven 
nations greater and stronger than you, and when the Lord your God delivers them before you 
and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with 
them and show no favor to them. Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons. For they will 
turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the Lord will be 
kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. But thus you shall do to them: you shall 
tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn 
their graven images with fire. For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your 
God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on 
the face of the earth.


• Deut 7:17-18: If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I; how can I 
dispossess them?’ you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well remember what the Lord your 
God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt


• Laws for living in the land:

• Deut 12:1: These are the statutes and the judgments which you shall carefully observe in the 

land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on 
the earth.


• Then chapters 12-26 are all of the laws.

• Conditions of living in the land:


• Obedience is required to prolong their days in the land.

• Deut 11:8-9: You shall therefore keep every commandment which I am commanding you 

today, so that you may be strong and go in and possess the land into which you are about to 
cross to possess it; so that you may prolong your days on the land which the Lord swore to 
your fathers to give to them and to their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey.


• Deut 4:25-27: When you become the father of children and children’s children and have 
remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of anything, and do 
that which is evil in the sight of the Lord your God so as to provoke Him to anger, I call heaven 
and earth to witness against you today, that you will surely perish quickly from the land where 
you are going over the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but will be utterly 
destroyed. The Lord will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number 
among the nations where the Lord drives you.


• Promise to be restored back to the land

• Deut 30:1-3: So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, the blessing and the 

curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the Lord your 
God has banished you, and you return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart 
and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons, then the Lord your 
God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again 
from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.


• Making another covenant:

• A covenant “beyond” that made at Horeb: 


• Deut 29:1: These are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to 
make with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had 
made with them at Horeb.


• Enter the covenant today: 

• Deut 29:12-13: that you may enter into the covenant with the Lord your God, and into 

His oath which the Lord your God is making with you today, in order that He may 
establish you today as His people and that He may be your God, just as He spoke to 
you and as He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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• For future generations:

• Deut 29:14-15: Now not with you alone am I making this covenant and this oath, but 

both with those who stand here with us today in the presence of the Lord our God 
and with those who are not with us here today


Nature 
• A sermon / exhortation:


• It is a giving and listing of laws.

• It is just as much an exhortation to follow those laws.


• Deuteronomy spends much more time no just focused on the laws themselves, but 
rather the mind and heart behind the laws.


• Mind: 

• Because "x" is what will happen to us if we obey or disobey, we should choose to 

obey.

• Deut 28:1-2: Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the Lord your God, being careful to do 

all His commandments which I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high 
above all the nations of the earth. All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you 
if you obey the Lord your God.


• Deut 28:15: But it shall come about, if you do not obey the Lord your God, to observe to 
do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these 
curses will come upon you and overtake you.


• Heart: 

• Because of what God has done for us in the past, we need to do “x” because we 

love Him.

• Deut 6:10-15: (after saying love God with all your heart) … Then it shall come about 

when the Lord your God brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did not build, 
and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did 
not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, 
then watch yourself, that you do not forget the Lord who brought you from the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall 
worship Him and swear by His name. You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of 
the peoples who surround you, for the Lord your God in the midst of you is a jealous God; 
otherwise the anger of the Lord your God will be kindled against you, and He will wipe you 
off the face of the earth.


• Comparison to Leviticus

• Just like Leviticus, Deuteronomy is a book majorly focused on law, has little narrative, 

and takes place in a single location in a short amount of time. 

• Unlike Leviticus … Deuteronomy spends much more time no just focused on the laws 

themselves, but rather the mind and heart behind the laws.

• Some say Deuteronomy is more focused on the laymen.  I suggest that it’s not more 

focused on the laymen because Leviticus very much focuses on the laymen, but 
Leviticus has portions that are more exclusively relevant to priests, and Deuteronomy 
does not.


• Lots of appeal to the past

• This exhortation focuses a lot on “tenses” (past present and future).

• Much time is focused on the good God has done and the evil the people have done in 

the past and what that means for the present:
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• 1-3: The travel through the wilderness

• 5: The giving of the 10 Commandments

• 8-9: Wandering in the wilderness (with emphasis on their rebellion)

• 10: Tablets rewritten


• Then they are told how to live in the present:

• 12-18: religious laws

• 19-27: civil laws


• Then they are told about what will happen in the future.

• 27-28: The subsequent blessings or curses of obedience or rebellion.

• 30-31: The inevitable exile and promised restoration.


Organization 
• Stylistic Simple Organization


• 1-11: Moses’ preaching

• 12-26: Laws

• 27-30: Blessings and Curses

• 31-34: Moses narrative


• More accurate organization:

• Three main sections that focus on the past, present, and future.


• Section One: 1:1-4:43: Learning from the past

• 1-3: A recounting of the journey

• 4:1-44: Lessons learned from the journey thus far


• Section Two: 4:45-26:19: Laws for the present

• 4:45-11:32: Heart laws

• 12-18: Religious laws

• 19-26: Civil laws


• Section Three: 27-34: Expectations for the future

• 27-30: Completing the covenant


• 27-28: Conditions of the covenant

• 29-30: Ratifying the covenant


• 31-34: The Moses narrative

• 31: Moses' last sermon

• 32: Moses' song

• 33: Moses' blessing

• 34: Moses' death


• Key organizational verses:

• Deut 1:1: These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the 

wilderness.

• Deut 4:43: Now this is the law which Moses set before the sons of Israel

• Deut 11:31-12:1: For you are about to cross the Jordan to go in to possess the land which the 

Lord your God is giving you, and you shall possess it and live in it, and you shall be careful to do all 
the statutes and the judgments which I am setting before you today. “These are the statutes and 
the judgments which you shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord, the God of your 
fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on the earth.


• Deut 26:16: This day the Lord your God commands you to do these statutes and ordinances. You 
shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with all your soul.


• Deut 27:1: Then Moses and the elders of Israel charged the people, saying, “Keep all the 
commandments which I command you today.
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• Deut 29:1: These are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to make with 
the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with them at 
Horeb.


• Deut 31:1: So Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel.


Follow the literary cues (If there are bookmarking statements etc…)


Themes 
• The past


• Love God

• Deut 5:10: but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 

commandments.

• Deut 6:5: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your might.

• Deut 7:9: Know therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His 

covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments


• Deut 10:12-13: Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord 
your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes


• Deut 11:1: You shall therefore love the Lord your God, and always keep His charge, His statutes, 
His ordinances, and His commandments.


• Deut 11:13: It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am 
commanding you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your 
soul…


• Deut 11:22: For if you are careful to keep all this commandment which I am commanding you to 
do, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him


• Deut 13:3: you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord 
your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul.


• Deut 19:9: if you carefully observe all this commandment which I command you today, to love the 
Lord your God, and to walk in His ways always—then you shall add three more cities for yourself, 
besides these three


• Deut 30:6: “Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may 
live.


• Deut 30:16: In that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to 
keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and 
that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.


• Covenant (26x)


• Moses

• Him preaching.

• Him intervening.

• There being a prophet like Him in the future:


• Deut 18:15: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your countrymen, you shall listen to him.
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• Deut 18:18: I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.


• Him not being allowed in the land.

• Him being replaced.

• His song.

• His replacement

• His death


• Future captivity and restoration

• Deut 4

• Deut 29-30


• One true God

• Deut 4:35: To you it was shown that you might know that the Lord, He is God; there is no other 

besides Him.

• Deut 6:4: Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!

• Deut 6:13: You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His 

name.


• The place where God will place His name (21x)

• Chapter 12:5, 11, 14, 18, 21, 26,

• Chapter 14:23, 24, 25

• Chapter 15:20

• Chapter 16:2, 6, 7, 11, 15, 16

• Chapter 17:8, 10

• Chapter 18:6

• Chapter 26:2

• Chapter 31:1
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Deut 1 - 4: Section One 

1:1-5: Introduction 
• Location of sermon:


• Makes sense:

• Across the Jordan in wilderness

• Across the Jordan in the land of Moab (however Moab doesn’t go as far north as Mt. 

Pisgah.  What even?!?! -_-)

• Doesn’t make sense:


• In Arabah opposite Suph between (Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and Dizahab)

• 11 day journey from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea


Confusion: not the same place?

• We are going to see later that Moses and the Israelites are on the east side of the Jordan 

at the foothills of Mt. Pisgah.

• This text says they are in the wilderness (Moab isn’t wilderness), and the Arabah opposite 

Suph (the Red Sea) is located between the gulf of Akabah and the Dead Sea.  The other 
mentioned locations are either unknown or located in the Arabian Peninsula.


• Also, why is the journey from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea mentioned?


� 
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• Date of the sermon:

• The year:


• On the first day of the eleventh month In the fortieth year.

• Fortieth year refers to the number of years since they left Egypt (Num 33:38: Then 

Aaron the priest went up to Mount Hor at the command of the Lord, and died there in the 
fortieth year after the sons of Israel had come from the land of Egypt).


• After conquering:

• This is after they had conquered Sihon of Heshbon and Og of Bashan (which will be 

told in greater detail in subsequent chapters).


• Purpose of sermon:

• Deut 1:5: Moses undertook to expound this law.

• This is not a new law, but rather exposition on the previous law.


• Laws: 

• Additional exposition of previously written laws.

• Very few completely original laws.


• Law: explaining meaning and purpose of the Law.


Outline of Section One 
• Chapters 1-3: Entering the Land


• 1: Don’t make the same mistake: He reminds them of their previous failure to enter and 
the awful consequences.


• 2: God can conquer Anakim territory and give it to Abraham’s relatives: he informs them 
about God giving land that once belonged to the Anakim to various relatives of Abraham.


• 3: You have already conquered two Amorite kings: he reminds them that they had already 
successfully conquered two Amorite territories.


• Chapter 4: Staying in the land: Moses highlights how the unprecedented nature of recent 
events testifies of God’s uniqueness, thus the key to staying in the land long term is serving 
Him exclusively.


1:6-18: appointing leaders 
• 6


• Leave Horeb: they stayed long enough = 
11 months and 5 days (http://www.bible.ca/
archeology/bible-archeology-exodus-route-
travel-times-distances-days.htm)


• 7-8


• Go to hill country of Amorites (aka the 
Promised Land of Canaan).


• Then the borders of the Promised land are 
given:

• Hill country of Amorites (mountainous 
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territory in the heart of Palestine just west of the Jordan.

• Arabah: plains country along Jordan

• Lowland and Negev: this is the bottom left corner of Canaan just past Kadesh-

barnea.

• Lebanon: this is northern coastal region

• Euphrates: this makes up north eastern border


• Go and possess it: they didn’t acquire all this territory until the reign of Solomon (as is 
depicted by the map (the light beige is Solomon’s kingdom)).


• 9-15 (Ex 18)


• God has multiplied the people

• They are more numerous than the stars

• Fulfillment of first promise: Gen 22:17: indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly 

multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 
seashore (followed by the second) and your seed shall possess the gate of their 
enemies.


• Selection of leaders

• Because of their large number, they are too large a burden for Moses.

• So (according to Jethro, his father-in-law’s) advice, he appoints leaders to help judge.

• Leaders of…


• 1000’s

• 100’s

• 50’s

• And 10’s


• Responsibilities of leaders

1. Hear cases (between fellow countryman or alien)

2. You shall not show partiality

3. You shall not fear man

4. Come to me (Moses) if the case is too hard.


1:19-46: Failure at Kadesh-barnea 
• 19-21


• Arriving at Kadesh-barnea

• They traveled through the great and terrible wilderness to get there.

• On the border of the hill country of the Amorites

• Here, they were ready to enter in (God commands them “take possession!”).


God Himself calls the wilderness great and terrible

• It’s okay they struggled and weren’t happy.  It was never meant to be easy.

• This is clear in Deut 8:3: He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which 

you did not know, nor did your fathers know…

• But (as the verse goes on to say) this was to help them learn how to act.

• Deut 8:3: … that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man 

lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.


• 22-25 (Num 13)


�3



• The spies

• The people request spies


• They say it’s to know which way to enter 
(is this the truth?), and it seems good to 
Moses so he chooses twelve men (one per 
tribe).


• Here it’s presented as the people’s idea 
(which is different than what we saw in 
Num 13:1-2: Then the Lord spoke to Moses 
saying, “Send out for yourself men so that they 
may spy out the land of Canaan.


• Where they spied: the spies enter the Valley of 
Eschol (this is the heart of Judah just two 
miles north of Hebron).


• Spies report: good land, brought evidence


• 26-28 (Num 14:1-10)


• The Israelites response:

• They rebelled and weren’t willing.

• They grumbled: accused God of…


• hating them

• Conspiring to kill them by the hands of the Amorites.


• They feared the Anakim


This account places more responsibility on the Israelites.

• They ask for the spies.

• They spies give them evidence of good land.

• However the people and blame the spies for making their “hearts melt”.


The mention of the Anakim is very deliberate

• This was a great concern for the Israelite.

• This sermon will address that.


• 29-34


• Moses’ exhortation

• God will fight for you as He did

• God will continue to carry you as a child


• The people refuse: in spite of God having led them by the cloud, they don’t trust His 
leadership


The sin of the nation’s grumbling has always been the implied messages about God

• When they grumble they say or imply…


• … that God has evil intentions.

• … that God is weak 

• … that God is a liar (won’t fulfill His promises.


• This is what made their grumblings so sinful, not that they were afraid or unhappy.


• 34-40 (Num 14:20-38)


• God’s response:

• God swore than none but two shall enter the land
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• Who will:

• Caleb and his sons, because he has “followed fully”.

• Joshua: he will cause nation to inherit it (he will be the next appointed leader)


• Who won’t:

• None of that evil generation (Num 14:29: 20+ years)

• Moses


Following fully

• In a theology that polarizes two options, lost or saved, it is helpful to note that God does 

in fact distinguish degrees of service. 

• This leads us to think beyond the destination of heaven or hell, but rather focus on how 

near or far we currently are from God at any given point of our journey.


God didn’t promise Moses would enter in

• Although Moses and Aaron had not yet broken faith with God, God seeing the future did 

not promise Moses and Aaron the land.

• We see later why He didn’t mention their names.


• God tells the people to turn back to the wilderness and head to the Red Sea: this is 
where they spend the next 38 years.


• 41-45


• The people “repent”

• They admitted sin, and decided to fight after all as if it was “easy”.

• The Lord told you not to.

• They people rebelled again and acted presumptuously and got whooped.

• They stayed at Kadesh many days.


We do what we want to do

• Easy?


• Things are only hard when we don’t want to do them.

• As soon as it’s something we want to do, it seems easy to us.


• Presumption

• We assume that what we want = what God wants.

• Fallacy = God is perfect, so He must be everything that I want Him to be (MY version 

of perfection).

• This is presumption = “But you would not listen”.

• Assume = don’t bother to listen/don’t need to listen.


• Consequence of presumption

• If we don’t listen to God, He doesn’t listen to us.

• Later, they “returned and wept before the Lord”, but the Lord did not “listen to [their] 

voice” or “give ear” to them.  I wander why?


2:1: Wandering in the wilderness 
• 1


• This verse summarizes all the years the aimlessly wandered the wilderness.
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2:2-25: Traveling through 
Edom 
• 2-8


• Traveling through Edom

• God’s command to cross Edom 

(Num 20:14)

• They were told to turn north to 

pass through Edom (this reveals 
they were located south of 
Edom).


• They were commanded to seek 
permission from Edom to pass 
through.


• Edom is the region located between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Akabah.

• God is not going to give them any of their land because God had given Mt. Seir to 

the sons of Esau.

• He tells them to purchase supplies because God has blessed them through the 

journey.


They didn’t lack a thing during the year of their wandering

• This tells us that God provided for them consistently.

• This also helps qualify God’s providence.


• God’s providence is NOT giving us everything that we need and keeping us from all 
trials.


• It IS giving us exactly what we need, including trials.


• The route around Edom

• They passed beyond Edom (because Edom did not permit them passage).

• They go away from Elath and Ezion-geber (located at the tip of the Gulf of Akaba, 

because that was their point of departure.

• They go away from the Arabah road because the Arabah is located in the center of 

Edom, where they were not permitted to go.  So this means they traveled on the 
outskirts.


Help from numbers

• Num 20:14: From Kadesh Moses then sent messengers to the king of Edom.

• Num 20:18: Edom, however, said to him, “You shall not pass through us, or I will come out with 

the sword against you.

• Num 20:22: Now when they set out from Kadesh, the sons of Israel, the whole congregation, 

came to Mount Hor.

• Num 21:1: When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was 

coming by the way of Atharim, then he fought against Israel and took some of them captive.

• Num 21:4: Then they set out from Mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom.


This is why they became impatient on the journey (then they complained and bronze 
serpents were sent.
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8-23: Traveling through Moab 
• 8-9


• The command to pass through Moab

• They turned to pass through Moab.

• Moab is located east of the southern half of 

the Dead Sea.

• The Israelites were not allowed to conquer 

any Moabite land because God had given Ar 
to Lot’s descendants.


• 10-12


• Information about former inhabitants

• Info about the Emim (vs. 10)


• Rephaim = giants (called Anakim by the Israelites and Emim by the Moabites.

• The Emim lived in Moab first, but God dispossessed them from Lot’s 

descendants.


• Info about the Horites (vs. 12)

• The land of Seir was once occupied by the Horites, but God dispossessed them 

for Edom.


• 13-15


• Crossing the brook Zered

• This is them crossing the southern border of Moab and entering their land.

• Time:


• This marked 38 years since they had first left Kadesh-barnea after having been 
cursed to wander.


• This means God counted the forty years starting from the exodus of Egypt.


God assured that all the former generation perished within this time frame.

• It's not just that they wandered until they all died of natural causes. God deliberately 

fulfilled the punishment by killing them in the wilderness. 

• It's likely that the 20 years of age standard included those who were 20 upon leaving 

Egypt, but let's say that that it refers to those of 20 years at Kadesh-barnea. 20 years of 
age + 38 years of wandering = 58 years old. That's not particularly old. They wouldn't just 
all die on their own. But God deliberately brought about their death. This is why God is so 
ready to send plagues and serpents to kill thousands at a time. 


• If there are 1/2 million men who need to die in 38 years of time, that would be 36+ deaths 
a day. 


• It wouldn't be fair to the younger generation to have to continue wandering for the sins of 
the previous generation until they all finally die of natural causes. 


• We also need to keep this in mind when reading about all the harsh punishments God 
inflicted. When else was God so ready to administer harsh physical punishment? It is a 
unique section. We should see that it's due to them already being cursed to die in the 
wilderness regardless.


• 16-18


• The command to cross to the other border of Moab
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• After all the men of war of the 
previous generation had died, God 
commanded them to go to Ar.


• Ar is located on the northern 
border of Moab.  So this was the 
command to cross all the land of 
Moab.


• 19

 


• They were forbidden to harass the 
Ammonites

• God gave the Ammonites, other 

descendants of Lot, their own 
territory.


• For that reason the Israelites were 
forbidden from conquering them (just as they were forbidden From conquering Moab.


• 20-22


• More information about the Rephaim

• The Rephaim also once lived in Ammonite territory.

• They were called the Zamzummin and were equal to the Anakim.

• However, god displaced them for the Ammonites just as He displaced the Horites for 

the Edomites.


• 23


• Even more information about the Rephaim

• There were Avvim (another name for Rephaim) that lived as far as Gaza (the western 

coast of Palestine).

• They were displaced by the Caphtorim from Caphtor 


• Capthor is thought to be Crete.

• And since Gaza is the region of the Philistines, it is thought that the Caphtorim are 

the Philistines.


What’s up wit the Anakim?

• God is establishing two things:


1. He can conquer Anakim

• All these lands they were traveling through once belonged to the Anakim, but, in 

spite of their great size, they were conquered and displaced.

• The Israelites were so afraid of the Anakim, but they were traveling through the 

very proof that they need not be.

2. He can give land to the descendants of Abraham


• All of these lands belonged to Abraham’s descendants (Edom and Lot).

• So clearly God has a good record of displacing people’s and giving the land to 

Abraham’s descendants.

• This should be good prove for the Israelites.


2:24-37: Conquering Sihon of Heshbon 
• 24-25
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• God commands them to take possession 
of Sihon’s territory

• He tells them to cross the Valley of 

Arnon.  This is the border between 
Moab and Amorite territory.


• This land was already given into their 
hand.


• At this point God was going to make all 
the lands fearful of Israel.


• 26-31


• Message to Sihon

• The sent messengers from Kedemoth 

to Heshbon.

• They only requested to pass through 

as the did the regions of Edom and 
Moab (it’s spoken as if Edom and 
Moab gave passage, but they didn’t.  
Weird).


• Sihon was unwilling because God 
hardened him so as to deliver his land 
unto the Israelites.


• 32-37


• Battle for this Amorite territory

• They battled at Jahaz.

• They conquered them entirely (men, 

women, and children).


• New territory

• They now possessed land from the 

Valley of Arnon (the northern border of 
Moab) to Gilead (the region along the 
Jordan) all the way to the Jabbok river.


• They didn’t possess any land to the 
east which belonged to the 
Ammonites.


3:1-17: Conquering Og of Bashan 
• 1-7


• Conquering Og of Bashan

• They met in battle at Edrei.

• God said, “Don’t fear, I will conquer him just like Sihon”.

• They destroyed all men, women, and children.

• The Israelites conquered sixty cities, all the region of Argob.


• 8-11
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• The land they have conquered thus far: territory from the 
two Amorite kings

• Western border: the Jordan

• Southern border: valley of Arnon

• Northern border: Mt. Hermon

• Eastern border: Salecah

• Center: Bashan in the north, and Gilead in the south


• 12-17


• Distributing the land

• Rueben and Gad


• From the Valley of Arnon and the southern half of 
Gilead.


• North to south: from Arnon to the river Jabbok.

• East to west: Jordan to Ammon.


• The half-tribe of Manasseh: the northern half of Gilead 
and all of Bashan.


3:18-29: Moses’ words 
• 18-22


• Moses’ commands for Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh: you will enter the 
promised land to help conquer the land, and return when you’re done.


• Moses’ exhortation for Joshua: 

• Deut 3:21-22: I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, ‘Your eyes have seen all that the 

Lord your God has done to these two kings; so the Lord shall do to all the kingdoms into which 
you are about to cross. Do not fear them, for the Lord your God is the one fighting for you.


• This is the key passage for this first section of Deuteronomy.


The main point of these three chapters: you will conquer the land

1. He reminds them of their previous failure to enter and the awful consequences.

2. He informs them about God giving land once belong to the Anakim to Abraham’s 

descendants.

3. He reminds them that they had already successfully conquered two Amorite territories.


• 23-28


• Moses’ plea to God: Moses pleas for God to allow Him to see the 
land.


• God’s response:

• He becomes angry (implying Moses spent some time trying to 

convince God), and told Him to speak no more about the matter.

• Instead He tells Moses to climb Mt. Pisgah and see the land from there.

• He instructs that Joshua is the one who will lead them into the land.


• 29


• The people remained at Beth-peor (which is at the foothills of Mt. Pisgah.
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4:1-43 
• 1-2


• Listen to the statutes and judgments

• In the previous three chapters he has been retelling history to build their confidence to 

enter the land.

• Now he is going to give them the commandments they need to keep to stay in the 

land.

• These two verses book end this section of the sermon showing the main point.

• Deut 4:1: Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you 

to perform, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which the Lord, 
the God of your fathers, is giving you.


• Deut 4:40: So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you 
today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live 
long on the land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.


• In this section he won’t give a list of commands, but rather one main command: serve 
God only!


• Don’t add or take away

• A principle that has been true since the beginning.

• Changing the rules means we are following our own way ≠ God’s way = idolatry.

• He will mostly focus on condemning idolatry in the chapter.


• 3-4


• Futility of idolatry

• The idol worshippers are dead


• Is this referring to the disobedient Israelites (“from among you”) 

• Or the Amorites whom they recently conquered.


• The Yahweh servants are here.


• 5-8


• A unique God

• Unique commands


• God gave you a Law that supersedes any other earthly Law.

• Vs. 6: no other nation’s laws are so wise.

• Vs. 8: No other nation’s laws are so righteous.


• Uniquely near to His people: 

• God is so close to teach them.

• Vs. 7: God is so close for them to call upon Him.


What a great God

• What teaching is better than the Bible?  Wisdom in morality.

• What god is greater than an all powerful creator serving His own creature.


• 9-20


• 9-14: Retelling the giving of the 10 Commandments
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• Vs. 10: God spoke to them from the fiery mountain so that they would fear and obey.

• Vs. 12: They did not see God’s form (this is a relevant detail for the following point.


• 15-20: Don’t make idols

• Don’t make any form of God.

• Don’t make worship any other form of anything.


Unique religion

• Vs. 20: God saved you from Egypt to be His special possession.

• Everyone else is worshipping idols, but God doesn’t give them even the true form to 

worship, because He wants them completely different.

• From the ground up, worshipping the true God will always be a very unique experience 

from what is produced by human tendencies.


• 21-24


• Moses won’t enter the land: 

• Moses uses his own example of failing to enter the land to discourage them from 

idolatry.

1. He won’t be around to make sure they do the right thing, so they will have to 

make that decision for themselves.

2. God is not going to allow any rebellion from anyone (not even Moses!).

3. God won’t tolerate disobedience because He is jealous for our obedience.


Jealousy

• Envy is desiring something you don’t have.

• Jealousy is being protective over what you do have.


• Example:

• Paul was jealous of the Corinthians for leaving the truth and following false 

teachers: I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are 
bearing with me. For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one 
husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. But I am afraid that, as the 
serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity 
and purity of devotion to Christ. For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we 
have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a 
different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully (II Cor 11:1-4).


• God is jealous over us because we belong to Him, and He wants what’s best for us.


• 25-31


• Future generations will be taken from the land because of idolatry

• After they’ve been in the land a long time (and forget), they will make idols.

• This guarantees that they will perish from the land and be destroyed (captivity).

• In captivity they will serve idols (which won’t do them any good).

• When they want to come back to God and seek Him, He will be found because God 

won’t forget you.


God gives us what we want

• They wanted to serve idols, so God let them … as much as they wanted … but then they 

didn’t want to anymore.

• Once we have the sin, we realize it’s worthless.
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• This can drive us to repent.

• Or only further harden us.

• It’s our choice.


God doesn’t forget even when we do.

• They forgot the covenant, but God didn’t forget them.

• Thank God for His enduring faithfulness.


Captivity and restoration prophesied

• It’s pretty remarkable how much history is predicted here.

• This is why secular scholars feel the need to date this book much later.


• 32-40


• Unique God

• Have these things ever happened before?


• God speaking to nation from the fire?

• God taking a nation from within another nation?

• All the signs and wonders?


• His uniqueness proves His only-ness

• Vs. 35: There is no other god like him = there is no other God: only one God is 

acting like a real God, that means He is the only God.

• Vs. 39: He is the God of heaven and earth, there is no other.


• Conclusion: vs. 40: obey this God and only this God so that you can stay in the land.


• 41-43


• Cities of refuge

• Purpose: so unintentional manslayer can flee there and be protected.

• Where: 


1. Bezer: city of refuge in the northwest territory of Reuben.

2. Ramoth: also known as Ramoth-gilead, it is a city in the eastern point of Gad 

that sticks out.

3. Golan: city of refuge about 20 miles east of the Sea of Galilee and just north of 

the Yarmuk River.

• Why is this information given 

here?

• Chapters 2-3 speak of 

conquering these regions 
east of the Jordan and 
distributing the land to 
Manasseh, Gad, and 
Reuben.


• Perhaps it just makes sense 
to say where the cities of 
Refuge are in these three 
tribes.
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Deut 5 - 11: Section Two Pt. 1 
Heart Laws: Why they should Love God


4:44-49: Introduction 
• 44-49


• Now this is the Law; starting a new section

• These verses start the following section rather than conclude the previous.

• There is a repetition of introductory material (location and history) already covered in 

previous section.

• The previous section ≠ the Law.

• The following section is the part of this book that primarily consists of laws.


• Location

• Across Jordan

• Valley opposite Beth-

peor

• In the land of Sihon, 

former king of Heshbon


• History

• After coming out of 

Egypt 

• Sihon defeated by Israel

• Og defeated by Israel

• Their lands possessed 

(Valley Arnon to Mt. 
Hermon, with the 
Arabah from Mt. Pisgah 
to the sea of the 
Arabah).


Organization of Section Two Pt. 1 
• The introductory statement in 4:44-49 makes it clear that this section will be a giving of law.  

This law giving can be divided into three types of laws.

1. Section Two Pt. 1: Chapters 5-11: Heart laws


• 5: Fear God

• 6: Love God

• 7: Laws for conquering the land

• 8:1 - 10:10: Humbling the Israelites by reminding


• 8: Don’t forget how much you need God

• 9: Don’t forget you don’t deserve the land

• 10:1-11: Don’t forget God forgives


• 10:12 - 11:32: Reasons to Love God

2. Section Two Pt. 2: Chapters 12-18: Religious laws


�1



3. Section Two Pt. 3: Chapters 19-26: The laws of the land


This section focuses on the present; the nation needs to follow these commands right now.


5:1-33: Fear God 
• 1: Moses’ introductory statement: here are the commands


• Hear the commands

• Learn the commands

• Carefully observe the commands


• 2-5: Reminder of previous covenant

• This covenant was made to them not to their forefathers (they are obligated).

• It was a frightful experience


• It was face to face.

• It was fire on the mountain.

• They were afraid to go up.


• 6-21: The retelling of the 10 Commandments


• 22-27:The people request a mediator because they were afraid

• Vs. 24 They say they got the point


• We know God can reveal His glory without His people dying.

• But we don’t want to push it.


• Vs. 27 They request that Moses mediate


• 28-30: God’s response

• It is good for them to be afraid.

• He expresses His longing that they would continue to fear Him (because that would 

ensure they keep His commands).


Fearing God

• It’s a motivation to obey God


• It’s understanding who He is and why we are in a subordinate position to obey Him.

• We get arrogant and don’t see ourselves as less than God.  This emboldens us to be 

rebellious.

• It’s good


• Obeying God is what’s best for us.

• The commands protect us in the present.

• They ensure that we can be with God in eternity.


• So a motivation to obey that comes from God’s character = good.

• Fear of predictable


• Fear ≠ fear of unpredictable destructive force (tornado, alcoholic dad).

• It’s a fear of a force we can perfectly predict because God has made Himself clear to 

us (ex: coming home from school after being sent to the principle’s office).

• Meaningful fear vs. superficial fear


• The Israelites were only temporarily of afraid of God because of the superficial display 
on Mt. Sinai.


• Moses was consistently fearful because of His respect for the character and identity 
of God (as revealed by him being afraid after learning the true nature of the 
nonthreatening burning bush).
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• 31-33: Moses will share the commands so that the people remain in the land.


6:1-25: Love God 
• 1-3: There is a main command that you should obey


• They are to do this in the land they are going to possess.

• So that they and subsequent generations would fear God.

• Be careful and listen and do it.


• 4-8: The main command: Love God

• Yahweh is one God

• Therefore love Him with all heart, soul, and strength.

• These words…


• Shall be on your heart.

• You shall teach them to subsequent generations.

• You shall talk of them always.

• You should bind them on foreheads and doorposts.


Love God = foremost and greatest command

• Foremost 


• Mk 12:28-29: One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had 
answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” Jesus 
answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord.


• Foremost = first, i.e. first because it’s the most important before anything else.

• This book presents this command as being the actual first command.


• So far it’s a retelling of history and speaking of God’s uniqueness.

• So far it’s reminding them to fear God based on the first time He gave the 

covenant.

• Now he’s presenting the first new law, as if it were the first real command in the 

book.

• Greatest:


• Mat 22:36-38: “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He said to him, “ 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment.


• Greatest = biggest, i.e. most important because it’s the largest, all encompassing.

• God isn’t generically commanding to have all the law on your doorpost, but rather this 

law of loving Him.

• Expounding the Law: this is what it’s all really about.


God now goes on to explaining how to love Him


• 10-12: Don’t forget: when God gives you good things…don’t forget the blesser behind the 
blessings.


• 13-15: Loyalty: 

• There are no other gods in this world and they haven’t done anything for you.
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• There is a single great God who has done much for you, therefore He has exclusive rights 
over your loyalty and love.


• 16: Don’t test Him: don’t doubt His existence and His benevolence.


• 17: Diligently keep His laws


• 18-19: Summary statement

• This is how you do what is right in God’s eyes.

• This is how you love the God that is going to lead you.


• 20-25: What do they mean?

• Why should we do this?

• What are they there for

• What are they all about?


• Explain to your children… it’s because of what God has done for us.  If He has proven His 
good intention by doing good for us, then we can trust that His commands are also part 
of His good intention.


Obedience always goes back to salvation

• Why obey?  God saved us.

• This is just as true in the OT as it is in the NT.

• We should always look to the cross for reason to obey


God’s commands are for our good for His glory

• God's ultimate is for His own glory, but He can only be glorified for being a good and 

perfect God; so if in His plan He seeks to be glorified at the cost of the suffering and loss 
of His people, then He won't be glorified as an inherently pure and perfect Lord. 


• So, since God is a good and pure God, we can trust that He will be glorified for being this 
good God, and all that He requires if us will ultimately be for our good. That's the only 
way His plan will work.


7:1-26: Laws for Conquering the Land 
• 1-5: Laws for conquering the land


• When

1. When God brings you into 

the land to possess it…

2. When God delivers the 

nations before you (the seven 
nations being: Hittites, 
Girgashites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and the Jebusites)


3. When you defeat them…

• The main law: utterly destroy them 

(people and idols)

• People:


• Make no covenant

• Show no favor

• Do not intermarry (because 
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that will lead you to idolatry)

• Idols:


• Tear down altars

• Smash sacred pillars

• Cut down their Asherim


Both God and the people were involved in conquering the land

• God delivers the nations before the Israelites, the Israelites then have to conquer them.

• This is a common pattern.  God makes it possible for us to follow His command, but then 

we are the one who actually have to do it.


Asherim

• Plural of female Canaanite deity. 

• One of the most important.

• Mother god, protector.


Sin is something that leads to sin

• They were forbidden to intermarry because that would lead to sin.

• Sometimes we are sinning by simply making provision for the flesh (Rom 13:14)


• 6-16: Reason for these laws:

1. They are God’s special possession (vs. 6-11)


• Verse 6:

• You are a holy people to the Lord your God. 

• God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession (special treasure) out 

of all the people’s on the face of the earth

• Reason why the Israelites are special to God


• NOT: not because they are more numerous.

• BECAUSE: 

• God loves you

• Is keeping the oath to your fathers


• What they should do because they are special to God

1. Know that Yahweh is your God!  Who is Yahweh?

• He is God

• He is faithful

• He keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for 1000 generations to those who 

love and obey Him

• He repays those who hate Him with imminent destruction


2. Keep His commandments

• Keep the commands because you are special to God and He loves you.

• Also so you receive love rather than destruction.


God chooses us because He loves us, but He doesn’t love us for any particular reason

• As far as the Israelites were concerned, their choosing was arbitrary.

• It had nothing to do with any merit of their own.  He will establish the point further in the 

following two chapters.

• God choosing us for no merit of our own = grace, and


Choosing = granting us the opportunity to obey Him

• Notice how choosing the Israelites didn’t make them obey Him.  He chose them and gave 

them the opportunity to obey Him.

• So God choosing the whole world today is the same.
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• God’s chosen to grant the whole world salvation that we didn’t deserve.  

• Now we have the opportunity to respond to that grace by our own free will.  


2. You are blessed if you obey (vs. 12-16)

• Blessing of obedience


• God will keep His covenant

• Bless

• Love you

• Multiply you

• Bless womb, ground, grain, wine, oil, herds and flocks


• Not curse

• No barren among you

• Remove all sickness


• Vs. 16: The law repeated:

• You shall consume all the peoples whom the Lord your God will deliver to you

• Your eye shall not pity them

• You shall no serve their gods because that would be a snare to you


Verses 2-5 and 16 are bookends

• They give the command of conquering the land.

• Then provide reasons for following that command in between.


This needs to be out attitude about sin in our life

• Utterly destroy it.

• Any remnant will grow and be a snare to us.

• The longer we remain wishy-washy the more we suffer and struggle.

• The sooner we draw hard lines in the sand, the sooner we overcome and have an easier 

spiritual life.


We complain about things being hard, but we make it hard on ourselves

• We say, “It’s too hard!”

• But God has told us what to do, and we don’t do that…so of course it’s hard.


• 17-26: Logistics of conquering the land

• Concerning doubt (17-19)


• They would likely be concerned about the task of conquering nations mightier than 
their own.  This concern is justified (Deut 9:1).


• They need to remember

• How could the impossible come to pass?

• Remembering that God had already done the impossible would grant them faith 

that He could do it again.

• How they would conquer the land


• With God’s help (21):  Don’t dread them; the God in your midst is awesome.

• How God will help them (20-24):


• God will send hornets

• God will clear them away little by little so that the beasts won’t become too 

numerous.

• God will deliver them to you, throw them into confusion.

• He will deliver kings into their hands


God can plan ahead
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• They were wondering if they could conquer the land at all.

• Meanwhile, God is saying that He will have to take it easy because conquering them too 

fast would cause another problem.  

• This shows


1. How easy of a thing this is for God to accomplish

2. He has everything taken care of.  He is thinking ahead and considering how best to 

help the nation.


• Concerning the spoils (25-26)

• Burn all the idols; that includes the gold and silver on them.

• If they covet the gold and silver they will be tempted to keep the idol.

• It shall not come into your house.

• You shall hate it because God hates it.


Hate sin

• Anything that is sinful, we need to hate it because God hates it.

• There might be acceptable things about it that we like, but we can’t justify the sin or 

those things, because they will give us over to the sin.

• Completely destroy.

• Don’t let it in your house / life.


8-9: Humbling the Israelites by Reminding 
• In this section, Moses humbles the Israelites by reminding them of important things


1. First, in chapter 8, Moses shows them how much they depend on God by reminding 
them of how they were humbled during the journey.


2. Then, in chapter 9, Moses proves to them that they don’t deserve the land by reminding 
them of their rebellion during the trip.


8:1-20: Don’t Forget How Much You Need God 
• 1-2: General exhortation: be careful to keep laws so that you can live in the land that God is 

giving you.


• Key exhortation: 

• Positive command: you shall remember (2, 18)

• Negative command: don’t forget (11, 14, 19)

• In this chapter they are to specifically remember their time in the wilderness.


Be careful and don’t forget

• Being careful to obey and not forgetting go hand and hand.

• Being careful is being thoughtful.  Remembering the past is being thoughtful as well.

• By being thoughtful to remember the past, we will stay careful in our observance of the 

Law in the present.


• 3-17: God humbled you

• Meaning of humbled: humble here is the idea of putting through humiliating 

circumstances.
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• Their humbling circumstances:

• The wilderness was a challenging process that humbled them / exposed them to 

difficulties and weakness.

• For instance:


• He let them go hungry

• Fed them manna

• Led them through the great and terrible wilderness with serpents, and a lack water 


Humbling is a theme in this text (2, 3, 14, 16)


• Reasons God humbled them

• Vs. 2: God humbles them to test them


• Are they obeying God because it’s convenient?

• Are they obeying God because they are loyal to him?


If we follow God for selfish reasons, that’s not ultimately humility, that’s selfishness.


• Vs. 3: He humbled them to make them see their dependance on God.

• Made them trust in God for daily bread to make them see that they needed God 

more than anything.

• If they depended on God for everything, they would also come to understand their 

need for His word.

• Vs. 4: God protected and provided during this humbling

• Clothing didn’t wear out

• Feet didn’t swell


God will put us through difficulties to make us see our need for Him.  That is the best gift of 
all.


God will help us through this process.  

• He won’t put us through challenges without helping us along.

• Even when things are tough, He’s helping us in ways we don’t notice


• Vs. 5: God humbled them to discipline them

• Their struggles are not without purpose; they are to discipline.

• What is meant by discipline?

• This isn’t discipline as in punishment.

• This is discipline as in training


God doesn’t allow us to suffer alone or for no reason.


Challenges make us more disciplined.

• It takes discipline to serve God.

• So we need to be disciplined by challenges in order to become disciplined enough to 

obey Him.

• Too much comfort and luxury and “blessing” ultimately weakens us to the point we no 

longer have the self control to obey Him well.

• Thus struggles are a blessing (Jms 1:2-4).


• God disciplined them as a Father

• It’s not pointless suffering from neglect.
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• It’s supervised and crafted for the good of the nation, while God is 
providing and helping along.


• (6-14) Why did they need to be disciplined / trained?

• (6) The discipline will humble them to make them fear and obey God.

• (7-10) God is bringing them into a luxurious land


• God wants to do them good.

• They need to be in a state of mind that these blessings cause them to 

return and bless God.

• (11-18) They need to be disciplined to not forget


• God is bringing them into prosperity, and without a “need” for God, it is 
tempting to forget Him.


Let’s allow God to bless us

• God wants to do good for us, but due to our immaturity, we can’t handle the blessings, 

so perhaps He’s withholding gifts He wants to give.

• If we are mature and disciplined to always remember and give thanks to God, then He 

can bless us without driving us away.


• Vs. 16: For their good

• The temptation of forgetting God when blessed is great, so God made sure to 

humble them before they got into the wilderness so that they would never forget 
their need for Him.


• This ensures that they will continue to obey Him, which is definitely in their best 
interest.


Anything that makes us obey God more = blessing.


• 19-20: Concluding summary exhortation: if you forget God and worship idols, you will perish 
just as they did.


9:1-10:10: Don’t Forget How Much You Don’t Deserve 
the Land 
• 1-3: You don’t deserve the land because of your strength.


• Having previously told them not to fear the other nations, Mose makes it clear that these 
other nations are in fact greater and mightier (i.e. they won’t be able to conquer the land 
by their own strength).


• However, God is the one who is going to conquer the land.

• God is crossing over before you as a consuming fire.

• He will subdue and destroy them so that you will be able to dispossess them.


• 4-5: You don’t deserve the land because of your righteousness.

• It would be easy to think that God was taking the land from the Canaanites because the 

Canaanites were wicked and the Israelites are righteous.  However, this is not the case.  

• God is dispossessing the Canaanites for their own wickedness.


God is really proving it’s not their righteousness.

• He says, “it’s not because of your righteousness but their wickedness” twice in a row.

• He says it’s not because of their righteousness three times in three verses:
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• Vs. 4: “Don’t say, it’s because of my righteousness”.

• Vs. 5: Because, “it is not because of your righteousness.

• Vs. 6: So, “know that it’s not because of your righteousness.


In order to fulfill promise to Abraham

• The state of the people is irrelevant.

• God is going to punish the Canaanites regardless.

• God is going to keep the promises to the fathers regardless.

• The nation could be so wicked that God would delay His plan refusing to fulfill it in them.

• But He isn’t waiting for them to become sufficiently righteous to merit the fulfillment of 

this promise.


We don’t deserve salvation or heaven because we are righteous on our own.

• This is all very NT.

• We are being saved, not because we were righteous enough to deserve it, but because of 

the promise, and yet that doesn’t take away our need to be righteous, because we still 
won’t be earning it.


Fd

• When they enter did they deserve it?  No?

• What is contingent for staying in the land? Their obedience.

• So, does that mean if they are obedient, they deserve the land? No.

• Because they didn’t deserve it when they received it in the first place.


• 6-29

• 6-7: Moses is going to prove that they are not righteousness by recalling their rebellion


• 6: He tells them that they are stubborn.

• 7: He advises them to “remember, and not forget” their rebellious past.


• They provoked God to wrath.

• They have been rebellious the entire time.


• 8-21: Rebellion at Horeb

• 8: Even at Horeb (This implies that was that last place they should’ve rebelled).

• 9: Moses’ righteousness: receiving the word of God by their own request whilst 

fasting.

• 10-11: God’s goodness: giving them tablets written by His own fingers.

• 12-14: God is ready to destroy them for their sin


• “Your people” = God already disowning them.

• They have acted corruptly

• They have quickly turned aside

• They are stubborn

• Let me destroy them


• 15-17: Moses witnesses their rebellion

• The mountain was still burning with fire.

• They had indeed sinned by making idol.

• Moses smashes the tablets to represent them already having broken the 

covenant.

• 18-21: Moses mediates


• He fasts another 40 days to mediate for them.

• Moses was afraid of God’s hot displeasure and wrath that was ready to destroy.

• God even wanted to kill Aaron.

• Yet God listened to Moses mediation.
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• Moses made them drink the calf.


• 22-24: More rebellion

• Previous rebellions:


• Taberah: This was their first sin after having left Mt. Sinai (Num 11:1-3).

• Massah: 


• This place as given two names by Moses: Massah & Meribah. 

• This is the location where the Israelites grumbled about the lack of water, and 

Moses was commanded to strike the rock so that water would come forth (Ex 
17:1-7). 


• On a similar occasion the Israelites again complained about the lack of water 
during the 40 years of cursed wandering, and Moses irreverently struck the 
rock claiming to be the one bringing forth water and thus losing his right to 
enter into the land (Num 20:2-13).


• Kibroth-hattaavah: 

• This is the location where, just after complaining at Teberah and being burned 

with fire, the greedy rabble lusts for meat. 

• Upon granting their request God curses them while the meat was still in their 

mouth (I believe because they did not give thanks) (Num 11:4-25).

• Kadesh-barnea: This of course refers to the sin of not believing they could enter 

the land.

• 24: Summary statement: you have been rebellious since the day I knew you.


• 25-29: Moses continues to mediate

• This second occasion refers to when Moses fasted and prayed that God would not 

eliminate them at Kadesh-barnea.

• Moses mediates to God by focusing on Him


• He reminds God that they are His inheritance.

• He reminds God of his promise to the fathers.

• He tells God about what other nations would think

• He reminds them that they are God’s people (appealing to His lovingkindness).


This only further proves the unworthiness of the nation.  

• They were spared due to God’s faithfulness

• Not due to their own righteousness.


10:1-11: Don’t forget God forgives 
• 1-11: God’s mercy


• 1-5: New tablets

• God rewrites the same words on new tablets.

• Moses makes an ark to place them in.

• They still had these tablets in the ark at that time.


• 6-9: The ark parenthesis

• This part provides some of the logistics concerning their religion


• The death and replacement of Aaron

• Who would carry the ark

• God being the Levitical inheritance


• This emphasizes…

• The existence of a mediator

• The continuation of a mediator
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• God continuing to be their inheritance


• 10-11: Moses mediates

• Moses mediates for forty days and nights praying for God to not destroy them.

• Like the first time, God listened.

• God agreed to journey with them and take them into the Promised Land.


God shows Israel mercy

• This is a continuation of the previous story.

• However it is a contrast


• Rather than focusing on the people’s disobedience…

• It demonstrates God’s mercy.


• How God shows mercy

• He rewrites the tablets showing them that they have another chance to keep the 

covenant.

• He provides them the ark as a symbol that He will go with them.

• He provides continual mediation through the priests.

• He listens to the mediation of Moses.

• He promises to go with them


10:12 - 11:32: Reasons to Love God 
• 10:12: God’s expectations


• Fear and love Him.

• Chapter 5: the importance of fearing Him.

• Chapter 6: the need to love Him.

• Chapter 7-9: why they ought to love Him


• 7: God is going to give them the land …

• 8: which is something they can’t get on their own …

• 9: and is something they don’t deserve to have.


• Chapter 10: they are able to love Him

• God gives them the law so they know how to love Him.

• God is merciful when and provides mediation when they break the law.


Greatest Command Bookends

• The greatest command bookends this section (Deut 6:5, 10:12).

• Everything in it is about showing why loving God is a reasonable expectation


• Loving God is something they ought to do.

• Loving God is something that they can do.


• God is not asking them to do something impossible.  He is asking them to love Him.  And 
God is also helping them to make loving Him an even more attainable goal and 
reasonable expectation.


• 10:13-22: Reasons they ought to love God

• 13: The commands are for their own good anyways.

• 14-16: Of all the world, God chose you!  That’s a privilege!  So start listening to Him.

• 17-19: 


• God’s character is great and just.

• Supreme: Lord of lords, God of gods.

• Great, mighty, awesome
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• Just and fair, caring for the orphan, widow, and alien

• You should be just and fair like Him


• 20-22: You should be loyal to Him for all that He has done for you.


Circumcision of the heart

• Being identified as God’s possession, even in a time when God’s people were identified 

by physical lineage and physical circumcision, has always been about our spiritual 
disposition towards.


• Even physical circumcision was about the importance of being distinguished as God’s 
own possession.


• But to truly be distinguished as God’s, we need to be spiritually circumcised in our hearts.

• Deut 30:6: circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.

• Jer 4:4: Circumcise yourselves to the Lord and remove the foreskins of your heart, men of 

Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, or else My wrath will go forth like fire and burn with none 
to quench it, because of the evil of your deeds.


• Rom 2:28-29: For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is 
outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.


• 11:1-17: More reasons to love God

• 1-7: You witnessed His greatness


• 1: Therefore love God and keep His commandments

• Moses reminds them that they witness God’s greatness.


• I’m not telling people who don’t know God to love Him (like your children who 
haven’t witnessed these things), but I am telling you who have witnessed these 
things.


• Having witnessed God’s greatness, what excuse do they have to not love and 
obey?


• The great things they have witnessed:

• Signs and works in Egypt to Pharaoh and the land

• Destroying the army in the Red Sea

• Protecting them in the wilderness

• Swallowing up Dathan and Abiram and company


• 8-12: Stay in the land

• 8: Therefore keep the commandments 


• To be strong in the land you are about to enter.

• To prolong days in the land.


• 9-12: The goodness of the land

• A land flowing of milk and honey

• Unlike Egypt which needs irrigation, this land has sufficient rain.

• God’s eyes are on it continually to care for it always.


• 13-17: Be blessed in the land

• 13: If you follow the greatest command (love him with all heart and soul) God will 

bless you in the land.

• Blessings:


• Rain for fields

• Grass for cattle

• Eat until full


• Warning:
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• These blessings are contingent upon loyalty to God.

• Worshipping idols will shut up the heavens and cause you to perish.


• 11:18-25: The importance of the word

• They need to prioritize the word


• Teach their children

• Talk about it always

• Write it on doorposts of houses and gates


• Why the word is importance

• It leads to obeying.

• And obeying is essential for


• 21: staying in the land

• 22-25: conquering the land


The sons didn’t see the greatness, so they need the word taught to them.

• He told them in the first seven verses of this chapter they they witnessed God’s 

greatness, but their children didn’t.

• Learning to love God


• The fathers should love God for witnessing His greatness.

• The children are going to love God by hearing about His greatness through the word.


• Understanding God’s greatness is essential for loving God, and His word is essential for 
learning about His greatness.


• So it needs to be given great priority.


This parallels the greatest command in chap six

• In chapter 6, God says to Love Him with all of His heart and then stresses the importance 

of prioritizing His word.

• Chapters 7-9 God gives many reasons to love Him.

• Then in chapter 10 He tells repeats the greatest command reminding them that love is 

what He requires of them.

• Then in chapter 11:1 He tells them to love Him once more, and finally in 11:13 He repeats 

the greatest command again to conclude this section and just like chapter six, follows it 
with the importance of prioritizing His word.  


• Once more in 11:22: He says they are to love Him.


Loving God and obeying God are the same

• 6:12-13: Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your 

God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul, and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes.


• 11:1: You shall therefore love the Lord your God, and always keep His charge, His statutes, His 
ordinances, and His commandments.


• 11:13: It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am commanding 
you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your soul…


• 11:22: For if you are careful to keep all this commandment which I am commanding you to do, to 
love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him.


The territory

• Here He repeats their territory again like in Deut 1:7:

• All four cardinal directions:


• South western border: wilderness

• North western border: Lebanon located on coast of Mediterranean Sea as far north as 

Damascus
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• North eastern border: The river 
Euphrates as  far as Tipsah 
(accomplished in the days of 
Solomon).


• The western border: Western 
Sea = Mediterranean Sea


11:26-32: Conclusion 
• 26-28: The blessing and the curse


• Blessing: if you listen to God

• Curse: If you don’t listen, but 

rather turn aside and follow other 
Gods


• 29-32: Instructions about giving the 
blessing and curse in the land

• When they enter the land they are supposed to


• … give blessings on Mt. Gerazim

• … and curses on Mt. Ebal.


• Location of these mountains:

• Across Jordan in the Arabah opposite Gilgal.

• Beside the oaks of Moreh


• Concluding statement

• You are about to enter Canaan to possess it and live in it

• You shall be careful to do all the statutes and judgements I am setting before you today 

(referring to the laws in 12-26).
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Deut 12 - 18: Section Two Pt. 2 
Religious Laws


12:1 Introduction 
• 1: “These are the statutes”


• There are four main “These are the…” / “This is the…” phrases

1. Start Section 1: Deut 1:1: These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel…

2. Start Section Two Pt. 1: 4:44-45: Now this is the law which Moses set before the sons of 

Israel.  These are the testimonies and the statutes and the ordinances which Moses spoke to 
the sons of Israel, when they came out from Egypt


3. Presenting the “Greatest Command”: Deut 6:1: Now this is the commandment, the 
statutes and the judgments which the Lord your God has commanded me to teach you, that 
you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it.


4. Start Section Two Pt. 2: 12:1: These are the statutes and the judgments which you shall 
carefully observe in the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to 
possess as long as you live on the earth.


5. Covenant at Moab in Section 3: Deut 29:1: These are the words of the covenant which 
the Lord commanded Moses to make with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the 
covenant which He had made with them at Horeb.


• Organization

• Section two begins with the narrator telling us that this new section is the list of 

commands. 

• Then Moses twice in this section makes a similar statement (once presenting the 

greatest command, the other in 12:1)

• Thus we should see chapter 12 as the beginning of the second part of section 2.


• You shall observe in the land: this section continues to present them with laws that they 
are to obey in the present.


• Outline

• 12: Laws regarding the place God chooses

• 13: Preventing idolatry

• 14:1-21: Holiness laws

• 14:22-29: Tithing laws

• 15:1-18: Debt and Slave Release

• 15:19-16:17: Three Migratory Feasts

• 16:18-17:20: Justice Laws

• 18:1-8: The Priest’s Portions

• 18:9-22: Laws Regarding Prophets


12:2-32: Laws regarding the place God chooses 
• 2-3: Destroy every idolatrous location


• Destroy every place

• Places:


• High mountain
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• Hills

• Under green trees


• Previously we’ve seen the exhortation to destroy the idols themselves.

• This section, however, places greater emphasis on the location because it will be 

contrasted with the specially chosen location they are supposed to worship God.


• Destroy the idols

• Tear down altars

• Smash sacred pillars

• Burn the Asherim

• Cut down graven images


• Obliterate their name from that place

• Complete destruction that will lead to them never worshipping these gods ever again.

• Contrast: 


• God will talk about “the place in which the Lord your God will choose for His name 
to dwell”, which will be in the land of Canaan.


• So He wants there to be no remnant of the names of these foreign gods.


• 4-7: You will be different from the pagans

• 4: You shall not act like this (like the pagans)


• 5-7: The difference

• Single location:


• You will seek the Lord in the place He chooses among the tribes to establish His 
name.


•  You shall go and worship there, rather than anywhere you choose.

• Proper offerings:


• Burnt offerings

• Sacrifices

• Tithes

• Votive offerings

• Freewill offerings

• Firstborn of you herd and flock


• 8-12: You will do differently than you are doing now

• 8-9: At this time they weren’t doing God’s ideal plan.


• They were doing what was right in their own eyes, rather than according to God’s 
teaching.


• This was permitted because…

• They had just received this teaching.

• God had not yet chosen the place for His name to dwell and thus demand 

worship exclusive to that location (He hadn’t even brought them into the land at all 
yet).


• 10-11: When God was going to accomplish this

• [After] … “He gives you rest from all your enemies around you so that you live in security”

• Then you shall bring all offerings to this place.


• Burnt offerings

• Sacrifices

• Tithes and the contribution

• Votive offerings


• 12: The result: all of you shall rejoice
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The place where God chooses to establish His name

• Where is the place where God God chose to set His name?


• Jerusalem

• I Kings 11:36: But to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may have a lamp 

always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen for Myself to put My name.

• Why Jerusalem?


• David accomplishes rest from the enemies and wants to build the temple in 
Jerusalem

• II Sam 7:1-3: Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the Lord had given 

him rest on every side from all his enemies, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See 
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.” Nathan 
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.”


• I Kings 8:16-20: Solomon finishes building the temple, and speaks to assembly, prays 
to God, and then God responds.

• 16: [after David wants to build the temple] God told David He hasn’t yet chosen a 

city in which a temple should be built that His name would dwell there.

• 17-18: It was good intention, but David wasn’t permitted to build the temple.

• 19: Solomon is going to build the temple.

• 20: Solomon did build the temple.


• God’s response to the building of the temple:

• I Kings 9:3: The Lord said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your supplication, which 

you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which you have built by putting 
My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.


• Worship on the high places

• In Deuteronomy God says that the people aren’t going to be permitted to worship on 

the high places because He was going to choose a place for His name to dwell.

• However, it was a long time before that actually happened, and it seems like God was 

relaxed regarding this rule.

• I Kings 3:2-4: The people were still sacrificing on the high places, because there 

was no house built for the name of the Lord until those days.  Now Solomon loved the 
Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and burned 
incense on the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the 
great high place; Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.


• However, after the building of the temple, worship in the high places was prohibited, 
and especially difficult to reform.

• I Kings 12:29-30: So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to 

them, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that 
brought you up from the land of Egypt.” He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 
Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 
And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people who 
were not of the sons of Levi.


• II Kings 12:2-3: Jehoash did right in the sight of the Lord all his days in which Jehoiada 
the priest instructed him. Only the high places were not taken away; the people still 
sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.


• II Kings 14:4: Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places.


The place where God would choose for His name to dwell is a very big theme in this book

• It is all concentrated in this section primarily.


• Chapter 12:5, 11, 14, 18, 21, 26,

• Chapter 14:23, 24, 25

• Chapter 15:20

• Chapter 16:2, 6, 7, 11, 15, 16
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• Chapter 17:8, 10

• Chapter 18:6

• Chapter 26:2

• Chapter 31:1


• That helps us see that chapters 12-18 are a special section more  focused on the 
religious aspect of the nation.


This is another thing that made the Israelites distinct

• The difference


• The other nations had visible tangible idols and worshipped everywhere.

• The Israelites were to worship an unseen God in a single location.


• The misconception

• It would seem as if the other religions were better because they are more adapted to 

the human senses and sentiments.

• However, it’s just not true.  Worshipping God in truth and love is the best because it’s 

what’s real.


• 13-14: Repeating the same exhortation for the third time.


• 15-27: Rules about eating meat

• 15-16: Eating meat within their own gates / not in the place where God chooses for His 

name to dwell.

• They can eat whatever they desire*


• They can eat any clean animal within their gates as if it were a gazelle.

• *This doesn’t mean they can eat unclean meet.

• *This doesn’t mean they can eat in an unclean manner i.e. the blood.


• It doesn’t matter if they are clean or unclean


• 17-19: Things required to be eaten at the place where God chooses for His name to 
dwell.

• These things have to be eaten at the place where God chooses for His name to dwell


• Tithes (of grain, oil, and wine)

• Firstborn (of herd or clock)

• Offerings (votive, freewill, contributions)


• Two commands regarding foods eaten at the temple

• Rejoice before the Lord in your undertaking.

• Don’t forsake the Levites.


• 20-27: Repetition of rules

• 20: The reason for permitting the eating of meat within their own gates

• 20-21: The place where God chooses to put His name is too far


• God will extend their borders.

• So a single location will be far away for many.


• 21-22: Repetition of permission

• You may eat whatever you desire

• Of herd or flock

• Just as a gazelle


• 23-25: Repetition of the eating of blood being prohibited 

• 26-27: Repetition of the things that need to be eaten in the temple


• They are “holy things” = religious

• Burnt offerings

• Flesh and blood of sacrifices = as the process should go


• Pour out the blood
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• Eat the flesh


What does this all mean?

• Previously:


• Prohibition to kill and eat oxen, lamb, or goats without having brought them to the 
tabernacle as an offering

• Lev 17:3-4: Any man from the house of Israel who slaughters an ox or a lamb or a goat in 

the camp, or who slaughters it outside the camp, and has not brought it to the doorway of 
the tent of meeting to present it as an offering to the Lord before the tabernacle of the 
Lord, bloodguiltiness is to be reckoned to that man.


• This was to ensure that the people would bring their sacrifices to the tabernacle

• Lev 17:5: The reason is so that the sons of Israel may bring their sacrifices which they 

were sacrificing in the open field, that they may bring them in to the Lord, at the doorway 
of the tent of meeting to the priest, and sacrifice them as sacrifices of peace offerings to 
the Lord.


• This did not prohibit the eating of all meat, just these animals reserved for sacrifices

• Lev 17:13: So when any man from the sons of Israel, or from the aliens who sojourn 

among them, in hunting catches a beast or a bird which may be eaten, he shall pour out its 
blood and cover it with earth.


• Now in Deut

• Because the land is big and the place where God chooses to place His name is far 

away (20-21)…

• God is permitting them to eat whatever (clean) animals within their own gates that 

they desire (15, 20-21).

• The can eat meat just as a gazelle or deer is eaten (this further emphasizes the idea 

that some meats were exclusive for sacrifices, but eating hunted animals was not 
prohibited).


• Why the change?

• So far they’ve all been traveling around the tabernacle, so they have been able to take 

sacrifices to the tabernacle and eat them as offerings there.

• However, in the land they will spread out and be far from the tabernacle / temple, so 

God is relaxing the rule due to this change.


• 28-32: Final exhortation and warning

• 28: Be careful to listen to these words.

• 29-31: Warning about not following the idolatry of the previously destroyed nations.

• 32: Be careful to do commands


13: Preventing Idolatry 
• 1-5: When a false prophet tries to turn you to false gods


• Person:

• Prophet

• Dreamer of dreams


A prophet and a dreamer are equated

• We are quicker to think that God is speaking to us in our dreams


• Few of us would dare to claim that we are prophets, after all, God isn’t miraculously 
speaking to us.


• However, we might be quicker to read in to our dreams to ascertain secret messages 
from God.
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• A dream from God = prophecy

• It’s important to see that God speaking to us in a dream is nothing less than a 

miraculous message from Him, nothing less than prophecy.

• If it seem to much to consider yourself a prophet, then it’s too much to assume that 

your dreams are prophecies from God.

• Why are we quicker to think that our dreams are from God?


• When we are conscious and everything makes sense, we are in our right mind to 
discern that God isn’t miraculously speaking to us.


• In the confusion and ambiguity of a dream, we can read into it more.

• This is not a good reason to assume that God is speaking to us.


• Proof:

• Sign or wonder

• “Concerning which He spoke to you” i.e. the proof that the message is true.


• Message: “Let us go after and serve other gods (whom you don’t know).”


• Exhortation:

• Don’t listen to words of that prophet or dreamer.

• Because God is testing you to see if you love Him with all of your heart.


God testing

• The false prophets were a test


• In the three different situations in which some are trying to lead others to idolatry, 
Moses only speaks of the false prophet as being a case when God is “testing” them.


• I believe this is because of the “signs” and “wonders” the prophets are performing, 
i.e. the explanation of the existence of these signs and wonders is God testing them.

• Is God giving them the ability to do some signs or wonders?

• Is God allowing the devil to give them some kind of ability?

• Or are they just doing tricks?


• Other times God tests with false prophets

• II Thes 2:8-12: Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath 

of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose 
coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and 
with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding 
influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not 
believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.


• I Kings 22:22: The Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And 
one said this while another said that. Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord and 
said, ‘I will entice him.’ The Lord said to him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I will go out and be a 
deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and also 
prevail. Go and do so.’ Now therefore, behold, the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth 
of all these your prophets; and the Lord has proclaimed disaster against you.”


• Is it fair for God to test us?

• Test / tempt:


• NT

• James 1:13: Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 

God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt 
anyone.


• In Greek it’s the same word.  The meaning is determined by the context.

• OT
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• In the NASB OT translation, the word “tempt/ed/ation” is only used 3x in the 
psalms.


• “Test” is translated = make a test (1), proved (1), put (1), put to the test (2), 
tempted (3), test (13), tested (9), testing (3), tried (1), try (1), venture (1), 
ventures (1).


• God allows things to challenge us as an opportunity for us to put His word into 
practice.  He never fails to give us sufficient help to overcome the test, but allows the 
test to pull away those who were not sincere in the first place.


• If there’s anything the Israelites knew clearly at this point, is that they shouldn’t 
worship idols.  If they want to do that anyways, they will look for any opportunity to 
justify that and do so, and God will allow that to happen.


• Command:

• Be loyal to God: follow the Lord, fear Him, keep His commandments, listen to His 

voice, serve Him, cling to Him

• Punish the false prophet: put him to death.


• Reason:

• Administer justice for crime: he has counseled rebellion against God (who saved you 

from Egypt).

• Prevent repeat offense: purge the evil from among you.


• 6-11: When close friend or relative tries to turn you to false gods


• Person:

• Brother (mother’s son; including half brother)

• Child

• Wife

• Close friend (as your own soul)


• Message: “Let us go and serve other gods” (those you haven’t known).


• Exhortation:

• Don’t listen

• Don’t pity and protect him

• Put him to death (via stoning)


• Your hand first

• Then the hands of the whole assembly


• Reason:

• Administer justice for crime: He sought to seduce you from God (who saved you from 

Egypt)

• Prevent repeat offense: all Israel will be afraid and will never do such a wicked thing 

again.


• 12-18: When a whole town turns to idols


• Person:

• Worthless men from among the Israelites…

• Influence a whole town to serve idols.


• Message: “Let us go and serve other gods” (whom you have not known)
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• Exhortation:

• First confirm the suspicion (do so thoroughly)

• If it is true, strike the city with the edge of the sword


• Utterly destroy (all inhabitants and livestock)

• Burn all the spoils as a burnt offering to God (don’t take anything under the ban)

• The city shall never be rebuilt


• Reason: God will have mercy and compassion on you and make you increase if you listen 
to His commandments.


Pattern: love the God you know.  Not the one you don’t.

• Gods they don’t know:


• In each case that they are being drawn to worship false gods, Moses adds the 
parenthetical statement “that you didn’t know”.


• This means they had no reason to follow these gods.

• The God they do know: 


• When Moses describes the sin, he describes it in all three cases as disloyalty to the 
God that saved them from Egypt.


• That means they do know God.  They have reason to be faithful to Him!

• So why would they serve an idol over Him?


Extreme stance against idolatry

• Only one God / one religion


• All other religions and things that compete with God are bad.

• This is not a popular idea today.  We need to hold onto this extreme perspective.


• Do we care?

• Do we care if we have and idol?

• Do we see all religions as being okay?

• Do we care when someone we love is turning to a false religion?


Preventative measures against idolatry

• Part of the reason for the extreme punishment was to keep others from going to idolatry.


• 13:3: So you shall purge the evil from among you.

• 13:11: Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such a wicked thing 

among you.

• Some guilty suffered their own justice so that others won’t be guilty of those same sins 

and need to also suffer that same justice.


No partiality

• God isn’t being partial


• 13:15-17 sounds just like His commands of what to do after destroying Jericho.

• God demands the same justice against His own people as He does against the other 

nations.

• God doesn’t us to be partial


• There is the demand to deliver the idol worshipper over to justice, even if it is a loved 
one.


• Are we more loyal to God, and care more about the spiritual welfare of others than our 
relationships with people?
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14:1-21: Holiness Laws 
• 1-2: Cutting and shaving prohibited


• Prohibitions:

• Do not cut yourselves

• Do not shave your forehead (lit. between the eyes).


• Motivation for these prohibited acts: for the sake of the dead


• Reason for prohibition:

• You are a holy people

• Yahweh has chosen you for His own possession


Understanding this prohibition

• Why would this be a bad things?  There are some other verses that seem to be 

connected, and can give us a little better understanding.

• Other passages:


1. Lev 19:27-28: You shall not round off the side-growth of your heads nor harm the edges of 
your beard. You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead nor make any tattoo marks 
on yourselves: I am the Lord.

• Prohibitions: rounding of side-growth of beard, harming edges of bear, bodily 

cuts, nor make tattoo marks 

Tattoo: the word in Hebrew, only used once in the Bible, although has some other 
meanings, seems to mean tattoo in this context. There is concrete evidence of tattoos 
existing long before this so it could very well refer to tattooing just as we understand it 
today.  This is distinct from cutting and gashing. 

• Motivation for prohibited acts: for the dead.

• Context: 


• Vs 26: No eating blood or soothsaying.

• Vs 29-30: don’t prostitute daughters.

• Vs 31: Don’t use spiritists of mediums.


2. Lev 21:5: They shall not make any baldness on their heads, nor shave off the edges of their 
beards, nor make any cuts in their flesh.

• Prohibition: making (deliberately) head bald, shaving edges of the bears, cutting 

the flesh

• Context: this prohibition address specifically to the priests.

• Reason for prohibition: vs. 5: they shall be holy to God and not profane His name 

since they offer sacrifices.

3. Deut 26:14: I have not eaten of it while mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was 

unclean, nor offered any of it to the dead. I have listened to the voice of the Lord my God; I 
have done according to all that You have commanded me.

• Implied prohibitions: not eating the [sacred portion (vs. 13)] while mourning, or 

unclean, offering sacrifices to the dead, 

• Context: this is a hypothetical Israelite confessing to God that He has been 

obedient, and seeking His blessing.

• Making sense of it all:


• Connection to holiness: these laws, though strange to us, were connected to them 
being holy to God, by not being like the pagan nations

• Deut 14:2: be holy because you’re My possession among all the world.

• Lev 19:28: “I am Yahweh”.  This law is in the section of “Yahweh” laws that are all 

about them being Yahweh’d distinct possession.

• Lev 21:5: the priests are to be holy because they offer the holy sacrifices.


• Connection to idolatry: most of these prohibitions are given in opposition to normal 
idolatrous practices
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• Deut 14:2: it follows teaching against idolatry.

• Lev 19:28: it’s surrounded by prohibitions against idolatry.

• Lev 21:5: it’s about proper and holy worship.

• Cutting self is seen to be an idolatrous practice elsewhere: I Kings 18:28: So they 

cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords and 
lances until the blood gushed out on them.


• Connected to practices for the dead:

• These passages show that these deeds were done in connection to the dead.


• Deut 14:2: for the dead

• Lev 21:2-5: the priests are not allowed to defile themselves with the dead 

except for close relatives, and are not allowed to shave heads etc. (implication 
as an act of mourning the dead.


• Lev 19:27-28: for the dead

• Deut 26:14: offering sacrifice to the dead


• Practices for the dead

• There would be pagan offerings for the sake of the dead, or to the dead (Deut 

26:14).

• And there would be pagan processes of mourning the dead


• Cutting and gashing is also pagan mourning process:

• Jer 16:6: Both great men and small will die in this land; they will not be buried, they will 

not be lamented, nor will anyone gash himself or shave his head for them.

• Jer 41:5: eighty men came from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria with their 

beards shaved off and their clothes torn and their bodies gashed, having grain offerings 
and incense in their hands to bring to the house of the Lord.


• God’s prohibitions against mourning the dead:

• Priests: Lev 21:1-5: they can’t be defiled except for family member, and can’t 

mourn them by gashing and shaving.

• High priest: 


• Lev 21:10-15: they are forbidden to be defiled by any dead.

• Lev 10:6-7: the remaining priests and Aaron were forbidden to mourn the 

death of Nadab and Abihu.  

• The people:


• Deut 14:1-2: these prohibitions seem to be against mourning the dead in this 
pagan way.


• Deut 26:14: implied good thing to not eat the sacred portions of sacrifices 
while mourning the dead.


• Why does God forbid mourning?

• It is just forbidding mourning in a pagan way?  Or limiting how much they are 

allowed to mourn the dead for issues of faith? 

• The pagan’s had practices connected to the dead, and God is forbidding the 

Israelites to copy any of them.  However, God forbidding the priests from 
mourning their own dead goes even beyond that.  So it seems like a mix.  
Prohibitions are against the pagan practices, but also because God is teaching 
lessons about death.


• Conclusion:

• The Israelites were prohibited from cutting themselves, or shaving themselves in 

connection to mourning (esp) the dead.  

• Though it’s likely this was a pagan practice, it goes beyond that because God doesn’t 

gives the priests restrictions for mourning the dead (and not because of any pagan 
practice), and because God didn’t want the Israelites eating the holy portions while 
mourning their dead.
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• 3-21: Dietary restrictions

• 3-8: (Land) animals they can and can’t eat


• 3-6: Permitted animals

• Examples: 


• Domestic: ox, sheep, goat

• Hunted: deer, gazelle, roebuck, wild goat, the ibex, antelope, mountain sheep


• Rule: must fulfill two requirements

1. Any animal that divides the hoof and has the hoof split in two 

2. And chews the cud


• 7-8: Prohibited animals

• Animals that only fulfill one of the two requirements: 


• Those that chew the cud, but don’t split the hoof: camel, rabbit, shaphan

• Those that have split hoof, but don’t chew the cud: pig


• Prohibitions:

• Don’t eat their flesh

• Don’t touch their carcasses


• 9-10: Water animals they can and can’t eat

• Permitted: must fulfill two requirements


1. Has fins

2. Has scales


• Prohibited: anything that doesn’t meet both requirements.


• 11-20: Winged animals they can and can’t eat

• Permitted: clean birds


• Prohibited: 

• Birds: eagle, vulture, buzzard, red kite, falcon, raven, ostrich, owl, sea gull, hawk, 

little owl, great owl, white owl, pelican, carrion vulture, cormorant, stork, hoopoe,

• Winged mammals: the bat

• Winged insects: “all the teeming life with wings”


• 21: Other prohibitions

• Prohibition against eating animals that die of themselves


• Example: sick animal, killed by predator.

• They can be eaten by the alien or foreigner


• Prohibition against boiling young goat in mother’s milk

• No evidence of why this is prohibited.

• This is where kosher laws against mixing meat and dairy come from.


Rules are not necessarily about good or bad, but about distinguishing Gods’ people

• Rules weren’t for all the world: the foreigner and alien could eat the animal that dies of 

itself.

• Rules were to distinguish God’s people


• Vs. 2: For you are a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a 
people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.


• Vs. 21: for you are a holy people to the Lord your God. 
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14:22-29: Tithing Laws 
• 22-26: Your portion of the tithes


• Protocol: 

• Tithe your produce yearly.

• Eat it where God chooses to place His name.

• Eat it in God’s presence and rejoice (vs. 26).


• Reason: so you learn to fear the Lord always


• Addendum: if location is too far

• Sell your tithe in your hometown…

• Then use the money to buy whatever you want when you get there.


Tithing was meant to be enjoyed with God

• They were meant to enjoy a portion of their own tithe in a fellowship meal with God where 

He chooses to put his name. This was to teach them to fear God. 

• We learn to fear God when we take our own blessings and enjoy them with Him in prayer 

and thanksgiving and acknowledgement.

• Let’s take our blessings back to God and enjoy them with Him.


Joy a big theme

• Joy & rejoice are used a lot in this section


• 12:7: There also you and your households shall eat before the Lord your God, and rejoice in all 
your undertakings in which the Lord your God has blessed you.


• 12:12: And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your sons and daughters, your 
male and female servants, and the Levite who is within your gates, since he has no portion or 
inheritance with you.


• Deut 12:18: But you shall eat them before the Lord your God in the place which the Lord your 
God will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male and female servants, and the 
Levite who is within your gates; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God in all your 
undertakings.


• Deut 14:26: You may spend the money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen, or sheep, or 
wine, or strong drink, or whatever your heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of 
the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household


• Deut 16:11: [Feast of Weeks] and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your 
son and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite who is in your town, 
and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place where the 
Lord your God chooses to establish His name.


• Deut 16:14-15: [Feast of Booths] and you shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and 
your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite and the stranger and the 
orphan and the widow who are in your towns. Seven days you shall celebrate a feast to the 
Lord your God in the place which the Lord chooses, because the Lord your God will bless you 
in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be altogether joyful.


• Other verses: Deut 26:11; 27:7; 28:47; 30:9; 32:43; 33:18

• This is the religious law section, and all this rejoicing is in connection to their religious 

service.

• Practicing religion should be joyful


• We get to worship God.

• Doing it right = pleasing Him > joy (Cain vs. Abel)

• We need to be joyful as we worship rather than seeing it as a drag (Deut 28:47).
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• 27-29: Priest’s portion of tithes

• Warning: don’t neglect the Levites


• Command:

• The complete tithe every third year is deposited in the city.

• It shall be given to


• Levites (because they have no portion or inheritance)

• Needy (because they have no one else to take care of them)


• Alien

• Orphan

• Widow


• Reason:

• So they can eat and be satisfied.

• That God will bless you.


The tithes were welfare

• The tithes were also meant to be support for the Levites, and help for the needy.

• God instituted national welfare.  

• Although our government’s system is broken and money is wasted on those who abuse 

the system, we should be willing to deal with that and be grateful for the people who are 
legitimately helped by our funds.


Helping poor = true religion

• This fits the “true religion” of James 1.

• Jams 1:27: Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans 

and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

• This has been consistent through the Testaments.


15:1-18: Debt & Slave Release 
• 1-11: Sabbath Year Debt Release


• Debt remission law

• Frequency: every seven years

• Protocol: 


• Every creditor remises his brother’s debt.

• Debts of foreigners can still be exacted.


• 4-6: Irrelevance clause: 

• This law won’t be necessary because God will bless you in the land.

• They will lend to other nations, not vice versa.

• Contingency: IF they obey God.


• 7-10: Greed warning

• Warning: don’t turn away needy brother, even if the Sabbath Year of remission is 

soon.

• Reason: 


• He will cry against God, and it will be sin for you.

• Nothing to lose; “God will bless you”

• You will always need to be helping the poor.


Poor? Or No poor?
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• First it says there will be no poor people, then it says there will always be poor people.  
Which is it?


• Note that the first is contingent upon their obedience.  

• However, since they will not be obedient, they won’t be as blessed as they could be, and 

the poor will remain in the land.


Social problems the result of sin

• It would not even require miraculous intervention to eliminate all the poor from the land.

• Just neutral conditions (no drought, no natural disasters) and everyone obeying God, and 

merely doing what God commands will solve the problem of poverty.

• Everyone will be hard working.

• No one will cheat, steal, exhort, take advantage.

• There will be no excessively unbalanced wealth accumulation because everyone will 

be sharing.

• Thus, the best solution to social problems is for people to repent.


• 12-18: Seven year release of slaves

• Protocol: if countryman is your slave


• Duration of service:

• Six years

• The seventh year he shall be released


• Terms of release:

• Not empty-handed

• Furnish him from the flock, threshing, and wine.


• Reason: 

• Bless him as God blessed you

• Remember when you were a slave in Egypt

• Vs. 18


• He has given you 2x the amount of service as a hired hand

• So God will bless you in all that you do.


• Permanent slave clause

• If he wants to stay with you because he loves you and fares well with you…

• Pierce his ear, and he will be your servant forever.


The nature of slavery

• The slavery of kinsmen would be similar to going bankrupt, so selling your services to an 

employer for food, shelter, and care.

• We see the nature of the slavery can be so favorable that one might prefer it to freedom.

• This helps us understand how the OT supports slavery. 


The greed paradox

• Why greed?


• We want a lot.

• So taking a lot and not giving a lot is the fastest way to get more.


• Greed doesn’t work

• And yet, greedy methods undercut success.

• Examples


• Slavery in this country: quick way to make money, how many long term economic 
problems?


• Chick-fil-a: not open on Sundays, very prosperous business 

• Greed is a fault in integrity, and where integrity lacks, comes other greater problems.


• We need to be generous


�14



• God was only going to bless them as they were generous, so being generous was the 
fastest way for them to prosper.


• Today, greed will cause us to suffer more loss, and keep God from providentially 
blessing us.


15:19 - 16:17: Three Migratory Feasts 
• 15:19-23: Consecrating the Firstborn of the Flock/Herd


• What is consecrated

• Firstborn

• Males

• From flock or herd


• Prohibitions:

• Don’t work with the firstborn

• Don’t shear firstborn


• Command: Eat it before the Lord once a year in the place where the Lord chooses.


• Defect clause: if it has any defect…

• You shall not sacrifice it to the Lord.

• You can eat it within your gates


• Just as if it were a hunted animal.

• Doesn’t matter if you are clean or unclean.

• Just don’t eat the blood.


The consecration of the firstborn is connected to the Passover

• Exodus 11 - 13


• Chapters 11 - 12 are about the tenth plague, and the Passover.

• Just after that, in Ex 13:1-2 (Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb 

among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.), God commands them 
to sanctify the first born.


• In Ex 13:3-10 God commands them to partake of this rite (referring to Passover and 
the consecration of the first born) because they were saved from Egyptian slavery.  He 
then gives them more instruction regarding the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 


• So this leads us into the following section that is about the Passover and Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.


We give back what God has given us

• The consecration of the first born


• God saved them from slavery by the firstborn of Egypt.

• So Israel was then supposed to “repay” God by giving them their firstborn.


• Of course it’s not really equal payment: their firstborn sons don’t actually die.

• And of course it’s not really a sufficient repayment: the death of their sons doesn’t 

really make a difference.

• But it’s what they would do to remember and say thank you to God for what He 

had done for them.

• God saves us from sin by the death of His firstborn


• Jesus, God’s “firstborn” dies to set us free.

• That’s really the “death” of God Himself (Acts 20:28: Be on guard for yourselves and for 

all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood.)
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• Since God died for us, we do the same (II Cor 5:14-15: For the love of Christ controls us, 
having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they 
who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their 
behalf.)


• This is how we “repay” God.

• Of course it isn’t equal payment: we are living for Him rather than dying.

• Of course it’s not sufficient payment: how can our flawed lives be equal to the 

death of Jesus.

• But it’s what we do to remember and say thank you to God for what He’s done for 

us.


• 16:1-8: Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread

• When:


• Month of Abib

• Sacrifice the Passover at sunset

• The Feast of Unleavened bread lasts seven days.


• What:

• The Passover sacrifice: 


• Sacrifice from the herd or flock to the Lord your God.

• Don’t leave any flesh leftover for morning.


• Unleavened bread:

• Don’t eat leavened bread with it.

• For seven days eat unleavened bread (aka bread of affliction)

• For seven days, no leaven shall be seen in your territory


• On seventh day they is solemn assembly and no work.


Would this be the same firstborn of the herd or flock we just read about?

• They were to take the firstborn of the herd or flock and eat it before the Lord once a year 

in the place the Lord chooses because God took them from Egypt.

• This is four connections.  Is it referring to the Passover meal?


• Where: 

• You are not allowed to sacrifice Passover in your towns

• You must do it at place where God puts His name.


• Why: 

• This is the month that God took you from Egypt.

• “all the days of your life the day when you came 

out of the land of Egypt”.


• 16:9-12: Feast of Weeks

• When: 


• Seven weeks from putting the sickle into the 
standing grain.


• Lev 23:4-16 in a convoluted way reveals that there 
would be a sheaf grain offered as first fruits the day 
after the Passover was sacrificed, and the seven 
weeks leading up to the Feast of Weeks starts on 
that day.
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9-12. Seven weeks shalt thou number--
The feast of weeks, or a WEEK OF 

WEEKS: the feast of pentecost (see on 
Le 23:10; also see Ex 34:22; Ac 2:1). As 

on the second day of the passover a 
sheaf of new barley, reaped on 
purpose, was offered, so on the 

second day of pentecost a sheaf of 
new wheat was presented as first-fruits 

(Ex 23:16; Nu 28:26), a freewill, 
spontaneous tribute of gratitude to 
God for His temporal bounties. This 
feast was instituted in memory of the 
giving of the law, that spiritual food by 
which man's soul is nourished (De 8:3).



• What:

• Celebrate the Feast of Weeks

• By bringing a tribute free will offering.

• Give as the Lord prospers you.

• You shall rejoice before the Lord (you, your sons, servants, Levites, strangers, orphans 

and widows).  Does that mean all these partake in this meal?


• Where: the place where God chooses to put His name


• Why: you are to remember that you were slaves in Egypt


Offerings have always been proportionate

• They are supposed to give of the first fruits that God gives them.

• That necessarily means it will be proportionate to God’s blessings.

• The NT isn’t the only place where giving is proportionate.  It’s that way all throughout the 

Law.


Remember slavery

• The first feast is to remember being set free from Egypt. 

• This feast is to remember that they used to be slaves.


• They used to work to give everything to the evil slave masters of Egypt.

• Now they have a new merciful master that lets them reap and keep their own labors.


• Still, as a sign of appreciation and trust in God’s providence, they give Him the first fruits.


Remember the bad times to be good today

• God has them remember their bad situation so they can appreciate the good.

• We shouldn’t look to our sinful past and feel overwhelmed as if we haven’t been or can’t 

be forgiven.

• However, we should look back and remember we don’t deserve what we have.  We can’t 

appreciate what we have now until we remember what used to be.


Giving the first fruits

• This is about realizing it’s given and we don’t deserve it.

• It’s about trust that God has provided, therefore He will continue to provide in the future. 

• There’s no fear in giving, because you ultimately won’t be lacking in the end.


• 16:13-15: Feast of Booths

• When: 


• Seven days after gathering from threshing floor and wine vats.

• Lev 23:34: on the fifteenth of seventh month.

• For seven days.


• What:

• Feast of Booths, aka Feast of Ingathering (Ex 23:16).

• Rejoice in seven day feast (you, your sons, servants, Levites, strangers, orphans and 

widows). 


• Where: the place where God puts His name.


• Why: because God will bless you in all your produce and work and you will be joyful.


• 16:16-17: Summary statement
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• The men of Israel are to appear at the location that God chooses three times a year to 
celebrate these feasts. 


• They shall not appear empty-handed (they shall bring offerings according to their ability).


Three celebrations for three things

• Passover: celebrate being set free from Egypt.

• Feast of Weeks: celebrate not being slaves.

• Feast of Booths: celebrate having produce in the land.


16:18 - 17:20: Justice Laws 
• 16:18-20: Rules for judges and officers


• Appointment

• Appoint judges and officers in your towns according to tribes.


• Prohibitions for

• Do not distort justice

• Do not be partial

• Do not take a bribe (because bribes blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the word 

of justice.


• Purpose: 

• They shall judge with righteous judgment.

• You are to pursue only justice.


• 16:21-17:7: Penalty for idolatry

• 16:21-17:1 Worship prohibitions


• No idols

• Don’t plant an Asherah beside the altar of God.

• Don’t set up sacred pillars.


• No defected sacrifices


• 17:2-7: Penalty for the idol worshipper

• Crime: man or woman who has transgressed covenant by worshipping idols.


• Process: 

• If you hear of this…

• Inquire thoroughly to make sure it’s true.

• Two or three witnesses are required to confirm (the evidence of one witness isn’t 

sufficient).


It appears as if this is information for the future appointed judges to adhere to.


• Penalty:

• The idol worshipper is to be taken out to the gates…

• And stoned to death.

• The witness throws the first stone, followed by the rest of the assembly.


• Result:  purge the evil from your midst.
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• 17:8-13: Difficult cases

• Challenge: When the case of dispute is too difficult for you to know how to resolve.


• Process: 

• You shall go to place where God choose and talk to the Levitical priest or the judge in 

office.

• You shall inquire of them, and they shall declare the verdict.

• You shall do according to the verdict.


This is referring to the judge, as in like the leaders in the book of judges.


• The importance of following their instruction:

• Exhortations


• You shall do according to the terms of the verdict.

• You shall be careful to do all that they teach you.


• According to the terms of the Law

• According to the verdict.


• Don’t turn to right or left

• Penalty for not adhering to their verdict


• The man who is presumptuous and and doesn’t listen to the priest or judge…

• Shall die.


• Result:

• The people will fear and be afraid.

• No one will act presumptuously again.


• 17:14-20: Rules for the king

• 14-17: Appointing king


• Why a king: You will enter land and desire a king like the rest of the nations.

• Qualifications for king:


• Whom the Lord chooses

• Must be countryman, not foreigner


• 16-20: Rules for the king

• Prohibitions:


• Don’t multiply horses

• This is to keep the people from returning to Egypt because God told them to 

never return to Egypt.

• One commentator says that horses will increase mobility and thus foreign 

affairs and more dependence on pagan nations like Egypt.

• Don’t multiply wives: they will turn his heart away.

• Don’t multiply gold and silver


• Commands:

• He shall write his own copy of the law

• He shall read it every day


• Result:

• He shall learn to fear God.

• His heart won’t be lifted up above His countrymen.

• He won’t turn aside from the commandment.

• His dynasty will continue.


God is the True Leader
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• People want to be leaders so they can do what they want.  Who can tell the king what to 
do?  No one!


• Not in this case.  It is clear that there is a leader above the king, God Himself, and the 
king must submit himself to His rule.


• There is no time or situation in which we’ll ever outgrow God’s rule over us.


The king is a spiritual leader

• King leadership


• The king can’t do things that will turn the people away from God (horses).

• They king can’t do things that will turn himself from God (wives).

• Everything he does needs to be leading people to follow the True Leader, God.


• We need to see ourselves as leaders

• Realize how many people we impact.

• Consider how much our actions impact them.

• Make decisions, not with just ourselves in mind, but others (where will our actions 

take them?).


How to be effective leaders

• Avoid things that take us from God.


• Examples

• Horses: distract us from God

• Wives: tempt us from God

• Gold and silver: compete with our love for God.


• The more we are full of other things (thorns), the harder it is to love God.

• Go to the word


• Fear the Lord: 

• The word helps us remember our place before God.

• This helps us fear Him.


• Heart not lifted above countrymen: 

• The word keep us from forgetting who we are next to others.

• This helps us treat them properly.


• Not turn aside from the command:

• To be leaders, we have to do what the Bible says.

• Reading the Bible is the only way we’ll actually do that.


Personal spirituality

• The king doesn’t just use any scroll of the Law, he writes his own.

• We can’t just borrow someone else’s spiritual conviction, we need to have our own.

• Our own spiritual conviction requires us taking personal steps and doing things for 

ourselves.

• Especially making our own decisions.  Deciding our own ways of pursuing God and a 

relationship with Him.


18:1-8: The Priest’s Portions 
• 1-2: The priests have no portion


• The inheritance they do not have: they have no land among the Israelites.

• The inheritance they do have:


1. Portions of the offerings to God.

2. The Lord Himself


Perhaps God is continually trying to remind them of the equilibrium
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• The priests have no land, but they get the special religious privileges.

• The rest of the Israelites don’t have the special religious privileges, but they do have 

inherited land.


• 3-5: The priest’s portions of the offerings

• Portions from animal sacrifices:


• The shoulder

• The two cheeks

• The stomach


• The first fruits

• Grain

• New wine

• Oil

• Shearing of sheep


• Reason: God has chosen him and his sons to serve before the Lord forever.


Workers can be compensated

So they don’t entangle themselves in earthly affairs


• 6-8: Levites get the same portions: if a Levite (this is not a priest, but a Levite), he shall serve 
as they do, and they will get equal portions.


This might explain Samuel

• Commentators speak about this referring to a particularly pious Levite who wants to 

serve in a greater sense.  He can dedicate himself to God and be a servant to the priests 
and also partake of the offerings.


• Is this what we find with Samuel?

• Samuel’s lineage:


• Elkanah: I Sam 1:1: Now there was a certain man 
from Ramathaim-zophim from the hill country of 
Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah the son of 
Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of 
Zuph, an Ephraimite.


• Elkanah being an Ephraimite is referencing that 
he lived there, not his actually genealogy.


• Elkanah, and thus Samuel, were Levites of the 
Kohathite family (I Chron 6:16-30).


• The dilemma:

• He was a Levite, but not a son of Aaron, thus he 

can’t serve as priest.

• However, we seem to see him doing such things.


• It could be that he has certain privileges because of 
this clause that permits them to Levites who 
specially dedicate themselves.


• He would have been a special servant and leader 
among the priests, but not actually do things he 
wasn’t authorized to do.  It says that Solomon did 
sacrifices, but he didn’t actually do them.  It’s likely 
the same here.
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Ellicott's Commentary 
for English Readers

(6-8) And if a Levite come.—The 
Levites with the priests were to 
receive forty-eight cities in Israel, with 
the suburbs (Numbers 35:7). There 
was as yet no provision made by 
which all could serve in turn at the 
tabernacle. When David divided them 
all into courses, priests, Levites, 
singers (and porters?) alike, there 
was no longer any need for this 
provision. The institutions of David 
prove its antiquity. The only case in 
history that illustrates it is that of the 
child Samuel. His father, Elkanah, 
was a descendant of Korah. He dwelt 
in Mount Ephraim, and came up to 
Shiloh year by year. But Samuel was 
dedicated by his mother to perpetual 
service there, and as long as the 
tabernacle continued in Shiloh, the 
child Samuel “ministered to the Lord 
before Eli the priest”—not as a priest, 
but as a Levite in attendance upon 
the priests.

http://biblehub.com/numbers/35-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/numbers/35-7.htm


18:9-22: Laws Regarding Prophets 
• 9-14: Prohibition of pagan practices


• The Israelites were to abstain from these pagan practices being done in the land

• Passing children through the fire

• Divination

• Witchcraft

• Interpreting omens

• Sorcery

• Casting spells

• Mediums

• Spiritists

• Calling up the dead


• The emphasis here is the powers and communication of these particular pagan practices

• It says that the nations listen to those who practice witchcraft and divination.

• The Israelites are forbidden to do so, because they have a real God to listen to.


• 15-19: The Prophet like Moses

• What: God is going to raise up a prophet like Moses among the Israelites that the people 

should listen to.


• Why: 

• In response to their request to no longer hear the voice of God.

• God said this was good, and is therefore going to send them a prophet like Moses.


• About this prophet:

• Need to listen to Him


• God will give Him the words to speak.

• The one who doesn’t listen to His words will be judged by God.

• Jn 12:48-50: He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges 

him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day. For I did not speak on My own 
initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to 
say and what to speak. I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I 
speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”


• This is in contrast to the false prophets mentioned previously and after

• Paganism: In the previous text, the Israelites were told they weren’t permitted to 

listen to those who practice divination.

• False Yahweh prophets: in the next passage He is going to tell them to not listen 

to the presumptuous prophet who falsely prophesies in Jesus’ name.


THE Prophet

• There will be a significant prophet in the future


• This isn’t just the raising of “a” prophet like God has raised in the past.

• This is a raising of a special future prophet, denoted by him being compared to 

Moses.

• Moses was unlike any past prophet, and one day there will be a future prophet of 

equal significance.

• The NT speaks of “the” Prophet in this way


• The Jews were expecting this “the Prophet”, but didn’t anticipate it being Jesus.

• Verses: 
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• Jn 1:21, 25: They asked [John the Baptist], “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he *said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” … They asked him, and said to 
him, “Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”


• Jesus is “the Prophet”

• Acts 3:22: Peter quotes Duet 18 in reference to Jesus.

• Acts 7:37: Stephen quotes Deut 18 in a sermon about Jesus.


• In what ways is Jesus like Moses?

• Leader

• Extreme miracle worker


• Feeds multitudes, Jesus is bread from heaven

• Provide water, Jesus is living water


• Law giver

• Covenant maker

• Delivered from slavery

• Baptism into Moses (I Cor 10:2) / Jesus

• Mediator, advocate, goes up and down between God and people

• Fasting for 40 days to save the people


• Jesus is greater than Moses

• The people expected a prophet to be like Moses = i.e. as great as Moses.  

• They didn’t expect this prophet to exceed Moses.

• But that’s what He does


• Mat 17:3-5: And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Peter said 
to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, 
one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”


• Heb 3:2-6: He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house. 
For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder 
of the house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, but the 
builder of all things is God. Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a Son 
over His house.


Jesus is mediator

• Just as Moses served to mediate because the people couldn’t handle God’s awesome 

presence, God is going to raise a prophet to do the same in the future.  

• Jesus goes before our great and awesome God so that we can bear His awesome power 

and face His wrath.


• 20-22: False prophets

• Law regarding false prophets


• The presumptuous prophet: 

• Speaks on God’s behalf without a word from God.

• This is the same as falsehood and lies.


• The penalty: death


• How to determine false prophets

• If what he says doesn’t come true, he is false.

• Don’t listen to him.

• Don’t fear him. 
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Deut 19 - 26: Section Two Pt. 2 
Civil Laws


19:1-13: Cities of Refuge 
• 1-3:  Three additional cities of refuge


• They already had three cities east of the Jordan.

• When they conquered west of the Jordan, they were to establish three additional cities so 

that there would be accessible locations on every region of the country. 


• 4-7: Function of the cities of refuge: they provides protection from vengeful kin in the case of 
involuntary manslaughter.


• 8-10: Three more additional cities of refuge

• God could potential enlarge their borders even further, in which case they would need up 

to three more cities of refuge.

• Some suggest these passages show the additional land they could have potentially 

conquered:

• Gen 15:18: On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants 

I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates.

• Ex 23:31: I will fix your boundary from the Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and from the 

wilderness to the River Euphrates; for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, 
and you will drive them out before you.


• They never established three more cities of refuge

• They never conquered all the potential territory because it was contingent upon their 

obedience.

• Since they were never sufficiently obedient, they never received all that God had 

intended to give them, thus they never had the need to establish all nine cities of 
refuge.


• 11-13: In the case of the murder: if it turns out that the one who has fled to the city of refuge 
had in fact deliberately killed his brother, then the elders shall deliver him to death.


The purpose of the cities of refuge: properly handle innocent blood

1. To limit the amount of innocent blood shed (19:10): in the case of involuntary 

manslaughter, God didn’t want even more innocent blood to be shed, so He protects 
the accidental killer.


2. To purge the innocent blood shed (19:13): in the case of premeditated murder, God 
wanted to insure that the evil was punished and thus cleanses the land of the innocent 
blood.


19:14-21: Laws Against Deception 
• 14: Don’t move your neighbors boundary


• 15-21: Penalty for false testimony

• 15: The need for multiple witnesses.


• One witness isn’t sufficient to convict someone.
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• Only listen if there are at least two witnesses.

• Perhaps three are required if there is something questionable about either of the two 

witnesses and further corroboration is required.


• 16-21: Protocol for when a witness is found to be untrue

• Both witness and defendant face trial to determine who is true, the witness or 

defendant.

• In the case that the witness is guilty, he will receive whatever penalty was intended for 

the defendant (following the eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth principle).

• Purpose:


• This purges the evil.

• Puts fear in others so that they will not do the same. 


Eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth was a civil arrangement

• Here is a clear example where this rule is put in play after trial and according to the 

judge’s discretion.  It was always meant to be enacted by the governing forces.

• However, it was distorted by the Jews, and is distorted in our minds, to be permission for 

personal vengeance.

• Jesus makes it clear that this is no the case (Mat 5:38-42).


Deut 20: Laws of Warfare 
• 1-9: Dealing with fear of the enemy


• 1: Exhortation to not fear: don’t fear when you see large armies with horses because the 
Lord who brought you from Egypt is with you.


• 2-4: The priests’ address: the priests shall remind the army that God will fight for them.


• 5-8: The officers’ address: they will give special permission for certain people to leave.

• To those who might not be able to take advantage of a recently received blessing:


• To those who have bought a new house

• To those who have planted a vineyard

• To those who have recently gotten engaged


• To those who might spread fear and doubt: 

• Those who were afraid were granted permission to leave so that they wouldn’t 

cause others to fear  as well.

• This is trying to avoid what happened when the spies gave a bad report (Deut 

1:28).  


• 9: After that, commanders over the army would be selected.


The number of troops isn’t the solution:

• This paragraph addresses the fears of the people when encountering large armies

• The solution to fear obviously isn’t in the number of troops (because there are then given 

permissions for groups of people to leave)

• Rather faith (because those lacking faith need to leave so as to diminish the faith of 

others).


• 10-20: Laws for conquering cities

• 10-15: Protocol for conquering cities outside of Canaan


• These were not cities that God has promised them within Canaan.
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• The Israelites were to first offer peace; if accepted they would make all inhabitants 
forced labor.


• If denied, the Israelites were 

1. Kill all the men

2. Keep the women, children, and animals as spoil.


• 16-18: Protocol for conquering cities within Canaan

• You shall leave nothing alive so as not to risk learning their evil religions.

• Clarification: Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.


• 19-20: Protocol for besieging cities

• Don’t destroy the fruit trees; they are food for you.

• This teaches the principle that the land was to be theirs after conquest, so there is no 

wisdom in devastating the land as a war tactic.

• Non-fruit bearing trees should be used for siegeworks so that the city can be 

conquered. 


21:1-9: Atoning Undisclosed Murder 
• 1: The Situation: a man is founded murdered, and his murderer is unknown.


• 2-8: Protocol for atoning undisclosed murder

• 2: Finding who will take responsibility


• The elders: they are the leaders of the people, so that makes them responsible

• Which city:


• They measure to see which city is closest to the scene of the crime.

• The specific elders of that particular city need to take responsibility for this 

unpunished crime.


• 3-8: Atoning the murder

• Sacrifice: unworked heifer

• Location: in an unworked valley with running water

• Process:


• The priests and Levites come near because they are the mediators specially 
designated to resolve disputes.


• The elders:

• Break the neck of the heifer

• Wash their hands over the heifer

• They shall express innocence / lack of responsibility (they didn’t do it, they 

didn’t see it).

• They shall ask for forgiveness / that the innocent blood isn’t counted against 

them.


• 9: Result: The innocent blood is removed from their midst.


Ways it relates to Jesus and salvation

• Impersonal sin: 


• This is kind of a forgiveness of an impersonal sin.  It’s about removing generic guilt 
from the land.


• In the same way, Jesus dies for sin as a whole, so that our personal sins can be 
forgiven.


• The unworked heifer and land
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• I wonder if this doesn’t take us back to the garden before sin entered the world.

• We are all suffering for sin in general, and sin in general needs to be dealt with and 

punished.

• This memory of the garden reminds us of that.


• Need for justice:

• The OT stresses the need for justice. 


• For ignorant sins.

• For sins committed by persons unknown.

• This is in keeping with what is expressed in Gen 4:10: He said, “What have you 

done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground.”

• There needs to be a clearing of this unpunished crime.


• This shows how much more there needs to be justice for our purposeful rebellion, and 
how much we really need Jesus.


• Responsibility for sin

• We see the elders washing their hands of this sin like Pilate did.

• We see them asking to not be held guilty of this innocent blood in contrast to the 

Pharisees accepting full responsibility for Jesus’ blood.

• Mat 27:24-25: When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was 

starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of 
this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” And all the people said, “His blood shall be on us and 
on our children!”


21:10-21: Domestic Relations 
• 10-14: Acquiring a wife from captivity


• 10-11: The situation: while taking enemies captive, you see a women you want as a wife.


• 12-13: Protocol for marriage:

• Initial period:


• Take her home

• Cut her hair

• Cut her nails

• Remove her captivity garments


• Mourning period: allow her 30 days to mourn her parents

• Marriage period: then you may marry her


• 14: Protection for rejected wife

• Her rights: if unwanted, she is allowed to go wherever she wants.

• Prohibitions:


• You can’t sell her

• You can’t mistreat her


• 15-17: Birthright law in polygamy

• Situation: if man has two wives, one he loves, the other he does not, and the firstborn son 

is born of the unloved.

• Prohibition: you are not allowed to give the birthright to the firstborn son of the loved wife 

when he is not your firstborn son.

• Command: you must give the birthright to the firstborn son regardless of who his mother 

is.


• 18-21: Dealing with a chronically rebellious son
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• Situation: there is a rebellious son who doesn’t listen to parents even when they chastise 
him.


• Protocol:

• His parents shall bring him before the elders.

• His rebellion shall be declared.

• All shall stone him to death.


• Result: 

• Evil removed.

• All fear


21:22-23: Protocol For Execution By Hanging 
• Situation: if a man, being worthy of death, is executed by hanging on a tree.


• Protocol for removal

• He shall not hang all night.

• He shall be buried the same day.


• Result: Land will not be defiled.


Jesus was cursed

• Jesus was hung on the tree to be cursed in our place and buried the same day to remove 

the sin from the land.

• Gal 3:10-14: For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform 
them.” Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “ The righteous man shall 
live by faith.” However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by 
them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on A tree”— in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith. 

• II Cor 5:20-21: Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin 
to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

22:1-25:19: Various Laws 
• 22:1-4: Regarding neighbor’s possessions


• Situation # 1: you see someone else’s lost possessions

• Possessions:


• Animals: ox, sheep, donkey

• Possession: garment

• Anything lost


• Instruction:

• If owner is known and near by: return it to him.

• If owner is unknown or far away: hold on to it until he seeks it.


• Situation #2: you see your neighbor’s animal in need of help

• Animals: donkey, or ox

• Instruction: you shall help raise them up


• Principle: you are obligated to help
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• You must not “pay no attention”.

• Literally, “hide yourself from them”.

• You can’t pretend like it’s not your problem.

• God says, “your neighbor’s problem is your problem.


• “You shall certainly help”.


Other people’s problems are our problem

• In a society that focuses a lot on personal responsibility, we need to realize that we are 

personally responsible to help others and value their possessions.

• We make our neighbors problems our own problems.

• We can’t just ignore and pretend that we have no responsibility.


• 22:5: Regarding cross dressing

• Rule: 


• A man can’t wear woman’s clothing.

• A woman can’t wear man’s clothing.


• Reason: it is an abomination


How do we apply all OT scriptures?

• This would be a principle that I believe to be true today, however, I need to remember it’s 

in the same chapter as the prohibition of wearing fabrics of mixed materials (22:11).

• Why does one apply, but not the other?  How do we best handle these principles?

• It comes down to what principles and commands are reinforced and bound in the NT.

• Example: what would be the principles behind the prohibition of cross dressing in the 

OT?  Gender difference.  Does the NT seem to care about that?  


• 22:6-7: Avoid overconsumption

• Situation: you find a nest of mother and eggs / young.

• Instruction: 


• Don’t take both the mother and the eggs.

• Take only the eggs / young.


• Reason: so that it may go well with you and prolong your days in the land.


Practical value vs. principle value

• Do these laws have real practical value, or just principle value?

• I believe both.


• The practical value is that this law will protect the bird population which in the long 
term sustains the ecosystem and provides more food in the end.


• The principle value is that you don’t need to greedily take everything just because you 
can.  Use constraint and be reasonable in your consumption because that’s a trusting 
godly attitude.


• So it’s fair for us to see both of these ideas in other laws.

• Leprosy law?  Both.

• Clean vs. unclean?  Both.

• Mixing laws (we are about to read?  Both.)


Example situations as templates for others

• Thus, I think when we see one hypothetical situation, we are supposed to use the 

principle given in that example situation and see how it would apply to other sorts of 
situations.  
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• Ex: what if I’m hunting dear?  And I see a 
whole deer family sitting down to eat a deer 
dinner?  Should I machine gun them all 
down? Lol what?


• 22:8: Regarding public safety

• Situation: when you build a house, construct 

a parapet wall on the roof to avoid people 
falling off and getting hurt.

• Rooftops were common gathering 

places.

• Without a wall of protection, it would be 

easy for someone to fall of and get hurt.

• The responsibility would be on the owner for being too cheap or lazy to provide 

protection for others.


My negligence is sin

• There are accidents.

• Then there are accidents that should be avoided, but happened because of your 

irresponsibility:

• Drunk driving / text driving

• Not child proofing my residence.

• Not properly caring for food perishable items etc…


• 22:9-12: Prohibited mixing

• Don’t mix multiple kinds of seed in vineyard


• Reason: all the seed will be defiled.

• “Defiled”:


• The word is actually the word “holy”, which is the opposite of defiled.

• Given the context, since mixing is prohibited, then the result won’t be “good” holy, 

but “bad” holy.  How so?  

• Consider things under the ban and being dedicated to God (Josh 6:17).  That isn’t 

the word “holy”, but it’s about it being separated for destruction.

• So maybe the mixing of seed sets the whole field apart in a bad way, i.e. “defiled”.

• Other translations:


• ESV: “You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the whole yield be 
forfeited, the crop that you have sown and the yield of the vineyard.


• NLV: You must not plant any other crop between the rows of your vineyard. If you do, 
you are forbidden to use either the grapes from the vineyard or the other crop.


• Practical value? [Whitlaw] If the various genera of the natural order Gramineæ, which 
includes the grains and the grasses, should be sown in the same field, and flower at the same 
time, so that the pollen of the two flowers mix, a spurious seed will be the consequence.


• Don’t plow with ox and donkey

• Practical value?


• They are of different size and disposition.  It might seem like a possibility to cut a 
corner and make do with what you have, but is it ultimately unhelpful and unfair to 
the animals.


• Then there’s this commentary lollll : [Jaimeson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary] 
Besides, the [donkey’], from feeding on coarse and poisonous weeds, has a fetid breath, 
which its yoke fellow seeks to avoid, not only as poisonous and offensive, but producing 
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leanness, or, if long continued, death; and hence, it has been observed always to hold 
away its head from the ass and to pull only with one shoulder.


• Don’t wear garments of mixed wool and linen

• Practical value? [Whitlaw] The observations and researches of modern science have proved 

that "wool, when combined with linen, increases its power of passing off the electricity from 
the body. In hot climates, it brings on malignant fevers and exhausts the strength; and when 
passing off from the body, it meets with the heated air, inflames and excoriates like a blister.


Practical value vs. principle value

• Given the seemingly ludicrous explanations of the practical value of these laws, we need 

to be careful to place too much stock in these laws existing primarily for practical value.

• A true anthropologist might be able to know times and cultures well enough to see if there 

is legitimacy in these ideas, but I personally feel too far removed to have an educated 
judgment.


• However, there doesn’t need to be a legitimate practical value behind these laws for them 
to be justified.  The Law has plenty of rules the go beyond practical value (circumcision, 
unclean meats, etc.)


• Wear garments with tassels on the four corners

• This is part of this section prohibiting mixing.

• Why tassels? Num 15:38-40: Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make 

for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that 
they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue. It shall be a tassel for you to look at 
and remember all the commandments of the Lord, so as to do them and not follow after your 
own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot, so that you may remember to 
do all My commandments and be holy to your God.


• This section is about holiness:

• The tassels were a reminder of holiness.

• The prohibition of mixing seeds was about holiness.


Principle value

• I think the primary value of these laws is learning the principle of being deliberate about 

separating holy from unholy.

• Each day we continue to refrain from mixing ourselves, or being mixed with the impurities 

of the world that constantly encroaches on our holy living.

• It goes down to every last detail of our life.  


• 22:13-30: Laws regarding marriage and sexual relations

• 22:13-21: Regarding a husband accusing his wife of previous fornication


• Situation: 

1. A man takes a wife …

2. Goes in to her …

3. Turns against her …

4. And then defames her by claiming she was not previously a virgin.


• Protocol:

• Defending the wife:


• The parents of the wife present their daughter’s evidence of virginity (a 
garment) to the elders.


• The parents accuse the husband of false accusation.

• Penalty against husband:


• Chastised by the elders.
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• Fined one hundred shekels of silver (shekel = 180 grams > 18,000 grams of 
silver > modern price of silver = $0.54 per gram > so 100 shekels of silver = 
$9,720).  Price given to father in law.


• He cannot divorce her ever.

• If accusation is true: 


• Protocol: The woman shall be stoned.

• Reason:


• She has committed folly in Israel

• Purge the evil


This law was written for the protection of the woman

• The context makes it clear that the problem was the husband unnecessarily and falsely 

accusing his new wife as legitimate grounds to put her away.

• The text reveals his motive behind this accusation is that he has turned against her.  He 

doesn’t turn against her because of her “sin”, rather he accuses her of sin because he 
has turned against her.


• Also, false accusation is given first and more detailed instruction.

• The legitimacy of the accusation is in case of a husband does in fact have a legitimate 

accusation.


How does the garment prove virginity?

• They didn’t explain that to me in health class.  

• Commentators don’t explain it.

• Lol this commentary: Matthew Henry’s complete commentary of verses 13-30: 22:13-30 

These and the like regulations might be needful then, and yet it is not necessary that we should 
curiously examine respecting them. The laws relate to the seventh commandment, laying a restraint 
upon fleshly lusts which war against the soul.


• Also: Jaimeson, Fausset, and Brown: The regulations that follow might be imperatively needful 
in the then situation of the Israelites; and yet, it is not necessary that we should curiously and 
impertinently inquire into them.


• 22:22: Regarding adultery

• Penalty: if man is with married woman, they both shall die.

• Reason: purge the evil from Israel.


• 22:23-27: Regarding sexual relation with an engaged woman

• If it is not rape


• Determining if it is rape or consensual: 

• If it is in the city, she could call for help.  

• So if she didn’t, it must have been consensual.


• Penalty:

• Both shall die.

• The woman because it was consensual.

• The man because he took another man’s wife.


• Reason: purge the evil from Israel


Consider how it equates an engaged woman and a wife.


• If it is rape

• Determining if it is rape of consensual:
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• If it is in the field, she could’ve called out for help, but no one was there to 
save her.


• So it isn’t consensual.

• Penalty:


• Only the man shall die.

• Nothing shall be done to the girl.  


• She has committed no sin worthy of death.

• She is as one murdered (the victim).


• 28-29: Regarding fornication / raping an unengaged woman

• Situation: a man has sexual relations with an unmarried woman.

• Penalty:


• He shall pay 50 shekels of silver ($4860 * half the fee for false accusation against a 
virgin).  This would be like paying legitimate bride price.


• She shall be his wife, and he cannot divorce her.


Rape or fornication?

• Not commonly seen to be viewed as rape until more recently.

• “Seize” is the word used to describe Amnon and Tamar (II Sam 13:11: When she brought 

them to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.”), but not 
the raping which is the more common word “violate” (II Sam 13:14: However, he would not 
listen to her; since he was stronger than she, he violated her and lay with her.)


• Says “they are discovered” which hints at consent.

• However, there is no other specified punishment for raping an unmarried woman.

• It’s possible that it refers to both.  I think it provides room for being either consensual 

fornication or rape.


What about that punishment??? (assuming this is rape)

• The punishment seems backwards.  The guy lives and gets to marry the girl?

• We’re not the only ones who would think that way (Simeon and Levi in Gen 34).

• Consider Tamar’s example: II Sam 13:15-19: Then Amnon hated her with a very great hatred; 

for the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And 
Amnon said to her, “Get up, go away!” But she said to him, “No, because this wrong in sending me 
away is greater than the other that you have done to me!” Yet he would not listen to her. Then he 
called his young man who attended him and said, “Now throw this woman out of my presence, and 
lock the door behind her.” Now she had on a long-sleeved garment; for in this manner the virgin 
daughters of the king dressed themselves in robes. Then his attendant took her out and locked the 
door behind her. Tamar put ashes on her head and tore her long-sleeved garment which was on 
her; and she put her hand on her head and went away, crying aloud as she went.


• This is very unrelatable, but shows us into a different mindset in a different time.


• 30: Regarding marrying father’s wife

• Instruction: don’t do it.

• Reason: so as not to uncover your father’s skirt.


• 23:1-8: Regarding exclusions from the assembly

• Those excluded from the assembly:


• Those emasculated. 

• Those of illegitimate birth or descended of illegitimate birth.

• Ammonites or Moabites:


• None of their descendants.
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• They didn’t meet the Israelites with food in water in the wilderness, but rather 
Moab hired Baal to curse them. 


• Do not seek their peace.

• Those permitted in the assembly:


• Edomites because they are kin.

• Third generation sons of the Egyptians because the Israelites used to be aliens in their 

land (remember it started as benevolence).  


This further emphasizes the significance of being in God’s assembly and makes us realize 
how much we don’t have the right to do so.  Who has no illegitimate parent?


• 23:9: Abstain from evil things when conquering other nations.


• 23:10-11: Regarding nocturnal emissions:

• Is unclean, must leave the camp.

• After bathing, he may reenter at sundown.


• 23:12-14: Regarding human waste

• Instruction: 


• Have a place outside to go.

• Dig a hole and cover your excrement. 


• Reason:

• God walks among you to deliver you.

• You must be holy.

• God must not see anything “indecent” (literally, see “nakedness of anything”.


• 23:15-16: Regarding runaway slaves

• Situation: a runaway slave enters your midst.

• Instruction:


• Don’t hand him over to his master.

• Let him live among you wherever he pleases.

• Don’t mistreat him.


Property?

• Your neighbor’s property is to be returned to the original owner.

• Slaves are not property and are thus not returned to any owner.


• 23:17-18: Regarding prostitution

• Command: 


• No Israelite, male or female, shall be a prostitute (usually connected to idol worship).

• Don’t offer the earning of a prostitute (female), or dog (male) to God.


How can we offer to God anything when our deeds are evil?


• 23:19-20: Regarding interest

• Instruction:


• Don’t charge a countryman interest.

• You can charge a foreigner interest.


• Reason: that God may bless you in the land.


• 23:21-23: Regarding vows
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• Instruction:

• When you make a vow to God, be quick to pay it.

• There is no harm in refraining from vowing. 

• But you need to be careful because you are required to fulfill what comes out of your 

mouth.


• 23:24-25: Regarding gleaning

• Instruction for vineyards: you can enter vineyard and eat and be full, but you can’t take 

any home in a basket.

• Instruction for fields of grain: you can pluck with your hands and be full, but you can’t use 

a sickle to gather and take home. 


God had rules to provide for poor, but equally discouraged people from taking advantage.


• 24:1-4: Regarding divorce

• Situation: 


1. A man marries a wife …

2. She finds no favor in his eyes because of some indecency …


• Instruction:

• He shall write her a certificate of divorce.

• If she joins herself to another man, he cannot go back and remarry her.


• Reason: 

• She has been defiled.

• That is an abomination.

• Don’t bring sin into land.


What is the reason for divorce?

• “Indecency”?


• The word is “nakedness” which literally means “bare” and figuratively means 
“shame”.


• It’s the same word of not uncovering the “nakedness” of family members (Lev 18).

• This would give the idea that the divorce is on the grounds of sexual sin, however, 

other evidence would say otherwise.

• When Jesus comments on this passage, He says that this divorce was permitted 

because or the hardness of their hearts, and goes on to say that divorce is only 
permitted because of sexual immorality.  

• Mat 19: 8-9: He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to 

divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. And I say to you, 
whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits 
adultery.”


• If the OT law was for the hardness of their hearts, it wouldn’t make sense that it’s the 
same exact law that Jesus is enforcing in Mat 19.


• Debated

• The meaning is unclear, and has been debated throughout the years.

• This is clear based on the Pharisees question (Mat 19:3: Some Pharisees came to Jesus, 

testing Him and asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?”)

• It seems that God was giving them an open ended reason for divorce but impressing that 

it needed to be regarding something more significant.  This of course then was abused 
and turned into any trivial reason (“any reason at all”), but God was opposed to that (Mal 
2:16: For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with 
wrong,” says the Lord of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”)
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Why so bad?  Abomination

• Even though there was a tolerated divorce, it all ends up being a tolerated form of 

adultery that God is wanting to limit.

• It just led to an ugly mess.


Why did God allow this divorce?

• Managing a problem


• Divorce was happening for trivial reasons, and women were just being sent out.

• God instead enforces a certificate of divorce to establish that this divorce would be 

just as permanent as the marriage.

• This would hopefully temper the rash behavior of stupid husbands.


• Jesus says it was because of the hardness of their hearts.

• This gives the principle that God was tolerating something less than His desired 

standard at that time.

• How many other laws would be of the same nature?


Can we read the OT Law understanding that it isn’t the standard?

• How much of the Law is less than what God really wants?

• How much of it is tolerating better behavior rather than enforcing the standard?

• Is it safe to read the Law from this lens?


Is there a difference between the moral standard presented in the Pentateuch and what is 
enforced by the Law?

• Example:


• Gen 2:24: For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his 
wife; and they shall become one flesh.


• This law in Deut 24:1-4.

• Ellicott: “There are many other particular enactments in the Law of Moses of which the same thing 

may be said. The ideal standard of morality has never varied. There is no higher ideal than that of 
the Pentateuch. But the Law which was actually enforced, in many particulars fell short of that 
ideal.”


• 24:5: Regarding new wives

• A newly wed man should not go to war or be charged with any duty.

• He shall stay home and give happiness to his wife.


#relationshipgoals

• We shouldn’t let other responsibilities get in the way of our marriage.

• We need to seek to give happiness in our marriages.


• 24:6: Regarding pledges

• You can take a pledge for a loan.

• But it can’t be something he needs to be productive, otherwise how can he pay the loan?


• 24:7: Regarding kidnapping

• Command: don’t kidnap countrymen to hurt them or sell them.

• Penalty: kill the thief.

• Reason: purge the evil from Israel.


Property language of humans
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• There is a claim that the OT talks of certain underprivileged people as property (i.e. 
women or slaves).


• However here is an example of the same property language (“sell”, “thief”) when it’s 
clearly not speaking of another human as property.


• 24:8:-9: Regarding Levitical leprosy law

• Command:


• Be careful about leprous infections.

• Do what the priests tell you to do.


• Warning: remember even Miriam got leprosy.


Bad things can happen to anyone who doesn’t follow God’s instruction


• 24:10-13: Regarding extortive loans

• Instruction:


• You can’t enter into someone’s house to take their loan.

• You can’t keep certain loans the poor man will need over night.


• Reason: it will be righteousness for you before the Lord.


• 24:14-15: Regarding treatment of servants

• Instruction: 


• You can’t mistreat a poor man who has hired himself as a servant.

• Regardless of his citizenship.

• Pay him on time.


• Reason: so that he won’t cry against you and it be sin.


Someone who was a servant is still someone

• Being in a less than perfect financial situation does not make you less of a person.

• Every person in every position of service deserves the same treatment.


• 24:16: Regarding responsibility for sin

• The individual is punished for his own sins.

• One is not punished for the sins of others.


• 24:17-18: Justice for all

• Instruction: Don’t pervert justice to the disadvantaged (alien, orphan, widow).

• Reason: remember that you were the disadvantaged once.


• 24:19-22: Be generous when harvesting

• Harvesting the fields: if you forget a sheaf, just leave it for the poor to get. 

• Olive trees: Don’t go over the boughs twice.  Leave the rest for the poor.

• When gathering grapes from the vineyard: Don’t go over it twice.  Leave the rest for the 

poor.

• Reason: remember your previous poverty.


So many of these rules relate to generosity and kindness to all men.


• 25:1-3: Regarding disciplining the guilty

• Situation: There is a disputed case, and one of the parties is found to be guilty and is 

deserving discipline.
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• Instruction: 

• The judge shall have him lie down to receive the prescribed number of beatings.

• The number of beatings can not exceed 40.


• Reason: 

• So he is not beaten more than 40 (excessively).

• So that your brother is not degraded in your eyes.


The point is to keep discipline humane

• There would be a tendency to abuse this form of punishment and fail to treat the offender 

as a human.

• This is to limit it from being out of control.


No prisons

• As we think of these physical punishments, consider that they are highly concentrated 

punishments, as opposed to long slow prison sentences.


We see this practiced in the NT

• II Cor 11:24: Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.





• 25:4: Regarding oxen threshing

• After gathering bushels of wheat or 

other grains, they will be spread over the 
threshing floor so that they ox can walk 
over it, thus, by crushing, separate the 
grain from the chaff.  The chaff would 
then be removed for burning, and the 
grain collected for us.


• Naturally, an ox would want to eat some 
of the wheat while he is trampling it.


• An especially stingy owner would 
muzzle the ox so that he couldn’t.


• This, however, is forbidden.


This is a principle

• Paul quotes this in I Cor 9:8-9 to justify preachers receiving compensation for their work.

• He says that God wasn’t speaking for oxen’s sake, but for ours.

• And “ours” doesn’t refer to Christians, but rather humans.

• God is speaking that even animals deserve to be treated fairly for their work, and so then 

obviously all humans should be as well.


Bible slavery

• Obviously people have used the Bible, in particular the OT, to justify American slavery, but 

when we look at the rest of what the OT says about treatment of humans, we see that our 
American slavery is condemned at nearly every angle.


• We do not have to equate slavery in the Law of Moses with American slavery.  


• 25:5-10: Levirate marriage

• Situation: Brothers live together, and one dies without children.
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• Instruction:

• If the living brother fulfills his responsibility


• He shall marry his deceased brother’s wife, rather than her marrying outside of the 
family.


• He shall fulfill his duty so that she can conceive and bear children.

• The firstborn shall bear the name of his deceased uncle so that his name won’t be 

blotted out from Israel.

• If the living brother does not fulfill his responsibility


• If the living brother refuses, the wife of the deceased informs the elders.

• Then the elders shall speak with him.

• If he continues to refuse, he shall be brought to the elders, and the widow shall 

ceremoniously remove his sandal and spit in his face.

• She shall declare, “Thus it is the one who does not build up his brother’s house”.

• Israel shall call him “the house of him whose sandal has been removed”.


Why does this matter?

• Land and heritage would pass through the males, and there would be a sense of purpose 

in life in establishing a good household that would outlast your years.  However, this 
could easily be thwarted by untimely death.


• The living brother could selflessly help his brothers heritage, by taking on responsibility, 
while surrendering the reward of future investment.


• This would be a sacrifice.  You would invest plenty that you would not receive in your 
retirement.  It would all go to your son and his family.


• Thus social pressure was put in place to encourage the brother to live selflessly rather 
than selfishly


Two brothers live together

• I assume that this means that they live near one another.

• A brother who is far away, and possibly unaware of the circumstances, would not be held 

to this responsibility.


What about the shoe being removed?

• First, ???.  Customs that are hard for us to know about.

• Ruth 4:7: Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and the 

exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal and gave it to another; and this 
was the manner of attestation in Israel.

• Exchange of land was giving of the 

shoe.

• This is more of what happened with 

Ruth, than the Levirate marriage.

• Perhaps shoe taken from this individual 

because he is refusing to giving what he 
ought?


This can also potentially explain the two 
different genealogies of Jesus.

• Mat 1 and Luke 3 present two different 

genealogies of Jesus that split and conjoin 
twice.  


• How can you account for Jesus having two 
dads on two accounts?


• The Levirate marriage circumstance 
provides a biological father as well as a 
lineage father.
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• 25:11-12: Disciplining the shameless woman

• Situation:


• Two men are wrestling.

• The wife, so that her husband doesn’t become overpowered, seizes the genitals of 

the other man.


• Instruction: the women’s hand should be cut off.


The punishment

• This is the only case of mutilation of the body for punishment (something that is much 

more common in the code of Hammurabi). 

• Paul Copan provides another possible interpretation of this punishment that isn’t bodily 

mutilation, but no less bizarre in his book Is God a Moral Monster.


Is the weirdness the rule, or the culture?

• This obviously sounds a little startling to our modern ears.

• However, this rule only exists because that’s apparently something people did back then.

• Can we blame the OT for seemingly strange legislation when it is only meant to contain 

the bizarre and sinful behavior of the people.  


• 25:13-16: Regarding fair business

• Command:


• You shall have no unfair system of measurement.

• Both measure and weight shall be full and just.


• It is an abomination


Measures and weights

• There would be designated measures and weights of quantities for sale.  

• It would be easy to alter either, and, without the customer knowing, get more for less.


We need to be fair in business and all things

• Don’t steal time from bosses.

• Don’t lie about taxes.  

• Don’t take advantage of employees or customers.


Failing to do so is an abomination

• We need to see how this word is used rather than applying it just to the things that we 

see as being an abomination.  


• 25:17-19: Future justice for Amalek

• Amalek’s past crime: they came out to fight against defenseless Israel after they had just 

escaped from Egypt (Ex 17:8-16).  This is the battle where their victory was contingent 
upon Moses holding up his arms.


• Instruction: when you have rest from your enemies in the land God gives you, you shall 
blot out their memory (this comes with the extra exhortation to not forget).


Saul fails to fulfill this

• This is the occasion when Saul was commanded to wipe out all of Amalek, but he 

presumptuously leaves King Agag and a number of animals alive.
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Eventual justice

• The Israelites suffered this crime, and yet it’s years later before God does something 

about it.

• We see that time passing does not make a crime go away.

• The need for justice will endure, and God will remember to exact it.


Is this fair?

• God already said that sons wouldn’t be punished for the sins of their fathers.

• Aren’t the sons of Amalek being punished for their father’s sins?

• Knowing that God is fair, he is punishing the later generations of Amalek for their own 

sins, but using this as an opportunity to teach justice.


26:1-15: Offering of the First Fruits 
• 1-11: Offering first fruits


• When: After they have entered and conquered the land.

• Instructions:


• Take first of produce and put it in a basket.

• Declaration to the priest: “I declare that I have entered the land that God promised”

• Priest places the offering before the altar.

• Declaration to God: 


• My father was a wandering Aramean (Jacob) that went down to Egypt.

• Though he entered few in number, there he became a mighty nation.

• After the Egyptians enslaved us, we cried out to God.

• Then God brought us out of Egypt and into the Promised Land.

• I have brought produce of that God given land.


• Set the offering down and worship the Lord.

• The offerer, Levite, and alien shall all rejoice for the good God has given.


The Israelites because a nation in Egypt

• Some say that the Israelites became a nation at Mt. Sinai.  That’s true in the sense that 

they officially became God’s nation at Mt. Sinai as if that were a sort of wedding 
ceremony.


• However, I see verse 5 showing that God fulfilled the nation promise before they left 
Egypt.


• Not that it matters all that much.


• 12-15: Offering third year first fruits / tithes

• When: when offering the third year tithes (Deut 14:27-29).

• Instruction: 


• The tithe is given to the Levite, stranger, orphan, and widow so they can eat and be 
satisfied.


• Declaration to God:

• I followed your command (to give the portion to the needy).

• I have not broken any command.

• I have followed the commands in the proper way:


• I did not eat it while mourning.

• I did not handle it whilst unclean.

• I did not offer any of it to the dead.
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• Prayer to God: bless the people and the ground.


This shows the connection between the first fruits and tithing again.


Religion is all about being grateful.

• And religious practice is either showing gratitude, by obeying or worshipping…

• Or learning gratitude, by symbolic acts (i.e. the Lord’s Supper).


26:16-19: Conclusion 
• 16: Summary:


• These are the commands that you are to follow starting today.

• Be careful to do them with all your heart and soul.


Heart and soul

• This brings us back to the beginning of the Law section in chapter 6 where we are 

commanded to love God with all of our heart and soul.

• This reminds us that all these commands are about just that: love.


• 17-19: Closing declarations:

• Your declaration:


• You declared that Yahweh is your God.

• You declared that you would obey Him.


• God’s declaration:

• He has made you His treasured possession.

• He expects you to keep His commands.

• He will set you high above others.

• You are His consecrated people.


True meaning of religion

• Again, religion is all about the person God.

• The laws are about the privilege of being in a relationship with Him and how to have a 

relationship with Him.

• We can so easily be distracted by many other things, but let’s not forget what it’s all 

about.
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Deut 27 - 34: Section Three 

27-28: Conditions of the Covenant 
• 27:1-13: Preparing to present the conditions of the covenant


• 1: Preliminary exhortation from Moses: “Keep all the commandments!”


• 2: When: the day you cross the Jordan (to enter the land).


• 2-8: Instructions:

• Regarding the large stones:


• Set up large stones and coat them with lime. 

• Write the law on these stones (vs 8: very distinctly) when you cross over.

• Set them up on Mt. Ebal.


• Regarding the altar:

• Build an altar of uncut stones.

• Offer burnt, and peace offerings.

• Eat the sacrifices and rejoice.


The first things they do in the land

1. Focus on the laws that are their means of having a relationship with God.

2. Celebrate the fact that they have a relationship with God.


Altar of uncut stones

• There is the command to not make an altar of cut stones (Ex: 20:25: If you make an altar of 

stone for Me, you shall not build it of cut stones, for if you wield your tool on it, you will profane it.)

• God told them how to make the bronze altar for all the sacrifices in the tabernacle, but 

until God places His name in Jerusalem, any 
sacrifices on altars besides the bronze altar 
need to be made with uncut stones.


• 9-13: Preparing to hear the conditions of 
the Law.

• Secondary exhortation from Moses and 

the priests: 

• Be silent, you have become a 

people for God.

• Therefore, obey the 

commandments.

• Mt. Ebal & Mt. Gerizim:


• Those who stand on Mt. Gerizim to 
hear blessings of the Law.

• Simeon

• Levi

• Judah

• Issachar

• Joseph

• Benjamin
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Which sons on which mountain

• Sons of Mt. Gerizim


• These are all sons of the free women:

• Leah:


• Simeon

• Levi

• Judah

• Issachar


• Rachel:

• Joseph

• Benjamin


• Two sons of Leah, Reuben and Zebulon, are not among these brothers.

• Reuben slept with his father’s wife.

• I don’t know of anything special about Zebulon.


• Sons on Mt. Ebal

• These are sons of the maid servants


• Zilphah:

• Gad

• Asher


• Bilhah:

• Dan Naphtali


• Two sons of Leah:

• Reuben

• Zebulon.


• Is there a point about the sons of the free women being blessed?  Foreshadowing the same 
idea as Gal 4:21-31?


• 27:14-26: Curses of the covenant

• Cursed is the person who:


• Dishonors father and mother

• Moves neighbor’s boundary

• Misleads the blind

• Distorts justice to the disadvantaged

• Lies with father’s wife

• Lies with an animal

• Lies with his sister, whether of father or mother

• Lies with his mother-in-law

• Strikes neighbor in secret

• Accepts a bribe to strike the innocent

• Doesn’t confirm the words of the Law


• The people say amen to accept the conditions of not fulfilling the law.


This is obviously a sampling of the law.

• What do these particular verses say about the laws as a whole?

• What do they emphasis is particularly important?


• 28:1-6: Blessings of the covenant

• 1-2: Intro: If you obey, all these blessings will overtake you.


• 3-6: “Blessed” statements

• Blessed everywhere:
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• In the city

• In the country


• Blessed fertility:

• Offspring

• Produce

• Livestock


• Blessed kitchen:

• Basket

• Kneading bowl


• Blessed in every endeavor:

• When you come in

• When you go out


• 7-14: More blessings

• 7: enemies defeated

• 8: success in every endeavor

• 9: established as God’s holy people

• 10: other nations will fear you

• 11-12: prosperity

• 13: predominance


Contingency statements

• 1: if you diligently obey God.

• 9: if you keep commandments of God.

• 13-14: if you listen to the commandments of the Lord and do not turn aside to left or right 

and follow other Gods.


God has no conditions?

• Does God love us unconditionally?  That depends on what you mean.

• God loves us from the beginning without us having done anything, to the point that He’s 

willing to die to save us even when we were His enemies.

• But does this mean He never gives us conditions to follow?  No!

• Now He has given us a certain amount of time in order to meet certain conditions to 

please Him.  If we don’t, we will be punished.

• This isn’t just an Old Testament thing.

• We need to meet God’s conditions to please Him and be blessed by Him.


• 28:15-68: Consequences of disobeying conditions

• 15: Intro: if you don’t obey, these curses will overtake you (emphasis on the same word).


• 16-19: Reverse curses

• Cursed everywhere:


• In the city

• In the country


• Cursed kitchen

• Basket

• Kneading bowl


• Cursed fertility

• Offspring

• Produce

• Livestock


• Cursed in every endeavor
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• When you come in

• When you go out


• 20-24: Other curses

• 20: Curses, confusion, rebuke

• 21: Pestilence

• 22: Consumption, fever, inflammation, sword, blight, mildew

• 23-24: Drought


• Sky bronze

• Ground iron

• Rain dust


Until you are destroyed

• God makes it clear that this destruction would be until they were destroyed.

• 20: until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly 

• 21: until He has consumed you from the land where you are entering

• 22: they will pursue you until you perish

• 24: it shall come down on you until you are destroyed


• 25-26: More reverse curses

• Defeated by enemies (vs 7)

• You will be an example of terror (vs 10)

• Even the birds wont’ be afraid of their carcasses


God gives, God takes away

• If God gives us something good, whether or not we met whatever conditions, why should 

we not expect and understand that He can take it away when we are deliberately 
rebellious?


• The absence of God’s active blessing is a curse.


• 27-37: The return to slavery

• 27-29: Curses of Egypt


• They will receive the plagues that God set on Egypt (boils, darkness).

• This time they have a savior.


• 30-33: Others shall enjoy their blessings

• Betroth wife; another shall violate her

• Build a house; another will live in it

• Plant a vineyard; another shall enjoy its fruit

• Ox slaughtered; another eats it

• Donkey torn away and not restored

• Sheep given to enemies

• Sons and daughters given to another people

• Others will eat your produce


• 34-37: More curses

• You will be driven mad

• Covered in incurable boils

• A king whom you don’t know will rule over you

• You shall be taken to distant nation and serve idols

• You will be a horror and proverb in the land you are driven


• 38-44: Blessings ruined

• Sow much seed, gather little > locust
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• Plant vineyards, drink none > worms

• Olive trees, not anoint self > rotten olives

• Sons and daughters, not yours > taken captive

• Crickets own all the trees

• Foreigner more powerful (another reverse curse. vs 12)


• 45-46: Summary:

• Punishment: These curses will overtake you

• Extent: Until you are destroyed

• Condition: Because you didn’t obey

• Purpose: sign for future generations


• 47-68: Captivity

• 47-48: Intro: you didn’t serve God gladly, so you will serve the enemy.


Gotta serve someone

• If we don’t serve God, we are serving Satan, and He isn’t a good master.


• 49-50: Description of nation:

• Distant nation

• Come quickly like bird of prey

• Unknown language

• No mercy


• 51-52: What the nation will do

• Eat your livestock and produce

• Besiege your towns and fortified cities


• 53-57: What you will do

• Eat own offspring

• EVERYONE


• The awful circumstances will drive even the delicate man and woman will do 
this heinous act.


• “Delicate” / “refined” = “tender” in Hebrew


Why will they eat babies?

• The siege consists or trapping a city, cutting of supplies, and waiting them out.

• Eventually all the food and water run out, and people get a little crazy.

• II Kings 6:24-31: There was a great famine in Samaria; and behold, they besieged it, until a 

donkey’s head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and a fourth of a kab of dove’s dung for five 
shekels of silver. As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall a woman cried out to him, saying, 
“Help, my lord, O king!” He said, “If the Lord does not help you, from where shall I help you? From 
the threshing floor, or from the wine press?” And the king said to her, “What is the matter with 
you?” And she answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son that we may eat him today, and 
we will eat my son tomorrow.’ So we boiled my son and ate him; and I said to her on the next day, 
‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; but she has hidden her son.” When the king heard the words 
of the woman, he tore his clothes—now he was passing by on the wall—and the people looked, 
and behold, he had sackcloth beneath on his body. Then he said, “May God do so to me and more 
also, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on him today.”


• 58-68: Description of captivity

• 58-63: Review of pre-captivity: If you don’t obey, you will receive plagues until you 

are few in number.  

• Curses of Egypt
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• As God pleases to bless, He is pleased to curse.

• 64-68: Description of captivity:


• Scattered amongst nations

• Serve foreign gods there

• No rest

• Life in doubt, dread day and night

• Taken to Egypt in ships (the place God said you would never go back to)


It’s a reverse Exodus


God rescues us from Egypt so that we never have to go back, but if we keep wanting to go 
back, He will send us there.

• We need to really repent and truly turn away from evil.

• If we want to keep returning to evil, that’s exactly what we’re going to get.


Figurative Egypt

• The Israelites never returned to Egyptian captivity.


• Israel was taken by Assyria

• Judah was taken by Babylon


• But this reference to Egypt is more to be taken as a return to captivity

• It’s supposed to be a faraway nation with gods they don’t know.

• Scatter to ends of the earth.

• They wouldn’t be taken to Egypt in ships


29: Covenant in Moab 
 

• 1: Covenant in Moab besides Horeb (Mt. Sinai)

• Ex 24:3-8:


• They agreed to do covenant.

• And we sprinkled with blood.


• This is like another opportunity to commit to the covenant.


• 2-9: Journey recounter

• 2-3: In Egypt. They saw the signs


• 4: But they haven’t yet learned


Very John like, the miracles don’t get it done


• 5-6: 40 years wandering (they were still learning)

• God protected

• Know I am God


• 7-8: East of Jordan

• Destroyed kings

• Gave land to 2.5 tribes


• 9: Conclusion: keep words to prosper


• 10-18: Here to enter into the covenant again
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• 10-11: With those present:

• Chiefs

• Elders

• Officers

• All the men of Israel

• Little ones

• Wives

• Foreigners


• 12-13: Purpose: to establish you as His people


• 14-18: With those not present

• Also with those not present.

• Vs 16 emphasizes the evil nature of idols and the threat for future generations.

• The hope is that no one turns back to evil.


Stopping evil before it starts

• Need to cut off the bitter root before it spreads


Difference between Old and New Covenant

• People were brought in to this covenant because their lineage and birth.

• We choose to enter into the covenant.


• 19-21: Consequences for the rebellious

• The deliberately rebellious man will suffer greatly for boldly putting the entire nation at 

risk with his sin.


• 22-29: Lessons learned from punishment

• 22-23: Future generations ask why Israel is like S&G.

• 24: other nations ask what happened

• 25-28: You say it’s because God punished us for serving other gods.


Can’t doubt God if exactly what He says will happen happens

• We doubt God during “bad” times.

• But if He predicts these bad times, we shouldn’t be surprised.

• Don’t be rebellious and then doubt God when things don’t work out.


SECRET THINGS BELONG TO GOD, BUT HE MADE THIS REVELATION

• The emphasis is not on the secret, but rather a contrast.

• Sure there are secret things, but He has made us to know plenty.

• No real questions or doubt.


30: Restoration Promised 
• 1-14: Prediction of restoration


• 1-5: God promises restoration

• You will remember these promises in captivity.

• If they return to the Lord with all their heart, He will restore them.

• He will bring them back to the land and prosper them more than their fathers.


• 6-8: Spiritual reformation
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• God will circumcise their hearts.

• So that they love the Lord their God with all their heart.

• God will take vengeance on their enemies.

• Then they will truly obey again.


The point of the whole book

• The whole point of the book is for them to love God with all their heart and soul.

• Here in the end after the captivity, God will be able to learn from that and help them to 

accomplish that. 


Spiritual reformation in the OT

• The Law and prophets are big on the reformation after captivity.

• It is connected a lot with the work of the Holy Spirit.

• I think we need to see it as ultimately being fulfilled by the gospel and new covenant.


• 9: Prosperity

• Work of hands

• Offspring of body


• 10: Contingency: this is contingent upon whether or not they obey with all their heart and 
soul.


They did not achieve this degree of prosperity

• They never surpassed the prosperity of their fathers.

• This could be because that promise was contingent upon their full repentance, which 

they never did.


• 11-14: This is something attainable

• The word is available


• You don’t have to go up to heaven.

• You don’t have to cross the sea.

• It is near their mouth.


• If they can hear it, this means they can observe it.


It’s not impossible for us to obey God.

• We understand that all have sinned, but this doesn’t mean that anyone had to sin.

• This is made clear in I Cor 10:13: No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 

man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.


• We only sin because we are rebellious.


This is quoted in Rom 10:6-7

• The point is the Jews, although the majority rejected the gospel, didn’t have to.

• They could have accepted the gospel themselves, but they didn’t.

• Paul then goes on to explain how simple and easy it is to be saved.

• You just believe and confess.

• This doesn’t include, baptism, but it’s not precluding it, rather focusing on the simple 

heart of the gospel. 


• 15-20: Presenting them the choice
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• Life and prosperity

• How to choose life:


• Love God

• Walk in His ways


• Result of this choice: God will bless you and multiply you in the land.

• Death and adversity


• How to choose death:

• Heart turns away

• Don’t obey

• Worship idols


• Result of this choice: you will perish from the land.

• Exhortation to choose life


• Choose life!

• Love and obey Him.

• This is your life


	 


31:1-29: Moses’ Last Counsel 
• 1-6: Moses speaks to Israel


• Moses’ not entering the land

• 120 years old

• Not able to go into land

• Not permitted to cross Jordan


• God & Joshua with them

• God will go before them to dispossess the nations.

• Joshua will go before you.


• Just like the past

• God will do to Canaanites west of the Jordan just as He did to the Amorite kings, 

Sihon and Og.

• You shall do the same to the Canaanites west of the Jordan just as you did to the 

Amorite kings, Sihon and Og.

• Exhortation:


• Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble.

• Because God is with you and won’t forsake you.


• 7-8: Moses speaks to Joshua in the sight of all Israel

• Be strong and courageous.

• You shall enter the land.

• The Lord who goes before you will not forsake you.

• Do not fear.


• 9-13: Public reading of the Law instructed

• Treatment of the Law


• Given to the priests who carry the ark of the covenant.

• And to the elders.


• Reading of the Law

• When: 


• At the end of every seven years

• At the remission of debts / Feast of Booths.


• Where: at the place where God puts His name.

• Who: 


• In front of all Israel
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• Men, women, children, alien

• Purpose:


• Hear

• Learn

• Fear

• Be careful to observe the words of the Law

• All the children who have not known will hear and fear


• 14-23: God speaks to Moses and Joshua

• 14: To Moses: 


• You are about to die.

• Call Joshua so I can commission him.


• 15-22: Joshua and Moses before the Tent of Meeting

• God’s appearance: a pillar of cloud at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

• God predicts the nation’s apostasy:


• After Moses dies

• The people will worship idols and break covenant

• God will turn His face from them, and they will be consumed by many troubles.

• The people will acknowledge their troubles are from God’s absence.

• Yet God will turn His face from them because of their evil.


• Command to write song:

• Purpose of the song: 


• So it can bear witness against Israel.

• They will remember the song, so that when troubles come upon them, they will 

recall this song.

• Moses wrote and taught it the same day.


• 23: To Joshua

• Joshua is commissioned by God to bring the nation into the land.

• He is told to be strong and courageous because God promises to be with him.


• 24-29: Moses addresses the Levites

• Tells them to take the words of the Law and place them in the ark of the covenant to be a 

witness against them.

• He tells them their future rebellion:


• They’ve been rebellious during Moses’ lifetime.

• They will be worse after his death.


• Moses tells them to gather all the people so he can teach them the song.


Think how much God does for us knowing that we will rebel against Him in the future.

• God saves us from sin knowing each sin we are going to commit after that.

• God saves the lost even if He knows they are going to turn against Him and be lost once 

again.


31:30-32:47: The Song of Moses 
• 31:30: Moses spoke the song in the hearing of the people.


• 32:1-2: Introduction

• Moses requests that all listen.

• He is going to provide teaching.


�10



• 32:3-4: Praise

• God is great.

• God is the Rock.

• God is right:


• Work is perfect

• Ways are just

• Faithful / no injustice

• Righteous / upright


• 32:5-6: Description of Israel’s rebellion

• Their condition described:


• Corrupt

• Not His children

• Perverse and crooked


• Their rebellion described:

• Foolish

• Unfair repayment


• He bought you

• He established you


• 32:7-14: Retelling what God has done for the people

• 7-9: God gave the nation its land: When God gave the nations their lands He gave Israel 

their appointed land because they are His inheritance.


• 10-12: God cared for the people in the wilderness

• He found them in the desert.

• He guarded them like the apple of His eye.

• Like an eagle He covered and carried them.

• By Himself, there were no other gods that were helping.


• 13-14: God provided for the people in the land

• They rode high.

• They had plenty of provisions:


• Produce of the field

• Water from the rock

• Milk

• Lambs

• Rams

• Wheat

• Wine


• 32:15-18: The nation rebels

• Israel spoiled: they grew fat 

• Israel rejects God:


• They forsake their creator.

• The scorn their Rock.


• They turn to idols:

• They make Him jealous with strange gods.

• They make Him angry with abominations.

• They worship brand new gods that didn’t even exist when God brought them from 

Egypt.


Idols are trends

• Since false gods are created, they have to begin somewhere, and they reflect the 

thoughts and trends of the day.
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• The relevance of Yahweh through time shows His merit.

• The fact that we, with our modern thought, don’t naturally feel comfortable with 

everything we see in scripture shows that we are following God as He is, rather than 
creating Him to fit our modern desires.


Yahweh idols

• There were lots of idols of the true God.

• False Christianity today is the same.

• We shape God into what we want, and we’ve made an idol of God.


• Their rebellion summarized

• They neglect the Rock that begot them.

• The forgot the God who birthed them.


God, being our creator, deserves our worship.

• God created the Israelite nation by protecting them, saving them from Egypt, and bringing 

them into the land.  They wouldn’t exist as a nation if it weren’t for God.

• We exist because God made us.  

• This alone means we ought to be drawn to Him to worship and adore Him.

• Let’s remember He is our creator.


• 32:19-22: God’s reaction

• He rejects them


• He spurned them in return.

• He turns His face from them.


• He is jealous:

• They provoked Him to jealousy with idols.

• He will provoke them to jealousy with another people.


God provoking them to jealousy

• This is referenced in Rom 10:19 in reference to God extending blessings to the gentiles in 

hopes that the Jews would want back in and repent.

• The literal fulfillment, I’m not sure.

• This action here though is still described as an attempt to bring the people back.  


• He is angry:

• Fire kindled in the lowest parts of Sheol.

• It consumes all the earth.


• 32:23-27: God’s discipline

• Misfortunes:


• Famine

• Plague

• Destruction

• Beasts

• Venomous bugs

• Sword and terror (for all)


• The potential punishment:

• God would have removed them entirely…

• …except the enemies would’ve taken credit.
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God wants everyone to know it was Him that punished His own people.


• 32:28-33: Israel didn’t learn the lesson

• Israel’s foolishness


• God says they are foolish.

• God wishes they were wise so they could’ve put 2 and 2 together and learned the 

lesson.

• How else could they have had such success if it were not for God?

• Even the other nations acknowledge that there is no god like Yahweh.


• Israel’s nature

• Their vine is bad: from Sodom and Gomorrah.

• Their fruits are bad: poison.

• Their wine is bad: snake venom.


• 32:34-43: God takes vengeance

• 34-35: Vengeance belongs to God


• Vengeance is an exclusive treasure of God.

• God will bring vengeance at the right time.


• 36: God’s vengeance will vindicate His people

• He will have compassion on His people when He sees their strength all gone.

• He will vindicate them from the enemies He sent to punish them.


• 37-39: The lesson to learn from God’s vindication

• Inaptitude of false gods:


• The false gods they turned to can’t help them.

• They offered sacrifices to them, but they aren’t there to help in return.


• Yahweh is the True One:

• He gives life and death.

• He wounds and heals.

• No one can escape His hand.


• 40-42: God will take vengeance:

• At any point, God can render vengeance against His enemies who hate Him. 

• It will be justice.


• 43: Rejoicing for God’s vengeance

• God will avenge His people.

• God will take vengeance on His enemies.

• God will atone for the land and His people.


The captivity is presented as an atoning sacrifice.

• There is evil, so the people need to be separated from the land and God.

• However, it does no good for their sinful generation; it only presents hope for future 

generation.

• That’s like if we die for our sins, we have no opportunity to future blessing.

• Instead, Jesus takes the hit so that we can benefit in the future.


• 44-47: Concluding exhortation

• After finishing the song he says:


• Heed what I said today.

• In the future carefully heed all the Law.
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• The nature of these words:

• Not pointless.

• They are life.

• They will prolong your life in the land.
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