
Calling On the Name of the Lord 
Part 2: How to Call Upon His Name


Review 
• Calling upon the name of the Lord is:


1. A single act of worship - the emphasis being that one is choosing to worship the One 
God Yahweh as opposed to any other God.


2. A way of being -  being characterized as someone who calls on His name

• Knows the Lord (Ps 79:6)

• Belongs to the Lord (Isa 44:5)

• Take hold of the Lord (Isa 64:7)

• Never turns away from the Lord (Ps 80:18)

• Is His covenant people (Zech 13:8-9)


• Calling upon the name of the Lord and the New Covenant

• Calling on the name of the Lord is connected to covenants - in most cases in Genesis when 

someone was calling on the name of the Lord, it was in connection with a covenant of some type.

• Prediction of the New Covenant


• The verse - Zech 13:8-9: “It will come about in all the land,” Declares the Lord, “That two 
parts in it will be cut off and perish; But the third will be left in it. “And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call 
on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are My people,’ And they will say, ‘The 
Lord is my God.’”


• This is God speaking about refining a future remnant and making a new covenant with 
them.

• They will call on His name.

• The ideal of the first covenant will be fulfilled - they will be His people, He will be their 

God.


• The New Covenant - Jesus is Lord

• God makes His new covenant, and those who call upon the name of Jesus become 

His holy possession.

• I Cor 1:2: To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and ours.


• Jesus is the Lord Yahweh we call upon for salvation as seen in Acts 2.


Intro 
In today’s lesson, we will be looking at some NT passages about what it means to call upon the 
name of the Lord Jesus and how to do it.


Romans 10 
• This is the longest passage in the NT dedicated to the concept of calling upon the name of 

Jesus.
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• Context


• The whole book of Romans

• The whole book is explaining salvation - how 

salvation by faith in Christ works.

• After explaining this, Paul has to deal with two 

objections against it.

• Rom 6-8 - It it’s by faith, are you saying we don’t have to repent? 

• Rom 9-11 - If Jesus is the Christ, the savior of the Jews, why are the majority of 

Jews lost?


• Rom 9: God’s has the right to choose

• 9:1-5: Paul is sad that his fellow Jews are lost.

• 9:6-33: Paul defends God’s right to choose who will be saved.


• He establishes in the past that God has made choices between peoples, i.e. Isaac 
over Ishmael.


• So God has the right to choose to save believers (majority gentile) in Jesus, and 
reject those who don’t believe (the majority of Jews).


• Romans 10 - explaining the text

• 10:1-4: The situation


• Paul wants the Jews to be saved, and admits they are zealous, but states that they 
don’t have proper knowledge.


• The problem

• They are trying to establish their own righteousness by their own works (i.e. be 

righteous on their own without God’s help).

• But the real source of righteousness is believing in Jesus.


So the Jews are not saved because they are trying to establish their own righteousness 
rather than receiving it simply by believing Jesus?

• What would you say to someone?


• Why are you making it so complicated?

• It’s so simple to be saved, and yet you’re trying to do it the hard way.


• Whose fault is that?

• Is it God’s fault that the Jews aren’t saved?

• Or is it their own fault for not believing?


• This is going to be Paul’s point.


• 10:5: Establishing your own righteousness

• To be made righteous by the Law, you’ve got to live it - put it into practice completely 

and perfectly.

• But you aren’t perfect, so you’re no longer righteous.

• It is then impossible to establish your own righteousness by your works, but you try 

anyways

• Pretend like the bad deed didn’t happen.

• Compensate by doing more good deeds.


• Does this work?

• You end up like a man that’s messed up, everyone knows it, but he refuses to 

acknowledge it, and tries to convince everyone he’s good by doing other “good 
things”.


• Ever had a husband/boyfriend do that?  Does it work?
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* When saying “the Jews”, we’re 
talking about a majority population 
of Jews that rejected Jesus as the 

Messiah. *



• This is what the Pharisees were doing - trying too hard to make everyone think 
how good they were - blind to their own sin, professing their own righteousness.


• 10:6-13: Righteousness from faith in Christ

• Summary - This explanation is longer and more confusing, but the point Paul is 

making is how easy and attainable salvation is to receive by faith in Christ, rather than 
establishing your own righteousness.


• Quoting Deut 30

• The verse - Deut 30:10-14: if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments 

and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God 
with all your heart and soul. “For this commandment which I command you today is not 
too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will 
go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ Nor is 
it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and 
make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ But the word is very near you, in your mouth and 
in your heart, that you may observe it.


• Moses’ point:

• The importance of following God’s commands.

• This is possible because you have His commands - you just received them.

• You don’t have to go up to heaven to get them.

• You don’t have to cross the sea to get them.

• They’re already here in your mouths and in your hearts.

• Getting the commands is easy and attainable!


• How Paul uses this quote:

• 6-8: How hard is it to be righteous?  No hard!  It comes from faith in Christ.


• 6 - do you have to go up to heaven to get Jesus?  No He already came and 
lived and died for us.


• 7 - do you have to go to the abyss to bring Christ up?  No, he’s already been 
raised.


• 8 - and the word that leads us to salvation is here, in our mouths and hearts.

• 9-10: The simplicity of salvation


• 9 - salvation comes by confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and 
believing that in your heart.


• 10 - 

• The heart believing is what leads to righteousness.

• The mouth confessing is what leads to salvation.


• 11-13: Who can be saved?

• Whoever believes, whether Jew or Greek.

• There’s no disappointment, because all are invited.

• There’s no distinction because it’s one Lord for everyone.

• So whoever calls on His name will be saved.


• Why the Jews weren’t saved.

• Is it God’s fault?  Did He make it too hard?  Or exclude them?

• They weren’t saved because they didn’t want to be.


• They didn’t want to accept that this simple man from Galilee was their creator who 
died for them.


• They didn’t want to confess Him as their Lord and do all that He commanded.


• Calling on the name of the Lord - characterization

• So for God to choose to save us, all we need to do is choose Jesus as Lord.

• It’s simple to be saved, and yet… it’s challenging for us to humble ourselves and call out 

to Jesus for salvation and live our lives governed completely by His will.
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• But if my life is characterized by my belief in who Jesus is, and serving Him, then that’s 
why I God will save me.


• It’s a characterization

• You can’t just say Jesus is Lord.

• You’ve got to live like Jesus is your Lord.


Calling upon the name of Jesus - Single act?

• Pray to be saved?


• Based on this text alone you would think it’s the explanation of how to call upon the 
name of the Lord.


• Example

• Step one: believe

• Step two: confess

• And so the way to call on the name of Jesus is to simply say it - or basically pray 

it.

• This is why many believe that to be saved, you need to say a prayer - or what people 

call the sinners prayer.

• However, when we consider other texts, we’ll see it’s actually something else.


Calling Upon the Name of Jesus Through Baptism 
• Acts 2 - Pentecost


• 2:21 - whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.

• 2:26 - Jesus is Lord

• 2:37 - what shall we do?

• 2:38: Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


• Acts 16 - The Philippian Jailer

• 16:30 - Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

• 16:31 - Believe, and you will be saved

• 16:33: And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he 

was baptized.


• Acts 22 - Paul’s conversion

• 22:16: Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His 

name.

• When Paul wanted to be saved, he was told to be baptized.

• Baptism is described in two ways:


1. When our sins are washed away.

2. Calling upon the name of the Lord.


Baptism is the Biblical way in which we call upon the name of Jesus for salvation - have we 
seen the sinner’s prayer?


• I Pet 3 - An appeal for a clean conscience.

• I Pet 3:20-21: when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction 

of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 
Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an 
appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


• Baptism compared to the flood.
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• Just as the flood washed away all the sinners.

• So baptism washes away all our sins.


• Baptism is a prayer

• Here, baptism is said to save us.

• It doesn’t save us by removing physical filth from our physical bodies.

• It’s saves us by a spiritual cleansing.

• Baptism is an appeal to God.


• Appeal - urgent request.

• What do you call it when you make an urgent request to God?  Prayer.

• For a clean conscience.


• Our bad deeds make us have a bad conscience.

• We would have a clean conscience if we had no bad deeds.

• So an appeal for a clean conscience is asking God to give us a clean 

conscience by removing our bad deeds.

• How do you make this appeal?  You get baptized.


• Baptism is the prayer we pray to call upon Jesus for salvation.


Conclusion 
• It’s simple.

• Get baptized believing in Jesus, and determining to make Him the Lord of your life for the 

rest of your life.
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