
Hosea Notes

Introduction
• Hosea 1:1

• This is the date
• The message is to Israel but it only includes one Israel king’s name, and four Judean 

kings.  This is probably because of the brevity and insignificance of the last Israelite king’s 
reigns.  The Judean kings are mentioned because they will be more historically sound in 
recording the time and length of the ministry.

�

• Background
• Hosea is preaching to Israel at the end of their history.
• 922, the nation splits.  Israel rapidly descends into evil.
• 786, Jeroboam II reigns.  Time of peace and prosperity, time of great wickedness, the 

beginning of the end of the nation.
• Hosea prophecies at the very brink of destruction.

• Prophet
• His nam, Hosea, means salvation, which is also the same name Hoshea, which was the 

last Israelite king.  This is a bit ironic.

• Theme
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• Appeal for them to return based on the way their sin hurts God.
• God presents Himself as weak and vulnerable.

• Prophecy
• They will remain unfaithful.
• God will remain faithful.
• He will continue to love them and restore them after punishment.

1:2-3: Hosea and his wife, Gomer
• Hosea is commanded to have a prophetic marriage.

• Jeremiah was also a last prophet of a doomed nation (Judah)
• He was also given a command about marriage (don’t marry).

• Marry a harlot, have children of harlotry
• Marry someone who is predetermined to be unfaithful.
• Not a functional marriage, not a functional family.  Children will suffer as well.

• This was to represent God’s relationship with Israel.

This is something we can relate to.  This means God does in fact experience things similar 
to what we go through, or rather, we experience things similar to what God goes through.

1:4-9: Hosea and his children
1. Jezreel

• A son born to Hosea (his own son).
• Name means “God sows, scatters”.
• Name significance: God will scatter the nation of Israel.
• Reason: to punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of the house of Jezreel.  Jehu was 

commanded by God to slaughter all of Ahab’s house.  They lived in Jezreel which was the 
capital of Israel at the time.  The bloodshed of Jezreel likely refers to this event.  Is it a 
contradiction that there is condemnation and punishment for Jehu carrying out God’s 
command?  Perhaps Jehu went beyond God’s command for selfish political purposes and 
he is condemned for that (II Kings 10:11).  Regardless, the house of Jehu was no more 
righteous than Ahab’s, and for that, the nation of Israel is being scattered.

• God will break their bow = their military strength.

2. Lo-ruhamah
• A daughter.  Doesn’t say she bore Hosea a daughter, so perhaps, she is an illegitimate 

child (2:4).
• Name means “not obtained compassion, not pitied”.
• Significance of name: God will no longer have compassion for His people.  God will no 

longer forgive His people.  This is speaking of the absolute destruction of Israel by Assyria.
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Will God’s compassion run out?  When and why?  His compassion runs out when it is no 
longer just.  When a people’s evil is so severe, His compassion become support for evil (Jer 
7), rather that godly kindness.  Will God’s forgiveness run out?  When and why?  His 
forgiveness runs out when He knows people are past the point of repentance.  

• Judah however, would be delivered, but not by their own strength.  This speaks to the NT 
concept of an equally wicked nation escaping the appropriate punishment for sins because 
of prayer and faith and God’s mercy rather than the nations merited worth.

3. Lo-ammi
• Son, again, not born to Hosea (2:4).
• Name means “not my people”.
• Significance: God no longer considers the nation of Israel to be His.  This is a complete 

reversal of the covenant (Ex 6:7).

God’s rejection and silence is worse than His discipline.  His discipline means we are His 
and He is still investing to make us better (Heb 12).  When He no loner disciplines us, it’s 
because we are no longer His children, which is much worse than being punished.  
Consider David’s concern after His sins with Bathsheba (Ps 51:11).  He didn’t want to be 
cast aside.  He didn’t want God’s spirit taken from Him.  That should be our greatest 
concern.

1:10-11: Restoration
• God’s love remains faithful to restore the future remnant.

The failures of the past don’t deter God from loving in the future.  We become scared to love 
after being hurt.  God does not.  God isn’t scared to love even when He knows He will be 
rejected.  

• NT significance of these passages
• NT verses:

• Rom 9:24-26: this is the gentiles being considered the people of God.
• I Pet 2:10: the gentiles were not God’s people, now they are.

• If God is willing to accept the Israelites/Jews back even though they were no longer 
considered His people, then He can accept the gentiles even though they weren’t 
considered His people.

The first child Jezreel is born to Hosea, meaning he’s actually Hosea’s kid.  The next two 
children are born, but it doesn’t say that they are born to Hosea, which implies that they 
aren’t his.  They are illegitimate children born by Gomer is her adultery.  They are said to be 
children of harlotry in 2:4.  That’s why they are given names that they won’t receive 
compassion because they don’t belong to God’s.  Then when God says He will make a 
people that aren’t His to be His people, it’s like Hosea accepting and raising these 
illegitimate children as his own.  That’s like God adopting us as sons in Eph 1.
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• One appointed leader over Judah and Israel
• This speaks to the nation being reunited, and strong.  
• Probably is significant of the Jews and gentiles coming together.

• The days of Jezreel are the days of justice and judgment.  This could be the cross, and this 
could be the second coming.

2:1-5: Covenant broken
• God has declared what His judgment is.  Now He’s going to explain why.  

• First, He declares His judgment by the prophetic names of Hosea’s children.
• Now He is going to make the reasons why apparent, by the prophetic marriage of Hosea 

and Gomer.

• Contend with your mother.
• Jezreel, the child of Hosea is being addressed in verse 1.  He is to talk to the illegitimate 

children.
• The father is commanding his children to contend with their mother

• Perhaps because that’s how little Gomer listens to Hosea.
• Perhaps it’s because Hosea is telling the consequences to confront the offender.

• God is trying to contend with/ confront the people to make them see their error.

• Covenant broken
• She is not my wife, I am not her husband (Ex 6:7).  Who broke this covenant?
• Israel broke the covenant with God.

• Gomer needs to repent
• Put it away from her face: change purpose
• Take it from between her breasts: change actions

The challenge of repentance is that it requires a simultaneous change of mind and action.  
We can’t change our actions if we don’t have a change of mind, but we can’t change our 
mind if we don’t have an initial change of actions.  We need to make extreme and radical 
push to change actions to give room for mind to change, then our mind will give us the 
strength to continue to be faithful.

• Consequences of Gomer’s unfaithfulness
• Strip her naked: shame
• Leave her in the wilderness: not provided for, unprotected, uncared for
• No compassion on children: fatherless children, unloved and not cared for
• These are the natural consequences of Gomer’s actions.  Now she is going to receive 

them as consequence.

God’s punishment is to give us what we want.  If we want sin, God will let us have sin, and 
all that comes with it.  God will give us free rein to sin (Rom 1:24-27), and the fruits will be 
punishment enough.  The fruit of our sin is sufficient punishment, it’s not sufficient justice, 
but it is sufficient punishment.
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• Gomer gives credit to her lovers.
• She thinks that her lovers are the one who have been providing for her.  They have only 

been using and taking things that can never be returned.  What have they provided her 
with?  Children they won’t take care of.

• She thinks she needs more than her husband and her lovers will give her more.  We 
already know they don’t give anything, and she loses her husband in the process.

Two great blasphemies of sin:
1. Sin is what has provided for me.  Trusting in sin as your provider will lead you to realize 

sin only takes.
2. God is not enough.  Sin will give me more.  Going for more requires abandoning what 

you already have.

2:6-8: God’s plans to win Gomer back
• God’s plan to win Gomer back

• Even though Gomer didn’t want to be faithful, God takes measures against her will to try 
and lead her to wanting to be faithful again.

1. Hedge her way
• Make is hard for her to do what she wants, by blocking her attempts.

2. Keep her from getting to her lovers
• Thwarting her plans to get the pleasure from sin.

• Why would this work?
• If she is away from the pleasures, maybe she can grow in her love for her husband 

again.
• Why would God do this?

• God does this because He sees her as being ignorant, and without understanding, 
therefore, He wants to put effort to teach her against her will (rehabilitation).  

God wants us even when we don’t want Him.  That is brave love.

Even though our ignorance and hard heartedness is the result of our own sin, God still loves 
you enough to work hard to keep you from that sin, because He sees you as weak and 
unable to love Him in such a bad situation.  He works to provide you with a better situation 
so that you can learn to love Him again.

Is this good parenting?  If your children are in deliberate rebellion to take extreme measures 
against their will to make it hard for them to succeed in the sin that they desire?  Yes.  They 
are ignorant fools.  We need to work hard to spare them from doing everything that they 
want to try to keep them from suffering the consequences, so that they can have room to 
grow to love God again.

2:9-13: Discipline
• Here we see the measures of discipline God takes to win back His bride

�5



1. Take back: every blessing she is not attributing to God will be taken away.  This will help 
her realize how good God has been to her.

2. Uncover her: she will feel the shame of her sin.  This guilt and bad feelings will help her 
realize that sin is not what she really wants.

3. Put end to festivities: keep her from being able to enjoy any of the good things in life.  
God is the giver or all good things, and if we are unfaithful, then what joy can we get 
from those good things He gives?  This includes worship.

4. Destroy her vines and fig trees: keep her from being able to accomplish her earthly 
endeavors as well.  If God makes us unsuccessful in this physical life, it will help us 
realize we need to return to being spiritually minded for fulfillment. 

• All these things are the punishment for her Baal worship.

We decide if punishment is discipline or not (Heb 12:11).  Punishment is just to give justice 
for evil that we are doing.  Discipline is for the purpose of making us better.  Punishment is 
used to discipline us, but we decide whether we want to be trained by that discipline or not.  
1. Either we hurt from the punishment, and get trained to do better.
2. Or we are apathetic and overwhelmed by the punishment and do nothing.
3. Or we get proud and rebellious because we are mad about the punishment.

2:14-17: God’s love
• God will allure her

• Allure is a hard work to translate.  Means open, enlarge, also means to entice, persuade, 
deceive.  It’s kind of like the idea of opening something more to receive something or 
some idea.

• God will open the hearts of the people to receive Him again.  He will make them fall in love 
with Him again.

• He does this by speaking kind words to her.

God compels us to stop sinning by punishing.  God convinces us to love Him by acting kind.

• Then God will give her vineyards.
• God removes the provisions long enough for Gomer to realize her lovers do not provide. 
• This is so she will want her husband’s provisions again, and in turn, want her husband 

again.
• Once she has returned to her husband, God can give to her again.

God can only give to us the things He wants to give to us when it is going to help us love 
Him, not keep us from loving Him.  Let’s return to God so He can joyfully give, and we can 
joyfully receive.

• The valley of Achor
• This was where God cursed Achan for taking spoils from Jericho that were under the ban.  
• God has now turned Achor (“troubled”) into a place of blessing, not curse (trouble).

• There was a curse because Achan was disobedient and stole from God.
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• God will give to the people because they have obeyed.

• Then Gomer and God will return to a happy marriage like before.

• They will call God “Ishi” (husband) instead of “baali” (master, Baal).
• There is a change of God: from Baal to Yahweh.
• There is a change of relationship: from master (forced to obey) to husband (choose to 

serve).

• They will no longer remember or speak of the Baals or other gods.
• The appeal of the lovers is lost as the love for her husband grows.
• This is why God was willing to take extreme measures to remove her from her husbands 

in her state of rebellious ignorance and foolishness.

The appeal of sin diminishes as our desire for God increases.

2:18-23: New covenant
• The old covenant was broken.  God makes another one.  This new covenant is with the 

people, and the land (circumstances).
• Peace
• New marriage to people

• Righteousness: God is righteous, therefore, the people will be righteous themselves.
• Justice: this isn’t a marriage including sin.  There will be justice for sin so that God can 

continue in the marriage with the people.
• Loving kindness: God will be good and kind to His people.
• Compassion: God will continue to be kind to forgive the failures of His bride as she 

pursues God’s righteousness.

This is what God desires.  A functional relationship with His people.  If we will pursue Him 
and His righteousness, He can take care of the rest so we can be with Him.

• Then you will know the Lord.
• They will know God by His kindness, not His punishment.

We know God by His love, not by His justice.  God’s love requires Him to be just, which will 
also include punishment, but justice is just a facet of His love.  It is not in opposition to His 
love.  It is not independent of His love.  It is not equal to His love.  So we can only know God 
when encountering all of His love: justice, and mercy, kindness.  

• Response
• The heavens will respond to God, and bring rain.
• The earth will respond to the heavens and bear fruit.
• The vineyards that God took away will return.
• As the people respond to God’s love, so will God respond to their repentance and bring 

the blessings He wants to give.
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• Jezreel
• God scatters.  First used to signify God scattering His people.
• God sows: the word is used in either way because they are synonymous, but here is is 

changing the connotation. 

• God sows
• Instead of God scattering, God is sowing seed to bring back food and prosperity in the 

land.
• Instead of God scattering the people, God is planting the people back in the land for them 

to grow.
• These people were rejected by God, but no longer.  They are newly planted, and wholly 

His.
• And they will claim their creator as well.

3:1-5: Hosea’s second prophetic marriage
• Hosea’s prophetic marriages:

• The first prophetic marriage in chapter one was to signify the people’s unfaithfulness and 
God’s punishment.

• The second prophetic marriage in chapter three signifies God’s redemption of His people 
through the Christ.

• Love a woman loved by her husband, but is an adulteress.
• Hosea loved his wife, but she was unfaithful.
• He has to go back to her even though she was AND STILL IS unfaithful.

• Just as the Lord loves Israel, but they love raisin cakes.
• God loved Israel, but she was still in love with idolatrous practices.
• God went back to redeem us even while we were still unfaithful to Him (Rom 5:8).

God’s redemption of us wasn’t merited by anything we did to convince Him to come back to 
us.  His redemption was motivated by His love for us

• Redemption price
• She had pursued her lovers until she became a slave to her lovers.
• Therefore, Hosea had to pay to get his wife back.

We go to sin for pleasure, but then we become slaves to it (Rom 8:34).  It wasn’t what we 
wanted or expected, but it’s what sin gives.  God promises to buy us back to free us from the 
slavery to sin (Rom 6:6, 17-18).

Since we are slaves to sin, God needs to pay the redemption price to get us back.

• The price was fifteen shekels of silver and some other bartering items.
• This was half the price of a female slave.  Hosea apparently didn’t have enough 

money to buy her with money, so he had to barter the rest. 
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• This low cost was significant of Israel’s worthlessness.

Judas sold out Jesus for the significantly small price of thirty pieces of silver to show how 
worthless He was to the world.

• The result of all this is a happy marriage.

• The interpretation
• Hosea provides us the significance of this prophecy.

• God’s people will be slaves.
• The nation of Israel will be destroyed and lose everything, good and bad.
• We are lost without God.

• The people will return to God and be led by the Christ.
• The Christ would return and lead us back to God.

• We will tremble before Him and His goodness.
• It won’t be His power, but His extraordinary goodness of the cross of Jesus that 

would lead us to truly fear Him.
• These would be the last days, the last great deed before God’s plan reaches 

completion.

4:1-3: God’s contention with Israel
• God contends with Israel

• In the last chapter God contended with His metaphorical wife, Gomer. 
• In this chapter, He will state His literal contentions with the literal Israel.
• God will now present the case for His contention.
• Metaphorically, this would be a case for divorce.  Literally, this is His case for abandoning 

His covenant with Israel.

• God’s case against Israel:
• There are no good things:

• Faithfulness/ truth
• Kindness/ loyalty
• Knowledge of God

• There are many bad things:
• Swearing
• Deception
• Murder
• Stealing
• Adultery
• Violence 

• To the extent that “blood touches blood”.
• This is an expression of the abundance of violence.  Blood from unrelated violent 

acts are being spilled and mixing together on the ground.

• The result of the evil
• Everyone is suffering for sin:
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• The land mourns: grieve
• The people languish: fade away, wither.
• The beasts the birds, the fish disappear: are gathered to be taken away.

• The present discipline
• These things could be symbolic of a famine that God has brought to discipline the 

people.
• This fits to the actions God said He would take against Gomer in 2:3, 8-9, 12.
• Sin brings suffering.  The consequences of sin cause suffering, but also the discipline 

to train people to abstain from sin also brings suffering.  

God has to take action against the evil sins of this day.  He brings suffering to discipline 
them to stop sinning to avoid worse suffering.  If we would receive that discipline and stop 
sinning, we would experience so much less suffering.

4:4-10: Apathy because of ignorance; priests held 
responsible
• No one cares about sin

• There is no one who is standing against this abundant sin.
• It is the priest’s job to be the ones to stand against this sin.
• Since they are not doing that, then God says He will be the one to 

contend against the priests (ESV).
• The following passage is about God’s complaint against the priests 

for not leading the people to care about sin.

• The people are ignorant
• They have a lack of knowledge.
• They have a lack of knowledge because they have rejected knowledge.
• Consequences of their ignorance:

• Stumbling
• The people stumble by day, the prophets can’t walk by night (in connection to 

dreams?).
• The people don’t know or care about right or wrong, so they are walking through 

life blindly  without guidance, and have many problems
• Destruction

• A continued life of sin leads to complete destruction.
• They will be destroyed by the consequences of their sins.
• They will be destroyed by in God’s justice.

• God is holding the priests responsible
• I will destroy your mother

• Their mother is the nation of Israel.
• God is holding the previous generations guilty and responsible for the present 

generations ignorance and apathy.  
• The priests are blamed for not having maternal spiritual guidance over the people.

• I will reject you from being priest
• The priests forgot God’s law, and they forgot to teach it to the children.
• So the children are in sin, and will be forgotten by God.
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Knowledge is what will make us care.  Not knowing leads to ignorance which leads to 
apathy.  Rejecting knowledge is ultimately a rejection of God, and leads to our destruction.  

We have a responsibility to teach others knowledge to avoid this destruction.  

• People and priest increase in sin
• The children

• The mother keeps having children, but doesn’t raise them to know God.
• So instead of an increase of children being something is glorious, the abundance of 

children is just an increase of sin.
• God will then turn the glory of being His children into the shame of being rejected.

• The priests
• Instead of the priests giving motherly guidance to abstain from sin, they feed off of the 

children’s sins.
• The priests were commanded to eat portions of the sacrifices.  The image here is more 

sin = more food for the priests.  
• Not only is this apathy, but encouragement.

• Both people and priest suffer the same punishment
• Eat, but not enough.
• Harlotry, but no children.

All of these things are because they don’t listen to the voice of God.  Listening to God to get 
knowledge and understanding is of vital importance in caring and obeying.

4:11-14: Other reasons for a lack of knowledge
• Other reasons for ignorance

• Not listening to God leaves an emptiness of ignorance that is filled with apathy.
• There are other things that actively take away knowledge and understanding.

• Harlotry: selfish pursuits of pleasure
• Sexual pleasure
• Laziness
• Money
• Success

• Wine: substances that affect the mind
• Alchohol
• Drugs
• TV, film, music, other medias (entertainment aspect)
• Pornography

• Idolatry: other forms of influence and wisdom
• Worldly wisdom
• Philosophy
• Friends
• Media (influential aspect)
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• Spirit of harlotry: spirit of infidelity
• The reason these things take away their knowledge is because they are characterized by 

a desire for satisfying self over God.
• The problem isn’t the thing itself, but our desire for them. 

• We pursue them because of our desire for them.
• Pursuing these things is necessarily abandoning God.  

• If we are characterized by wanting to put self over loyalty to God, there is nothing that can 
help us.

Two causes for apathy and ignorance
1. Too many things that take away understanding
2. Too much desire for the things that take away understanding

• Even their religion is self satisfying
• They are religious, but their religion is governed by want they want.
• The choose to do their sacrifices based on what is pleasant to them.
• If their worship of God is selfish, it should surprise them that the rest of their actions are 

self serving.
• Daughters committing harlotry.
• Brides committing adultery.

Religion focused on self has no power to deliver us from the sins of self.

• They can’t blame others for their own sins
• The men are mad at the women for sin

• They want to punish their wicked daughters
• They want to punish their unfaithful spouses.

• God reminds them they are sinning with the men
• If the women are unfaithful, it’s because there are men to be unfaithful with.
• God is not going to punish the women for the men because the men are doing those 

same sins.

When we are without understanding, it’s easy to condemn others for sins, but fail to realize 
our own condemnation for committing the very same sins.

• People without understanding are ruined
• This is the continued theme in this chapter.
• We need realize the destination the path of ignorance and apathy will take us to.

4:15-19: God gives up on His people with no 
understanding
• God accepts that Israel is going to continue playing the harlot.
• God requests that Israel not defile Judah with her wicked example.
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• Do not go to Gilgal
• Do not go to Beth-aven

• Beth-aven means “house of iniquity”.
• This city used to be called “Bethel” which 

means house of light.
• Here Abraham called on the name of 

the Lord (Gen 13:4).
• Here Jacob had the dream of the ladder 

(Gen 28:10).
• This is where the ark of the covenant 

was kept for some time (Jud 20:26).
• Despite it’s spiritual significance, this is 

where Jeroboam established one of two 
golden calves (I Kings 12:28).

• So God has spitefully changed the 
name from “house of light” to “house of 
iniquity” to more accurately describe the 
city. 

• These cities are in the land of Benjamin very close to Judah.
• God doesn’t want the actions of Israel to influence Judah. 
• What actions were they partaking in?

• Taking the oath, “As the Lord lives…”
• They were “worshipping” God there, but this false worship is worse than no worship.
• It is idolatrous, and will encourage Judah to partake in idolatry as well.

• God can’t pasture Israel anymore
• Israel is a stubborn heifer

• Israel throws the yoke off her neck.
• Israel refuses to plow for God.

• God can’t pasture Israel like a sheep
• If Israel is rebellious to submit, how can God pasture them gently?

We determine how kindly God will deal with us by the degree of our submission.

• God abandons Israel to her fate
• Israel has made her choice

• Joined to idols
• Drink is gone (excessive drinking)
• Playing the harlot continually
• Leaders love shame

• So God leaves her to that choice
• Let him alone
• The wind wraps them in its wings

• They want love and protection from lovers.  
• God takes away His love and protection that was blocking them from dangers and 

troubles.
• In His absence they are wrapped up in the wind and blown away.
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• The result
• When the wind blows them away as they trust in their idols, they will know that their idols 

were false and be ashamed.

5:1-6: Their sins keep them from being able to return
• God wants all to listen to the judgment, because it applies to all of them

• Priests
• House of the king
• The whole house of Israel

• The list of charges
• Trapping people

• Snare at Mizpah
• Net spread at Tabor
• Rather than guiding and leading people to truth and righteousness, it’s as if they are 

hunting and trapping people to kill them for their own purposes and desires.
• False religion
• Exhtortion

• Revolters in deep depravity/slaughter
• Immorality

• Played the harlot
• defiled self

• Their sins keep them from being able to go back to God
• Why won’t their sins allow them to return?

1. Spirit of harlotry
• Their sins originated by a selfish desire and continue to breed a greater selfish 

desire to the point that they are unable to have any desire to serve God.
2. Don’t know God

• Their sins started from a lack of knowledge of God, and pervert their mind to the 
point they can’t return to know God.

The more we sin, the harder it is to return to God.  We think we can sin just one more time 
as if it’s an isolated occurrence with no lasting effects.  Even with forgiveness, sin still has 
lasting effects on our hearts and minds: driving in a deeper focus on self, and a lesser 
understanding of God.

• Pride is the proof that they don’t have the ability to return
• Ephraim and Israel stumble in their iniquity as lost and blind.
• Yet, they have pride in their own wisdom, power, and methods.
• Their pride in the face of obvious failure proves that they aren’t in a position to return.

Pride in the midst of sin is the sure way to know we aren’t ready or capable of returning to 
God.  It’s proof that we still don’t have proper knowledge of God’s greatness, and our 
weakness.  Those are two things essential for an effective resolve to return.
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5:6-15: Their sins keep God from accepting them
• Their “return” is rejected by God

• They come back with flocks and herds for sacrifices, but they won’t find God because He 
has withdrawn from them.

Continued rebellion leads to a separation from God that can’t be fixed by superficial religious 
activity.  Sin leaves scars in our hearts and heads that aren’t healed by a simple attending of 
a Bible class.  Sin is an attack on God that is not covered by some ritualistic deed.  
Returning to God is more than that.  If we return to God with anything less, He won’t find 
Him.

• Their ritualistic return isn’t sufficient because it isn’t accompanied with a commitment to 
repent.  Here are some of the sins that they were presently committing:

• Illegitimate children
• Fruits of idolatry
• Raising children in idolatry

• Moving the boundary
• Moving boundaries as in stealing people’s inheritance.
• Moving God’s standards of right and wrong.

• Follow man’s commands
• Worshipping Jeroboam’s calves according to his ordinance
• Refusing to follow the Law

• Going to Egypt and Assyria for help
• Seeking help from man rather than God
• Trusting in the flesh rather than God
• A refusal to admit their guilt and sin a the source of their problems

• Instead of being met by God, they will be visited with judgment.  Here are some of the 
judgments:

• New moon with devour them with the land
• New moon tied into festivals of the Law when they should worship God
• Instead of sacrifices to God being eaten and shared, the people will be the ones eaten.
• The new moon also signifies a time period of a month, so sudden destruction.

• Sudden destruction from attacking army (“blow the trumpet”)
• The Assyrian army will come 

quickly.
• Gibeah, Ramah, Beth-ave (Bethel) 

are all southern Israelite cities in 
Benjamin.

• The Assyrians will come from the 
north and conquer all the way up to 
these southern cities to the very 
border of Judah.  None of Israel is 
safe.

• Desolation
• The day of rebuke: the desolation is 
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punishment .
• Declare what is sure: there is no question that this is going to happen.

• God’s wrath will be poured out (like water)
• Oppressed and crushed in judgment

Unrepentant sin will meet its proper reward.

• What is God’s role in all of this?  The people are in sin, and return with vain repentance.  They 
meet judgment instead.  How does God present Himself in these circumstances?

• Moth to Ephraim
• Eat away at them till there is nothing

• Rottenness to the house of Judah
• A sore, source of hurt and pain

• Lion to Ephraim
• Attack them, drag them away into the den (captivity)
• Not even to eat, but just to kill

God is their enemy because of their unrepentant sin.
• Not only are they unable to find God, but God is actively opposed to them.
• He is punishing them to discipline them, but upon the rejection of discipline, He punishes 

them as an enemy.
• Our rebellion against God makes us His enemies and He will be opposed to us.

• James 4:1-5: What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your 
pleasures that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. 
You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do 
not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may 
spend it on your pleasures. You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 
hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose:“ He jealously desires 
the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”.

• The solution
• “Acknowledge their guilt, and seek His face”
• They can’t come back with ritualistic repentance.  They need to admit and see their wrong.  
• Then that will take away their pride, and lead to real repentance.

God is always willing to accept us back.  It’s our sin and pride on our part that makes it 
impossible.  If we will humble ourselves by admitting and understanding our sin, then we 
can return to God and find Him.
• James 4:6-10: But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “ God is opposed to the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double- minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into 
mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt 
you.
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6:1-3: Israel’s superficial repentance
• The following seven verses are an explanation of Hosea 5:6.  Here is an exposition of their 

superficial repentance:
• What they say they will do:

• Return to the Lord
• Know
• Press on to know the Lord

• What they know about God’s nature/character
• His going forth is certain as the dawn; absolutely certain, expected, like clockwork, 

happens on its own
• He will come like spring rain; expected, predictable, dependable, time of 

replenishment, nourishment
• They see God as being faithful and consistent to come, help, provide, serve, give.  

They know that in a time of need, God will be there.
• What they anticipate God will do

• He will heal what He has torn
• He will bandage what He has wounded
• He will raise up from the dead

The significance of being dead for two days and being raised on the third.  The two days is a 
short period of time that should be followed by burial on the third; however, in the place of a 
remaining dead and in the grace, they are met with resurrection.  This is symbolic of the 
spiritual resurrection once forgiven, and also a foreshadowing of our physical resurrection.  
It also foreshadows the literal resurrection of Christ that provides our literal means of 
resurrection.

• Their repentance seems as it should be
• Proper perspective on what should be done: repent for the sake of a relationship with God
• Proper perspective of God:  faithful, dependable, forgiving
• Proper perspective of what God will do: forgive

• How will God respond to this repentance?

6:4-6: God’s perspective of their superficial 
repentance
• “What shall I do with you?”

• There is a conflict: God wants to accept their forgiveness, but He can’t.  That’s why He 
expresses His exasperation.

• The conflict is their lack of loyalty.
• It is like a morning cloud: vanishes when the sun comes out
• It is like dew that goes away early: the dew is always there, but it is gone before the 

afternoon begins.
• This is the exact opposite of what they declared about God’s character in 6:3.

• Disloyal repentance:
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1. Don’t mean it at all in the first place
• Don’t have real intention to make any changes

2. Mean it, but don’t mean it for long (don’t back it up)
• You don’t mean it tomorrow
• You don’t mean it when you’re tempted
• You don’t mean it when it takes effort

How/Why do we have disloyal repentance?
• We are churched and know exactly the right things to say, so we can say them, without 

any intention of doing them.
• We are repenting for selves rather than God:

• We just want the problems fixed.
• Don’t have genuine care for God, so we are prone to take advantage of Him.

• God’s conflict
• He wants to accept their repentance because He loves them and wants them to be his 

people.
• But since He knows it is a vain and superficial repentance, He can’t accept it.
• Ho 7:1: When I would heal Israel, the iniquity of Ephraim is uncovered, and the evil deeds of 

Samaria.

God has a predictably forgiving character
• If we purposefully sin because we trust that God will forgive, then He becomes our 

accomplice aiding us in our sin.  Though God wants to forgive us, His righteous and just 
character binds Him from being able to take part in supporting our sin.  So instead of 
encouraging sin by accepting our vain forgiveness, He refuses to accept our disloyal 
repentance.

• Instead of seeing God’s predictably forgiving nature as an allowance to sin, let’s see it as a  
display of His love, and a motivation for true repentance.

• What has God handled this conflict? 
• God has sent strong messages.

• Hewn them in pieces by the prophets
• Slain them by the words of His mouth

• He sends prophets to strongly condemn them for their sins.
• Made the judgments like a light

• He declared His judgment so that it is obvious and apparent.
• These harsh messages were to produce a sincere repentance.

• If the people are in sin because they are apathetic and lacking knowledge, God sends 
prophets to give them knowledge and wake them up from their apathy.

• Rather than abandon them, or just accept their disloyal repentance, God works hard to 
produce in them a loyal repentance.

• God desires loyalty, not sacrifice:
• Sacrifice and burnt offerings:

• This is the physical religious practice.
• These things can be done without any faith or loyalty.
• If done without faith or loyalty, it is just superficial and without value.
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• Loyalty and knowledge of God
• Loyalty: 

• Hesed; favor, lovingkindness, mercy
• Used to describe God’s lovingkindness

• They were speaking of the faithfulness of God to heal them, but then God spoke of their 
faithlessness.  He desires them to be faithful like He is.  

• God doesn’t want them to repent with superficial religion.  He wants them to repent with 
faithfulness.

God wants nothing less than to make us love like He loves.
• Outer religion can be done with no change to the inner man.  This isn’t satisfying for God.
• Outer religion is what the repentant inner man is privileged to partake in.  It’s not 

something that makes the unrepentant sinful man acceptable before God.
• God wants our inner man to be changed into lovingkindness.  Lovingkindness towards 

God and our fellow man.
• Mat 9:10-13: Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, 

many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. When the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “ Why is your Teacher eating with the tax 
collectors and sinners?” But when Jesus heard this, He said, “ It is not those who are healthy 
who need a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means:‘ I desire 
compassion, and not sacrifice, ’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

• Jesus uses it to condemn those who were zealous for their religion, but had no 
lovingkindness towards their fellow man, therefore had no lovingkindness towards 
God.  Their outer religion was worthless before God.

• Jesus shows how to love like God loves.

6:7-11: Israel’s true side
• Despite their words of repentance, who is Israel really?

• Disloyal
• Transgressed the covenant like Adam

• Like typical man.  Adam sent the patter for men, and men have continued to follow 
it.

• Dealt treacherously
• Crimes and violence

• Gilead is a city of wrongdoers 
• Tracked with bloody footprints
• Priest commit murder

• Idolatry
• Horrible thing in the house of Israel
• Ephraim’s idolatry is there

• The fate of Judah
• Here are focusing on the unrepentant sin of Israel, but we always keep Judah close in 

mind because they’re fate is closely tied.
• Judah will face a harvest

• The reaping of judgment (8:7)
• They will go into captivity

�19



• Also God will harvest them from captivity
• The restoration implies a captivity
• But it also speaks about God returning their greatness after captivity.
• The people’s sins don’t allow God to forgive them, but we still see His 

lovingkindness revealed in His intentions and plans.

7:1-3: The rulers: perspective of sin
• God’s perspective of their sin

• Proof of their insincere repentance
• God heals them
• Then their true side is revealed

• The iniquity of Ephraim uncovered
• The evil deeds of Samaria
• Deal falsely
• Thieves within
• Bandits without

• Their repentance isn’t a sincere desire to serve God.  It is just selfish manipulation (Ho 
7:14).  It is worldly sorrow (II Cor 7:10).

• Always before Him
• They think that God doesn’t remember the past and see the pattern.
• God does see their insincerity and does not forgive them; therefore, their sins are 

adding up.
• Their deeds are all around them
• Before my face

Without true repentance, we aren’t really forgiven, and our sin continues to impact our 
relationship with God by impeding our fellowship with Him.

• The rulers’ perspective of their sin
• The rulers love sin

• It makes the kings glad
• The princes love lies

• If the rulers love the sins of the people, it is clear they won’t be leading them to 
repentance.

7:4-7: The rulers: internal political turmoil
• They are adulterers: unfaithful to God.
• They are evil conspirators

• Oven metaphor:
• Oven = hearts (vs 6)
• Heat = anger (evil plans) (vs 6)
• They are extremely heated
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• An oven so hot the baker doesn’t need to feed it for the entire duration of the 
leavening.

• The people are very full of evil plans.
• The day of the king

• The king’s inauguration or some sort of celebration that he is hosting
• The princes are sick with heat of wine

• They are drunk for partying together heartily.
• The wine is a source of their heat.  Alcohol literally makes hot, but also shows 

that their foolishness is a source of their conspiracy.
• King stretches out hand to scoffers

• King raises glass to toast with all of his evil guests.
• They accept the toast.

• We see the superficial camaraderie of the wicked
• Their hearts are like ovens

• They let the heat smolder (sleep) over night.
• They can conceal their heat for a time.
• They pretend to be comrades.

• In the morning the heat breaks into an open fire
• They preserve the heat at night so are ready to break into their evil plans by 

day.
• Party with the king at night, and king him the next day.

• All are hot like an oven
• Everyone is full of evil schemes

• The result
• They consume their rulers
• All the kings have fallen

• It is hard for a king to endure on a throne over an entirely evil nation.
• This is a reference to the four kings who were removed from throne by 

assassination from their subjects.

You can’t trust the sinners you party with.  If they are sinners who will party with you in sin, 
they are also sinners who will turn against you in sin.

Sin leads to turmoil.  We go to sin for selfish pleasure, but sin ensnares us so that we also 
malevolently use it for selfish gain.  This turns our lives into turmoil.

• They refuse to call on God 
• As all of their rulers are falling, the nation is in turmoil, and yet, they still refuse to 

recognize that their plans are failing.
• Even in such an awful state, they refuse to go to God for the solution.

7:8-12: The rulers: international turmoil
• The nation is two faced

• Israel mixes with the nations
• They don’t stay loyal to God by being separate from the nations.
• They mix themselves with other nations in culture and political alliances.
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• Israel is a cake not turned
• This image represents their two faced political policies and their result.

• One side of the them is facing towards God, the other side is facing towards the 
nations.

• They are facing two different directions, and they have two very different faces.
• They call to Egypt; the to to Assyria (11).
• They have not returned to the Lord their God, nor have they sought Him (10); 

• The result:
• They are burnt on one side: burned by the nations.
• They are uncooked on the other: inedible (unacceptable) to God.

• Their attempt to hold on to God while mixing with the nations proved to be very 
ineffective.

• Burned by the nations
• They run to the foreign nations for pleasure and protection.  They get burned 

instead.
• Strangers devour strength: taking tribute and captives
• Grey hairs are sprinkled: with the nations taking their strength, Israel gradually gets 

“older” (weaker, more frail, closer to demise).
• They don’t know it: even though they are being used by these nations, Israel 

doesn’t know it, because they don’t want to believe in it.  They would rather trust in 
the sinful nations rather than in faithful God.

• They are like a silly dove without sense: as they desperately go to help from 
various sources that have no intention of helping, they look like frantic weak fools.  

• Inedible to God
• Their pride testifies against them: their deeds are obviously wrong, and they deny 

the obvious consequences they are suffering for fear of admitting that they are 
wrong.  This is because they are proud.

• They have not returned to God; nor have they returned: they refuse to repent from 
their disloyalty and ask for help from the true source that can help them as their 
unfaithfulness puts them deeper and deeper into trouble.

• These ugly attitudes are very unpleasing to God.
• The result:

• They will be punished by God
• God will bring them down like birds of the sky.
• God will punish them just like he has proclaimed to them by the prophets.

We cannot face two directions
• We think we can be loyal to God, but still face the world, but the more we face one 

direction, we necessarily face the other direction less.
• We face the world without committing sin, but the more we face the world the less we face 

God.  That is a sin.  Also, as we face the world more, we will begin to sin more.  Then we 
will start suffering the consequences of those sins. 

Being two faced is unsuccessful
• We are around God, but we face the world.

• We are in church and around spiritual things.
• But we are desirous and invested in worldly pursuits.
• This does not make us pleasing to God.

• The sins that world that we invest in cannot give us what we want
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• Instead of our focus in the world benefiting us, it just takes from us.
• It leaves us empty, and then begins to curse us.
• EX: invest in job, ignore spiritual responsibilities over family.  Your job doesn’t fill you 

where your family could’ve, and then you begin to suffer from the consequences of 
your unspiritually  trained family.

7:13-16: Condemnation against Israel’s disloyalty
• Summary of their disloyalty

• Disobedience
• They have strayed
• They have rebelled

• Vain repentance
• They speak lies
• They do not cry from heart
• They selfishly wail over consequences of sin, rather than sorrow for God

• Backstabbing
• God strengthened them, but they used that strength to commit evil
• They turn, but not up to God
• They are a deceitful bow: instead of shooting straight, they shoot crooked.  God hopes 

to use them for His intention, but they pervert their ways and fail to do so.
• The result of their disloyalty

• Destruction is theirs
• Their rulers will fall by the sword
• They will be a derision in Egypt.

8:1-3: Israel has rejected the good
• This section shows the people will be destroyed because though they feign loyalty to God, 

they are actually disloyal to God. They have rejected God.  This chapter will reveal the 
consequences of rejecting God.

• Impending destruction
• Put the trumpet to your lips.

• The enemy is so close it’s time to blow the trumpet to announce their arrival.
• The enemy comes like an eagle

• Eagles attack their prey suddenly, and carry it away.
• Assyria is coming quickly to carry away Israel away.

• The enemy will pursue him.
• Should Israel try to evade this destruction, Assyria will pursue them.

• Israel’s feigned loyalty to God
• “My God, we of Israel know you”

• Through all the disobedience and evil, Israel always maintains a pretense of loyalty to 
God.

• Israel’s disloyalty to God
• They have transgressed the covenant.
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• They have rebelled against my Law.
• Israel has rejected the good.

• Israel had something good: God.
• They would rather have.  In their rebellion, they cast off God.
• This chapter shows us what the result for rejecting God is:

1. Without God, you need to rely on your own strength, but your own strength will 
fail.

2. God will punish you for trusting in your own strength.

8:4-14: 
• Theses verses give us a list of ways they trusted in their own strength.

• Their rulers (8:4a)
• They have set up rulers, but not by me.  They have appointed princes, but I didn’t know it.
• We see that God appointed Saul, then David, and even Jeroboam to be kings.  However, 

by this time in Israelite history, the kings were being killed and replaced again and again.    
Those assassins were not appointed by God, they took the throne themselves.  

• Rather than trusting in God, they are using their own strength to gain power.
• What will be the result of a political nation in such a state?  It will be weak and divided.

• Idols (8:4b-7)
• They made idols for themselves

• Instead of trusting in God, they want to make their own idols and trust in them.
• God rejects those idols

• “He has rejected your calf, Samaria”.
• Just as they rejected the good, God rejects their bad.

• Weakness of the idols
• “A craftsmen made it, so it is not God.”

• It is supposed to be God, but since it is a human idol, it isn’t God.
• If it isn’t God, it won’t be able to do anything.

• “Surely the calf of Samaria will be broken into pieces”.
• An idol is only as strong as the one who made it.
• Rather than trusting in the powerful God, they are trusting in the strength of the idol 

that they made.
• “They sow the wind, they reap the whirlwind”.

• The idol has no strength; therefore, it can’t do anything.
• They sow nothing, and they get back a lot of nothing (or destruction).
• They depend on idols for sustenance.  No sustenance will come.  Any sustenance 

that does come naturally apart from the aid of the idols will be given to foreigners 
by God.

• God rejects them
• God speaks condemnation against them.

• “That they might be cut off”.
• “My anger burns against them”.
• “How long will the be incapable of innocence?  They are far from that.”

• Not only are they living without God’s strength, but God is also against them because 
they seek strength in idols 
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• Foreign Nations (8:8-10)
• They trusted in foreign nations for strength

• “They have gone up to Assyria”.
• “Ephraim has hired lovers”.
• “They hire allies among the nations”.

• In II Kings 15:19-20 Menahem pays Pul, the Assyrian king 10,000 talents of silver 
so that his rule would be stronger.

• This great price is paid by the Israelite citizens.
• Pretty soon after, Pul was assassinated and taken from the throne.  All that tribute 

paid to Pul is then wasted.
• Theses alliances did not make them any stronger

• “Israel is swallowed up”
• They are consumed by the nations they seek help from.

• “They are a  vessel in which no one delights”.
• They are a tool that has been used, but is now rejected because it’s use is gone.
• The foreign nations just use Israel for selfish purposes, but have no sincere 

concern for them.
• “Like a wild donkey all alone”

• They are stubborn and refuse to go to God, so they are alone as they desperately 
look for help in other places.

• “They will begin to diminish”
• The strong taxes imposed to pay tribute to foreign nations takes all the resources 

out of Israel.
• With even less money and resources, the nations is even weaker.

• God will punish them for trusting in these alliances
• “I will gather them up”

• Israel pays these foreign nations tribute to get their help.
• God will use these foreign nations to execute His justice regardless of what tribute 

they receive.
• Instead of the foreign nations strengthening Israel, they turn against them and 

conquer them.

We go to the world rather than going to God.  The things we get from the world are not going 
to be helpful.  The world is going to use us for its own purpose.  The world doesn’t have 
sincere care about our welfare.  We will soon find ourselves all alone and diminishing.  

• False religion (8:11-14)
• They disobeyed God’s instructions for worship

• They multiplied altars for sinning 
• Jeroboam made up a completely disobedient way to worship Yahweh (I Kings 

12:25-33).
• If we disobey God’s commands for worship, then we are also going to disobey Him in 

every other aspect.
• Thus, an altar that is made for sin is only going to lead to an increase of sin elsewhere.

• They ignored God’s instructions
• “They regarded [my precepts] as a strange thing”

• They didn’t disobey God’s commands for worship out of ignorance.
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• They disobeyed out of apathy.
• Worthless sacrifices

• We disobey God’s commands for sacrifice for selfish reasons.
• “They sacrifice flesh and eat it”

• Therefore, whatever worship we offer is selfish.  
• “The Lord will take no delight in them”

• Since their sacrifices were selfish, God took no pleasure in them.
• “He will remember their sins”

• A selfish sacrifice accomplishes nothing.  It didn’t atone; therefore, God still saw 
their sin.

• God will punish them for their false religion
• Not only is their false religion unable to save, but it also is inherently sinful and brings 

more condemnation.

If we trust in ourselves for religion, then that religion will not save us and it will condemn us.

• Israel has trusted in themselves, and God will destroy them because of that.
• They forgot God

• They trusted in themselves enough to live their lives without God’s help.
• They trusted in own strength

• They relied on fortresses and palaces to protect them.
• They uses every means they could to protect themselves.

• God will destroy their strength
• Not only is their strength unable to save them, but God will attack those very strengths.
• He will attack them because they have trusted in these strengths.

We need to trust in God as our strength completely.

9:1-7: Israel will lose everything
• Israel should not rejoice

• Israel is in sin:
• They forsook God.
• They were harlots with idols.
• If they are in sin they shouldn’t rejoice.

• Don’t rejoice like the nations:
• The nations sin and prosper.
• Sin helps people prosper temporarily:

• Satan helps them prosper to increase sin.
• God allows them to prosper so that they can be used for His purposes.
• They seem like they prosper more than they really do.  

• Because sin brings temporary prosperity, these sinful nations rejoice.
• Israel thinks they can rejoice in sin because they think they will prosper like the 

nations.
• They will not prosper; they will lose everything

• They love harlot’s wages.
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• They worshipped their idols on the threshing floors so they could receive their 
reward from the idols.

• God will give them that very reward.
• The idols will give them nothing.
• Instead, they will lose everything.

Sin has big promise, but zero reward.  With the multiplication of sin comes the increase of 
nothing.  Nothing will take the place of any good thing that we do have.  Sin causes us to 
lose everything, and it’s not worth it.

• They will lose their food (vs 3)
• Threshing floor and wine press will not feed them.

• What they already have will go away.
• New wine will fail

• They shouldn’t expect anything else to come in the future.

• They will lose their land (vs 4)
• They will not remain in the land
• They will be taken away

• Return to Egypt: the symbol of slavery and oppression.
• Eat unclean food in Assyria: the literal destination.

• They lose their customs and culture as well
• They will eat unclean food
• Since they have lost their own home, they don’t determine the cultures, customs, and 

practices.  That is a privilege of having your own home.

• They will lose Yahweh worship (vs 4-5)
• No drink offerings

• A drink offering would be an offering of wine poured poured out onto the altar with a 
meat offering.  These would be done for the daily offerings, Sabbath, and feast days.

• Since they were losing the land, they were also losing the temple.  Since they were 
losing the temple they were losing the altar and their meat offerings.  No meat offerings 
means there are no drink offerings.

• No acceptable sacrifices
• The establishment of the temple disallowed sacrifices any other place.  With no 

temple, they have no means of providing a sacrifice to God that was acceptable.

There is nothing they can do to please God.  Think about times you’ve been disloyal.  With 
all that guilt, you realize that you can come back with worship and repentance.  You know 
you’re worship, prayers, reading, and singing don’t make you innocent or earn your 
forgiveness, but you also know that God is pleased by those sacrifices.  Think of how 
satisfying it is to know we can do something pleasing to God to help us heal from the guilt 
and shame that sin brings.  Now imagine that you were not allowed to sing or pray.  God 
doesn’t allow you to worship.  How could you even have peace in your repentance if there 
was no worship you could provide that would be pleasing to Him.  What a blessing it is for 
God to give us the right to make sacrifices.

• They will have mourner’s bread
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• Mourner’s bread: bread of affliction/misfortune/trouble/iniquity
• This is significant of eating the bad food of slavery.

• In the place of good food, they have bad food.
• It will be for them alone:

• They won’t share any.
• Or they alone will suffer their own misfortune.

• It will not enter the house of the Lord:
• They have no temple, so this bread will not be in the temple.

• They put unleavened bread into the temple to remind them of the Egyptian 
slavery that they were freed from.

• Now they will eat mourner’s bread in their new Assyrian captivity.
• All who eat of it will be defiled.

• Only unleavened bread is acceptable in the temple.  It was called the bread of 
presence.  There were twelve loaves for each tribe consecrated by God, and 
represented their acceptance before God. 

• Their mourner’s bread will not be unleavened, therefore it will not be 
acceptable in the temple.

• The mourner’s bread signifies that they aren’t acceptable in the temple either.  
They are defiled by leaven. 

Sin causes us to lose our acceptance before God.

• No religious festivals
• These festivals were designed to unite the entire nation to collectively celebrate 

different things that God had done for them.
• In captivity, they won’t be able to do this anymore.  What will they do instead?  There is 

no answer to that question because there is no answer.

Sin keeps us from being able to celebrate the Lord.  The grace we access by faith is a 
blessing, and is the portal to many more blessings.  These are things we can joyfully 
celebrate.  Being unfaithful takes us from this grace, and we lose all reason to be joyful and 
celebrate.  In since, there is no good thing to celebrate.

• They will lose their lives (vs 6)
• They are going to be destroyed.  Egypt will gather their corpses for burial.
• Sin costs them their lives; both physical and spiritual.

• They will lose their possessions (vs 6)
• When they go to captivity, they won’t be able to take anything with them.  All their 

possessions at home will be ruined by time.
• Weeds will grow over their treasures
• Thorns will grow in their houses.

There is no thing unaffected by sin.  Sin will replace every good things, big or small, with the 
presence of nothing.  It will cost us everything.
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9:8-17: Israel will lose God
• The remainder of the chapter shows that they will lose God, and all good things that God 

provides.

• They will lose forgiveness (vs 7-10)
• The ineffective prophets.

• The solution is for the prophets to change the hearts of the people, but the people are 
so hostile and in such gross sin, that the prophets are ineffective.

• The prophets are fools/demented:
• Either they are seen as fools by the people.
• Or the prophets are fools because they conform their message to the people.

• The prophets have changed purpose:
• They used to be watchmen warning people about sin and judgment.
• Now they are trappers tricking people for their own selfish purposes.

• God won’t forgive
• The people will never repent because they have deprived themselves past the point of 

being able to respond to the words of the prophets.
• If they will never repent, then:

• God will remember their iniquity.
• God will punish their sins.
• Punishment/retribution has come.

• They will lose God’s presence (vs 10-14)
• Israel was once pleasing to God.

• God found Israel like grapes in the wilderness.
• There was a time when Israel was refreshing and pleasing to God.
• He chose them and enjoyed them in those early days.

• Israel is no longer pleasing to God.
• They devoted themselves to shame.

• They sinned with idolatry and fornication at Baal-peor.
• This was when they mixed with Balak’s people.  

• They became as detestable as that which they loved.
• They went after gross and evil things.
• They became just as gross and evil as the things they engaged in.

• Israel is now like a perpetual Baal-peor.
• They are always in idolatry and fornication with no sincere repentance in sight.
• Because they people are shameful and gross, they no longer please God as they 

once did.
• God will depart from them.

• Because they are so displeasing, God will depart from them entirely.
• When God leaves, all His blessings depart with Him.  How will the nation suffer 

because of this?
• No glory:

• God is the glory of the nation.
• The nation following God’s word is what will make them glorious.
• Since they refuse to obey God and follow His word, their glory flies away like a bird.
• There was nothing special about this nation apart from God before, and there will be 

nothing special about them after God leaves.
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• No life:
• God is the source of all life.  If God leaves, so does life.
• There is no birth, no pregnancy, no conception.
• Any children that are left will die.
• Ephraim is in a fertile land, but all the fruit will perish.
• Their womb will miscarry, and their breasts won’t nourish.

We think we can survive without obeying God, but disobeying God means we lose His 
presence in our life.  How can we think we are able to survive without God if He is the 
source of absolutely everything, even life?

• They will lose God’s love (vs 15-17)
• The people don’t love God.

• Their evil is at Gilgal.  Gilgal is where they wanted a king like the nations.  It represents 
their rejection of God and lusting for other things.

• All their actions show they have no love for God.
• Their princes are rebels.
• They have not listened to God.

• God no longer loves them
• God hates them:

• Because of their wickedness.
• He hates what they do.
• He hates who they have become.

• He will love them no more.
• God will remove them from His house: they had false worship anyway.
• He will take away life: they were sacrificing their own young anyway.
• He will cast them away: they were forsaking God anyway.
• They will be wanderers among the nations: they were mixing themselves with the 

nations anyway.

God doesn’t love them?  We will see that God’s affection continues (Hos 11:8-9), but He is 
no longer going to act loving towards them.  He will no longer do loving deeds for them.  If 
we reject His love long enough, we will never come to a point in which God doesn’t care 
about us, but we will come to the point in which He won’t actively love us.  We continue to 
be blessed by God’s love in this life, whether we are faithful or not.  Hell is eternal 
banishment from God’s love in the next life.

Losing God’s love is the worst of all consequences.

10:1-4: Israel sows selfishness
• Luxuriant vine

• Translation question: luxuriant or empty?  Word more literally means “empty”, but because 
of context (i.e. producing fait for self), the NASB and ESV render “luxuriant”. 

• All God’s blessings are used for self, rather than God.
• Produced fruit for self.
• The more fruit was used to make more altars.
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• The rich land was used to make better sacred pillars.
• They are appropriately described as having a heart of faithless.

• They have no desire to serve God in anyway for what He has done for them.
• They are happy to turn from Him regardless of what He does for them.

It’s easy to see why God uses the illustration of an unfaithful wife.  These verses here fit the 
picture of Hosea 2:8,12-13.  We need countless blessing to just be alive, so any time we are 
giving into sin, we are taking the blessings and resources that should be used to glorify God 
and instead using them to serve ourselves.

• They must bear their guilt
• They have been selfish with all the fruit they have born, so now they need to bear the fruits 

of their guilt as well.
• They have been guilty, but God decides when they will suffer for it.

As we enjoy the fruits of sin, we need to keep in my the guilt that we will bear in the future as 
well.  It is only a matter of time.

• When there bear their guilt, God removes all the things they gathered in selfishness.
• God breaks down altars.
• God destroys sacred pillars

We use sin to satisfy our selfishness, but anything we selfishly gather by sin we be taken 
from us by God in the end, thus it is a vain endeavor.

10:4-6: Israel reaps what they have sown
• Regarding their kings

• They didn’t have a king.
• In the days of Samuel, they didn’t regard God as their king, so they asked for one.  

God told them what having a king would result in, but they wanted one anyway.
• To this day, they still didn’t recognize God as king.

• The king could do nothing for them.
• They rejected God in their desire to have a physical king.
• The physical kings were impotent and useless.  They were evil and brought curses.  At 

this time they were only focused on killing one another. 
• They didn’t want God as their king, now they are reaping the result of having a human 

king. 

• Regarding their alliances
• They make worthless covenants

• They make alliances with more powerful nations, and have nothing to offer in return.
• Neither party truly intends to keep their side of the contract.

• Judgment comes
• God will judge them with the foreign nations they have allied themselves with.
• Since they have allied with them, the foreign nations have more power over them.
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• Then just like weeds, judgments start showing up all over the place (i.e. the nations 
taking more money, conquering cities, etc…).

• They wanted to be close to trust the nations, now they are reaping the result of the foreign 
nations being so close to them.

• Regarding the golden calf
• How they used to feel about it

• Was their god
•  Trusted it
• Worshipped it

• How they feel about it now
• They fear for it
• They mourn over it
• They cry over it

• The purpose it used to fulfill
• It used to be an image of their God.  
• With the glory of that God now departed, the idol is merely a hunk of metal.

• The purpose it now fulfills
• It is used to pay a tribute for the foreign nations they’ve allied themselves to.
• They trusted in the calf rather than God, and they trusted in foreign nations rather than 

God.
• So now they need to use the calf to protect them from the foreign nations they have 

trusted in.
• They are ashamed of their foolishness

• They foolishly trusted in foolish things.  They have become as foolish as the things 
they have trusted. 

• As everything falls apart, they are embarrassed by the failures of their most trusted 
entities, and they are embarrassed that they trusted in them in the first place.

• They made a golden cow, now they are reaping the result of putting their trust in a piece of 
metal.

10:7-10: Israel reaps judgment
• Destruction

• Their capitol will be destroyed
• Samaria and their king will be carried away like a stick on water.

• Their high places will be destroyed
• They sowed the vanity of idols.
• Now they will reap weeds all over their places of idolatrous worship.

• Punishment
• Gibeah

• They sinned in Gibeah when they rejected God for their desire to have a human king in 
order to be like the other nations.

• They still stand in the same field with the same defiance.  They have planted 
themselves in a firm position of opposition towards God.

• God will meet them in battle in that field, and their human king won’t save them.
• Nations gathered against them
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• They have been evil, so God will decide the appropriate time to punish them.
• He will punish them by gather other nations to destroy them.
• This is when they will face the consequence of their “double guilt”

• First guilt: rejection of God
• Second guilt: pursuing evil

10:11-15: What should be reaped vs. what will reaped
• What they should sow and reap

• The problem: Israel expects to reap good things without putting forth any effort
• Ephraim loves to thresh: 

• Threshing is when the field has already been plowed, seed sown, wheat grown and 
harvested, gathered in bushels, and finally gathered on the threshing floor.  At that 
point, the heifer simply walks on the wheat to separate the grain from the chaff.  
The heifer even is allowed to eat some while threshing.

• Israel loves the easy work.  They don’t want to do the hard work of plowing, 
growing or harvesting.  They just want to reap and eat with very little effort.

• Her “fair neck”
• She is a cow with a soft neck that has never been under a yoke.
• Israel is a spoiled brat.  She has been receiving blessings from God, but has never 

served of worked for Him at all.
• The solution:

• Be yoked/harnessed
• A yoke binds a heifer to a plow.  A harness binds a heifer to a cart.
• God will lead the people to submit to His will.  They will finally surrender to Him in 

order to accomplish His work.  
• Plow/harrow/break up your fallow ground

• Plowing is dragging a metal hooked contraption over the ground so that hard dirt is 
turned up and softened.  Harrowing is dragging a metal rake like object over the 
clods to break them up even more to prepare the soil to receive seed. 

• Israel has hard evil hearts than can’t receive God’s word because they don’t want 
to hear it.  They’ve got to do work to break their hearts before they will be able to 
receive the word.

• Sow with view to righteousness
• They need to desire to reap righteous things, therefore they need to sow the things 

that will bring forth such righteousness.  
• They need to sow God’s word in their hearts.  They need to sow a desire to be 

righteous and do righteousness.
• Seek God now until He rains righteousness down

• Just as a seed won’t grow in a field unplowed (a failure to do what we ought to), so 
a seed won’t grow in a field with no rain (what God needs to do).  

• God promises to rain down on us to produce growth when we break the fallow 
ground in our hearts.

• When we do what we need to to seek God, He is the one who will bring change in 
our hearts and minds and actions.

• Reap in accordance to kindness/loyalty
• If Israel sows righteousness, they will reap the things that are fitting for kind and 

loyal partners of an all powerful God.
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• This is THE word in the book of Hosea.  It is used in Hos 2:19, 4:1, 6:4, 6:6, 10:12, 
12:6).  It  is significant of covenant loyalty.  This book is about how they have not 
been loyal, how God wants them to be loyal, and here, what they must do to 
become loyal.  

What we need to do:
1. Be yoked: we need to surrender our will to do what God wants us to.
2. Plow/harrow: we need to put effort so that we can prepare be ready for growth.
3. Sow: we need to put things in us that will cause us to grow in righteousness.
4. Seek God so that He rains down on us: look to God for the one who will cause the 

change and growth in us.
5. Reap: receive the fruit of being a righteous and loyal servant of God.

• What they have actually sown and will reap
• They have sown trust in warriors: This is the source of their disloyalty.  They trust in their 

own strength and power; therefore, they have no need for God.
• Plowed wickedness: they have prepared their hearts with wickedness.
• They reaped injustice: the result of their wickedness is injustice everywhere.
• They have eaten the fruit of lies: they consume what they have reaped.  They are all 

unjust liars, and now they are having to suffer being in a land full of evil wicked people.

• Judgment: the ultimate reaping
• Because they are in such an evil state, God will punish them.
• Tumult among the peoples: the nation of Israel has issues within.
• Their fortresses will be destroyed: 

• Shalman is the Assyrian king Shalmanezer.  He has already com against Israel to 
conquer Beth-arbel during the reign of Hoshea (II Kings 17:3).

• The destruction was brutal (i.e. women and children slaughtered).
• God threatens that the same will be done to the rest of the fortresses throughout 

Israel.
• The king will be cut off completely: they rejected God as king in place of a useless human 

king.  Their useless human king will be carried away never to rule in Samaria ever again.

11:1-7: God the father
• God has been Israel’s father

• I loved Israel as a youth
• Youths are completely dependent and need someone to take care of them.
• They have done nothing to deserve any love and care.
• There is nothing they can provide to pay back whatever care and attention they 

receive.
• Loving a youth is lots of work and effort.
• Someone loves a youth because they choose to help the helpless for the sake of doing 

so out of selflessness.
• I called my son

• God adopts them in their helpless youth.
• This is His commitment to provide for them long term.  
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• He is accepting whatever responsibilities may come. 
• Taught Ephraim how to walk

• Israel was completely helpless until God helped them.  
• God was the one who put forth the effort so that they could stand as a people.
• They would be nothing without His help.

• Took them in His arms
• He protected them from harm.
• He carried them when they couldn’t go any farther.
• He directs and guards them in the future.

• Led them with cords of man
• As opposed to bonds of an animal.  He is using humane methods.
• Gave them a way of life and responsibilities for them to carry out.
• These expectations are for the wellbeing of the nation.
• His leadership is not subjugation or slavery, but discipline and training that would build 

character.
• Lift yoke from jaws to feed them

• Animal yokes would be connected to their jaws.
• Figuratively, they work to eat.  They are a slave to survival.
• Rather, God frees them from this oppression, and instead provides for them.
• They aren’t surviving against all odds by their own strength, but God is giving them 

what they need.  
• They aren’t working to provide for their master, but rather their master is providing for 

them.
• A master that gives, rather than takes.  Gives grace over oppression.  Provides rather 

than extorts.  

God is our father
• Loves us as a youth

• We have no reason to be loved.
• We have nothing to offer God.
• He just loves us.

• Called us His sons
• Yet, He died to redeem us to be His possession.
• He is now committed to raise us and help us till death.
• He anticipates our rebellion, and is willing to still be faithful to us through that.

• Taught us how to walk
• We were trapped in sin.
• We had problems we couldn’t handle.
• His word and love trained us to be strong.

• Took us in His ams
• There were things we couldn’t do alone.
• He provided us with providence and divine help.
• He gave us the ability to partake in His divine nature.

• Leads us with cords of man
• He gives us good instructions and responsibilities that only help us to be better.
• All His commands are for our benefit.

• Lifts our yoke to feed us
• He is only concerned in proving for us.
• He does more good for us than we could ever do for Him.
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God our father only wants from us what a father wants from his children
• God just wants us to do well and be safe.
• God just wants us to be obedient so we can continue to prosper and have a good 

relationship with Him.
• God just wants to be acknowledged and appreciated for what He does.
• As a father, He is not expecting or requiring us to pay Him back.

• Israel has been a disobedient child
• The more they were called the more they went away

• Regardless of their position when God called them, regardless of anything He had 
done for them, they wanted to rebel.

• The more God tried to call them from their rebellion, the more it made them want to 
rebel.

• They kept sacrificing to Baal and burning incense to idols
• They credited their good fortune to anything else besides God.
• They desired and loved anything else besides God, even though God was the one 

who was there for them.
• They didn’t know that God healed them

• They didn’t think, acknowledge, or even recognize that God was the one who was 
providing and helping them.

• They don’t thank Him or love Him for anything that He had done in any way.
• They are bent on turning from God

• They are by default, consistently, and determinately rebellious.  
• It makes no difference what God does, they don’t want to care about Him in anyways.
• He can try to change them and pull them closer to Him, but they’re going to 

immediately go back to rebellion.
• Though the prophets call to them, no one exalts God

• God still tries to reach out to help them see, but they don’t want to listen.
• They never give God any love or credit.

We are rebellious children
• The more God does for us, the more arrogant and proud we become.  We rebel against 

Him.
• We attribute our success to anything but God.  To our own strength, to other people, to 

money, to schools.  We desire all these things more than the God who gave them to us.
• We still don’t recognize that God is the one who keeps us going.
• We are just determined to be selfish and rebellious.
• Despite this rejection, God still keeps coming to us to call us back.
• But we don’t listen.
• What if they person you loved the most in the world treated you this way?  How much that 

would hurt?  This is the pain God is willing to suffer for all of us. 

• Punishment
• They will return to Assyria

• They won’t return to Egypt, but it will be a captivity like Egypt.
• King
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• They refused to serve God as king.
• They wanted a king like the other nations, so God is making the other nations their 

king.
• Destruction of Samaria

• Their cities will be destroyed.
• Their walls and fortresses won’t protect them.

11:8-11: The father’s conflict
• God is conflicted with the punishment

• They are His people
• How can I give you up Ephraim, Israel?
• God is conflicted with destroying them because they are His own possession.

• The nature of the punishment
• How can I make you like Admah and Zeboiim?
• These are two cities that were destroyed absolutely with Sodom and Gomorrah.  They 

were never rebuilt.
• God is conflicted with making an absolute end to His people.

• God’s heart
• His heart recoils within Him: He has no desire to carry out this necessary justice.  In 

fact, His great desire is the opposite.
• His compassions are kindled: at the point of absolute destruction, God is overcome 

with His great desire to love and cherish.

God wants to be merciful to us more than He wants to punish us.  The fact that God was 
willing to go to the cross proves this.  God will be just to punish us because we force Him to 
do that by refusing the justice provided by the body of Christ.

God is on our side.  He isn’t working things out for our destruction, but for our salvation.  
How can we know that?  Because we know that’s what He absolutely wants.

If God has this much turmoil punishing the absolutely wicked, how can we imagine how 
much mercy He has for His faithful children?  We will constantly fail Him, but He cares about 
us so much, He will be willing to endure us that we may grow to be more faithful.

• God will not absolutely destroy
• Despite the absolute wickedness of Israel, God will not destroy them absolutely.
• God is not a man to uncontrollably execute wrath out of vengeance, but rather deliberate 

justice.
• God is Holy.  He will do what is right.

• God finds a way to bring His people back
• God will roar.  Jesus is the lion that calls to His lost people.
• The cross is what calls all of God’s people all over the world to come trembling before Him 

in fear and respect, and willingness to serve.
• When we come back, God will establish us.
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God was willing to go to the cross because He knew it would make His own people more 
faithful.  To Him that is worth it.  He wants us to be righteous so much, He is willing to die 
just to motivate us.

11:12-12:2: God Condemns Israel and Judah
• Condemnation against Israel and Judah

• Israel: surrounds God with lies and deceit
• Deceit towards fellow man
• Deceit towards God
• This is the opposite of God’s truthful nature.

• Judah: is unruly against Holy and faithful God 
• They refuse to follow God’s standards of holiness.
• They refuse to be faithful to God.
• This is the opposite of God’s holy and faithful nature.

Translation question: does verse 12 say that Judah is “unruly” or that they “walk with God”?
• Rud: restless, roam, rule

• Primitive root: to tramp about.
• Meaning: to ramble, wander about freely
• Figuratively: to rule

• So is Judah ruling with God?  Or is Judah wandering freely away from God?
• If Judah is ruling with God, then this verse fits with the previous chapter since Judah is 

being condemned in 12:2.
• I believe that Judah is being condemned for wandering away from God because it fits 

better with the context of chapter 12 rather than 11.  In 11:12, Israel and Judah are 
condemned.  Then Israel is condemned in 12:1, and then Judah in 12:2.

• Israel condemened:
• Feeds on wind: is consumed with vain, empty, unhelpful things.
• Pursues east wind: apparently a notorious gust that blew from Palestine desert.  This wind 

would be destructive.  Not only is Israel feeding on empty things, but they also feed on 
harmful things.

• Multiply lies and violence: their pursuit of emptiness brings and increase of sin.
• Covenants with foreigners.

• Israel seeks aid from foreign kings rather than God.
• Unlike God, whose help is free, Israel has to hire Egypt with valuable oils.

• Judah condemned:
• God has a dispute with Judah: this dispute will be stated in the following verses.
• God will punish Judah.
• God will repay them for their deeds.

12:3-8: God’s Dispute With Judah
• Story of Jacob
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• Jacob is the father of Judah.  God wants the son Judah to learn a lesson from father 
Jacob.

• Jacob’s persistence:
• Jacob wanted to receive God’s blessings and constantly fought to get them.
• He fights for birthright in the womb.  As a “mature” man, he acquires if from brother 

by means of conniving selfishness.
• In his maturity he contends with God.  Older still, he deceives his father to receive 

the blessings.
• Later, God confronts him as an angel, and Jacob wrestles with God to receive a 

blessing.  Finally, when defeated, he continues to hold on until He is blessed by 
God.

• Jacob’s humility:
• God had already determined that Jacob would be the child of promise, yet 

throughout his life, Jacob used sinful conniving means to acquire these promises.  
He depended on his own strength.

• Finally, God has proven that He is willing to give aid to Jacob throughout his life, 
but Jacob continues to trust more in his own strength.  God then confronts Jacob 
head on in a wrestling match.  Jacob uses his valuable diligence to combat against 
the Lord in order to get what he wants.  Jacob realizes he can’t beat the angel.  
Finally, the angel puts Jacob into submission by breaking his hip.  Jacob continues 
to hold on and plea for the blessing.

• Jacob learns that He doesn’t have to fight against God to get blessings.  He just 
needs to fight to hold on to God, and God will give the blessings.

• The result:
• Jacob found God at Bethel and God spoke to Jacob.
• Jacob achieved a relationship and connection to God.  Jacob came to know and 

understand God.
• This was the greatest blessing Jacob ever received. 

• Relevance to Israel and Judah
• They needed persistence in fighting for God.

• They had abandoned God and were no longer clinging to Him.  They were going 
after lovers and foreigners.  

• They gave up any effort in seeking God.
• They needed humility to receive from God.

• They needed to realize God was going to be the source of every good gift if they 
were willing to humbly depend on them.

• They needed to stop fighting and conniving by their own power to get what they 
wanted. 

• They needed to just cling to God as the only and absolute source, and plea for aid.  
God would be willing to simply give to them.

We need to pursue God with persistence and humility
• We need persistence.

• We can’t give up so easily.  There are great blessings out there that we need.  Jacob 
was fighting to get them early on, and then the world turned on him and fought back, 
but he didn’t give up on God’s plans.  He kept persisting.  We need to do the same.

• The greatest blessing is knowing God.  Satan will do 1,000 things to try to keep it from 
us.  Will be give up?  Or fight back and persist?
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• We need to be humble
• We need to believe that if we keep fighting on our own, we are not going to get the 

things that we need.  We need to humbly cling to God as the absolute giver.
• We need to be humble enough to be willing to receive rather than earn.

• How Judah and Israel should respond:
• Return to God

• Go to God as the source of what you need.  
• Be persistent towards Him rather than self.

• Observe Kindness and justice
• They are to returning to God by walking with Him, rather than wandering freely from 

Him.
• Kindness / loyalty.  They need to practice kindness and goodness to fellow man.  They 

need to be loyal to their God.
• They need to be just and fair, rather than selfish and conniving.  

• Wait for God continually
• They need to stay persistent in their dependence on God.
• They ought not stray from Him in search of other things from other people.

• God’s warning
• God loves to oppress false merchants.

• God is a just and right God.
• He hates lies and injustice; therefore, it suits Him to rectify wrongs.
• He is glorified when He defends the innocent by punishing the perverted.

• Israel has been this false merchant.  Should they ignore this exhortation and continue in 
their selfish greed, God will punish them.

• Israel’s present attitude
• Despite Jacob’s example of learning to depend on God for all that he has, Israel is the 

complete opposite.
• I have become rich

• Israel thinks they have everything they need.
• In actuality, they are lacking everything, most significantly, a relationship with God.

• I have found wealth for myself
• Israel is deluded into believing that they have become rich by own strength and 

wisdom.
• In actuality, it is God who has blessed them with everything they have.

• No iniquity is found in me
• Israel has deceived themselves into thinking that they are good and faithful.  They 

consider any wealth and riches as proof that they must be righteous.
• In actuality, they have been evil and rebellious all their days.

Three lessons:
1. We need to realize we are only rich if we have fellowship with God.
2. We need to acknowledge that God is the one who has given us all our blessings.
3. We need to be willing to see our own sins rather than deceiving ourselves.
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12:9-14: God is persistent with the people
• God is persistent to pursue his people.

• Though Israel has not followed Jacob’s example to be persistent in pursing God, God is 
persistent in pursuing them.

• I have been your God since Egypt.
• The mere fact that God has been their God for such a long sinful history is proof that 

He is persistent.  
• He is willing to endure sins if there is hope that they will repent.

• I will make you live in tents again.
• They lived in tents when they left Egypt and were traveling to the Promised Land.
• They depended on God for their salvation, and they depended on God to carry them 

through the wilderness.
• In spite of their present rebellion and indifference, God is going to be persistent to find  

way to make them depend on Him again like they once did.
• I have spoken to you through prophets, visions, and parables

• Even though they didn’t want to hear, God was persistent in speaking to them.
• He would speak to them in different ways to see if they would be willing to listen to any 

of the different kinds of messages.

God is so persistent with us.
• We have been sinful, and remain sinful, yet God is so patient to endure us.  He is so 

persistent to keep helping us providentially to bring us to a point where we will depend on 
Him and listen to Him.

• Israel’s present condition
• Israel is sinful and idolatrous.
• Jacob was willing to save himself and work keeping sheep to get his wife, and he learned 

to love and depend on God.
• Israel was saved and rather were kept like sheep, yet they aren’t willing to love and 

depend on God at all.
• Israel has made God very angry with their evil and rebellion.  They are going to be 

punished.

13:1-3: Israel’s past, present, and future
• Israel’s past

• Israel spoke and there was trembling
• Israel used to be powerful
• Other nations trembled in fear and respect

• Israel sinned
• Israel became proud and exalted themselves because of all their power rather than 

rightfully giving credit to God.
• Then Israel engaged in Baal worship.  

• This was wrong.
• The result is death.
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• Death how this chapter will end (13:4).

When we sin we are dead.  We might not experience the immediate consequences, but 
having already been separated from God, we are already in death.  Should we fail to 
remedy the situation we will be surrendered to suffer the full consequences of that death.

• Israel’s present
• They sin more

• The initiation of sin led to the increase and spread of sin.
• They make molten images

• For themselves: they first received these gods from the foreign nations.  Now they are 
manufacturing their own version.

• Skillfully: they invest great effort and care to make high quality gods.  This shows how 
much they care.

• They adore their gods
• They kiss the calves: sign of adoration and “love”.

• Israel’s future
• They will be nothing.
• Morning cloud: there early in the morning, promise of rain, but vanishes suddenly with the 

rising of the sun.
• Dew: there early in the morning, suddenly vanishes with the rising of the sun.
• Chaff: unwanted waste that, rather than being gathered and collected, is easily swept 

away by wind.
• Smoke from a chimney: very present one moment, then suddenly dissipates into nothing 

the next without leaving a trace.

13:4-8: God’s past, present, and future
• God’s past

• He was their God
• He was their God since the beginning of their existence.
• For their entire history, God has established Himself as being tirelessly reliable and 

faithful.
• At no point did they have any other god do anything for them.

• He was their savior
• They were in trouble countless times.  God was the only one who did anything to help 

them.  
• No other god provided any means of salvation.

• He was their provider
• He cared for them in the wilderness and desert.
• He was the one who provided in a place where there were no provisions.  This was 

supposed to make it absolutely clear that HE was the one responsible for those 
provisions.  Thus, they should love Him and trust to provide in the future.

God provides us with a history giving us reason to trust His faithfulness, depend on His 
salvation, and love Him for His providence.  We should worship Him only.
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• God’s present
• His people have become satisfied

• Having received everything they needed, they thought they could now survive with the 
provisions alone, and no longer had use for the provider.

• God is forgotten
• God is now a forgotten God.
• Rather than thankfulness that leads to love and worship, God is used, forgotten, 

abandoned, and replaced by emptiness and vanity.

This is the sign of loving the gifts, but not loving the giver.  The gifts alone are no real benefit 
if we do not let them teach us love for God.

The pattern of forgetting God and replacing Him is the story of man (Romans 1:18-32).

• God’s future
• Rather than being their God and Savior, Yahweh will be a beast to them.

• Like a lion
• Leopard: wait by wayside to suddenly attack them without warning.
• Bear robbed of her cubs: the most dangerous depiction of any wild beast.  A great 

slaughter as a means of vengeance.
• Devour them like a lioness.
• As a beast would tear them.

• This is for justice and their punishment.

13:9-16: Israel has brought this on themselves
• You are against me to your own destruction

• All of Israel’s problems are the result of their own mistakes.
• The mistake

• They are against God.
• They have forsaken Him, and sought evil things.
• They did this for their own benefit, but instead it brings bad detriment.

• The result
• Destruction.  
• They are responsible for destroying themselves because they are actively going 

against God.

Sin destroys.  If we go against God and sin, WE are destroying ourselves.  We are killing 
ourselves with sin.  God isn’t doing that.  God will later punish us and bring justice against 
us, but that is because we have destroyed ourselves with the sins that we commit.

• Israel’s mistakes
• They have depended on things that can’t save them

• They selfishly desired a king in place of God.
• That king can do nothing to help them.
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• God is taking away that king in His anger.
• You are increasing your sin

• The iniquity is bound up: it is gathered and preserved.  
• Rather than seeking forgiveness of sins, they are storing up sin.  
• This is done by refusing to repent and seek atonement for past sins, as well as 

increasing and adding to their sins.
• They refuse to repent

• Israel is both mother in labor and unborn child.
• Birth pangs are upon them.
• They delay the opening of the womb.

• They need to be born again as a new person.  They need to repent.
• They are not wise because they refuse to do that.

• They don’t want to suffer the pain and hurt that is involved in repentance, so they 
delay the process (i.e. stay in the womb).

• What will happen to a child that doesn’t leave the womb?  It will die.  What will 
happen to the sinner that delays repentance.  He will die.

If we delay the necessary repentance, we will be stillborns.  Dead before our rebirth.  We 
cannot afford to delay our repentance.

• The result
• Death

• Shall I ransom from Sheol?
• This is a rhetorical question.  The answer is no.  
• Israel has chosen death, and death is what will come to Israel.  

• Compassion hidden from God’s eyes
• They are against God to the point that He fights against His desire for compassion 

for the necessary justice.
• If there is no compassion, there is absolutely no hope.  
• This absence of any hope whatsoever is absolute death.

• Judgment
• Israel might flourish now, but the east wind is coming to kill everything.

• The east wind is a desert wind that dries and scorches life.
• Fountains will dry.
• Springs will dry.
• Treasures will be plundered.
• This east wind is symbolic of Assyria.

• Samaria punished for her guilt of rebellion
• Men fall by sword.
• Children cut up.
• Pregnant women ripped open.

This is the destination we all deserve.  We have all died in sin, and should remain death.  
Except God DID ransom us from death by Jesus Christ (I Cor 15:54-57).  This is why Paul 
can use this passage to mean the opposite in this passage.  Death used to have great 
power, but no more, because God has found a means to bring justice so that His 
compassions may be over us once more.
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14:1-3: Call to repentance
• Return to God

• You have stumbled because of iniquity
• You sinned for selfish gain.
• But your sins hurt you rather than benefited you.

• Therefore the best option is to return to God and live obediently.

• How to return to God
• Take words

• Usually the return would be accompanied with an animal sacrifice.
• In this case the sacrifice desired is words

• Words confessing sin
• Words or repentance from sins
• Sincere words

• This can’t be the same empty lies told previously to manipulate God, but rather 
sincere expressions that represent a true desire to change.

• This is an easy sacrifice
• Anyone can produce such words.  There is no financial obstacle that would hinder 

one from doing this.
• Anyone can speak.

• This is an extremely difficult sacrifice
• Yet, it’s extremely difficult to cultivate a sincere desire.  Anyone can say words, but 

not anyone can mean those words.
• It requires effort and work to come back to God with sincerity.

God demands sacrifices that anyone can offer, yet are we willing to care enough to offer Him 
the hardest sacrifices of all?  Genuine and sincere desire.  This takes time and effort to 
cultivate, and for that reason, we aren’t willing to offer it.  It’s much easier to give Him money 
than to give Him sincerity, but what He truly desires is the expressions of our sincere hearts.  
We need to accept the challenge and prepare to offer those sacrifices.

• The desired words
• “Take away our iniquity”: ask for forgiveness.  This includes a confession and 

admission of guilt and fault as well as acknowledging that God is kind enough to 
forgive us.

• “Receive us graciously”: 
• Expressed desire to be with God.
• Humble acknowledgment that God is not required to, but if He does, it is based on 

His kindness, not our worth.
• Profession that God is so good, not only will He deter from punishment, but that He 

will begin to bless.
• Statements of repentance:

• “That we may present the fruit of our lips”:
• Literally: “calves of our lips”
• Wanting forgiveness so you can begin to worship and make sacrifices to God 

again.
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• The sacrifices you want to offer God are the words of your lips that accurately 
represent the desires in your heart. 

•  A desire to give God love, adoration, gratitude, 
• Heb 13:15-16: Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 

God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing 
good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

• “Assyria will not save us”:
• Trust and dependance on true God rather than anything else.
• Loyalty to God as the protected.  No lack of faith in Him.

• “We will not ride on horses”:
• No longer depend on own strength, rather depend on Him.
• No longer try to find a way to live without God.

• “We will not say, ‘Our God!’ to the work of our hands”: 
• Loyalty to worship God over anything else.
• No longer make our own ways, but accept your ways.

True repentance:
• Express desire to truly worship God.
• No longer looking to any other thing as our ultimate help and fulfillment.
• No longer looking to self to make our own way apart from God.
• True repentance is not just of a particular sin, but a complete surrendering of the entire 

heart.  This is a harder repentance.
• If we won’t do this, we won’t actually repent, and it won’t be pleasing to God.

• “In you the orphan finds mercy” 
• This is the reason Israel should repent: God’s character:

• God provides help for the helpless.  
• He helps those who have done nothing to earn or repay Him.
• He is a good God.

• This is what God did for Israel.
• He saved them from Egypt and established them.
• They need to acknowledge that life is better with God (Hos 2:7).

14:4-7: What God will do for them
• He will heal their apostasy

• Fix their constant falling away.
• God will be the one to make them desire Him more than they desire the world.
• He will help change their behavior.

God grants us repentance
• Acts 3:26: For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one 

of you from your wicked ways.
• Acts 5:31: He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant 

repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
• Acts 11:18: When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God 

has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.
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• We often don’t want to change, so we don’t bother going back to God, but God is the one 
who has the power to change us, so we just need to go back to Him.

• If we go to set our minds on the Spirit and learn from Him, and try to put it into practice, He 
is the one who will be able to produce the fruit and results that we need. 

• He will love them freely
• This is what God has wanted all the time.
• He wants to love them, but His holy nature can’t support their deliberate sin.  He has to 

punish instead.
• If they will repent, then God can fellowship with them without regard to sin.  He can be as 

good to them as He desires.

God wants to love us.  Our sins keep Him from being able to love us as He desires.  If we 
will repent, then we provide Him the opportunity to love us with no consideration of sin.

• He will no longer be angry
• With their sin removed, God has no reason to be angry with them, so He won’t be.
• God didn’t desire to be angry with them, but He was against their sin.

God doesn’t hate us.  He doesn’t like being angry.  We force Him to take a stand against our 
sin.  If we would align ourselves with Him, then He won’t have to.

• I will be like the dew
• A constant, dependable, sufficient source of life and nourishment.
• Always there to provide what is needed at all times.

God gives and supplies so consistently.  He is absolutely dependable.

• I will cause them to grow
• God is the one who provides what they need, so He is the one responsible for their growth 

and development.
• Blossom like the lily: very productive.  A single root can produce up to fifty bulbs.
• Take root like cedar trees: very stable.  A cedar tree can develop roots that shoot down 

as far as the tree is tall.
• Shoots will sprout: increase and improve.
• Beauty like olive tree: beautiful and pleasing.
• Fragrance like cedars: pleasant to all.

God wants to make us into something wonderful.
• He wants to make us:

• Productive: always growing and improving.
• Stable, immovable: not shaken by the troubles of the world.  Not moved by own flesh.
• Beautiful and pleasant: character that warms and inspires others.
•
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• How wonderful it is to become the people God wants us to be.  This is why we need to be 
loyal to Him, to permit Him to accomplish this.

• Eph 2:10: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

• Others will depend on God’s people
• God will make His people so wonderful that others will come to depend on them as they 

have come to depend on God.
• Others will live in their shadow: they will find rest, protection, and habitation.
• They will rise grain: with that help, they will also be able to increase and produce.
• They will blossom like the vine: the growth will be rapid.

God can make us gods to others.
• God is great because He is wise and powerful to provide help to others.
• The more loyal we are to God, the more like Him we become.
• Soon, just as God has provided help to us, we will be able to do the same for others.
• How blessed it is to have God’s wisdom and character to lead others to Christ and help 

them grow in their own character and conduct until they are good, strong, and faithful 
people.

• God will make His people renown.
• They will be so prosperous and good that they will be famous.
• Others will want to be like them.

14:8-9: Summary
• Final statement of God’s character

• Idols should be absolutely irrelevant.
• God is the absolute provider.

• He answers: responds to their requests.
• He looks after: oversees and anticipates future needs.
• He is the luxuriant cypress that sustains them with fruit.

• Final exhortation
• The nature of God is certain and established

• The ways of God are right
• This is certain, and always true.
• We are expected to come to this conclusion

• The wise understand this.
• The discerning know this.

• Our decisions are what remain uncertain.
• Two possible responses:

• Righteous walk in them: obey God’s ways.
• (This is the only time the word righteous is used in this whole book)

• Transgressors stumble in them: disobey and fall.

God’s character is certain and established, but our actions un yet to be determined.
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• It’s God’s business to be Himself.
• It’s our business to properly respond to who God is.
• He will always be loyal.  Will be be loyal to Him?
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