
Attendance
Introduction:
• Attending church is a big deal.
• Sometimes people think it’s what being a Christian is all about.  Going to church.
• Other people think it’s not necessary.  They can be pleasing to God even if they don’t 

assemble with a church.
• Let’s get some Biblical teaching on the matter of attending the church assembly.

What does the Bible say about attendance?
• Is it just a creation of our modern church culture?
• Does God even expect Christians to congregate?
• Is it fair to hold our brethren to the expectation that they should attend when our 

church congregate?

What does the Bible say?
• We know that the early church gathered together as an assembly to read, pray, 

participate in the Lord’s Supper, and hear teaching.

• Acts 2:42-47
• Devoted to apostle’s teaching
• Fellowship
• Breaking of bread
• Prayer
• Day by day in the temple

• Acts 20:7
• Gathered together to break bread

• I Cor 11:
• Coming together for the Lord’s Supper
• They weren’t assembling properly.  They were divided

• I Cor 14:26
• Coming together for hymns, lessons, revelations, tongues, and interpretations

Do we need to take attending church seriously?
• The first church assembled
• That is our example
• Therefore we need to do it as well

People think...
• Attendance is just something preachers push.  The preacher’s idea.



• Just to have more people in pews?  
• More money in the collection?
• Just another good option for people to get encouragement?

We do it because that’s the example set before us in scripture.  
• We need to do it
• We should expect our fellow christians to do it

Heb 10:24-25:
• Here is scriptural exhortation and expectation that Christians are to assemble with 

their church.

Why assemble?
Benefits Received:
• Encouragement:

• Eph 5:17-21
• The times are evil, make the most of your time by being filled with the Spirit
• Be filled with the Spirit by singing hymns and encouraging one another.
• The act worshipping together as assembled Christians is so vital for our 

spiritual strength.
• God knows that.  That’s why He commands that.
• Consider other groups like AA and Weight Watchers

• Closeness to brethren:
• Acts 2:46

• Day by day they were together in the temple, and also in each other’s homes
• This is what they did.  Look at the result

• Acts 4:32
• They were of one mind and one soul.  They were really close!
• You can’t be “one heart” with a stranger
• You can’t be “one soul” with someone you never see, talk to, spend time with
• We need to assemble together often so we can be of one heart and soul.

If you don’t assemble, you will feel distant from church family, while everyone else 
grows closer together without you.

You can’t complain about not having close relationships with your church family if you 
aren’t making the effort to assemble with them often.



Responsibilities:
• Worship God:

• Privilege:
• It’s a privilege to be in the assembly to worship God.

• Deut 23:3: Not everyone was allowed to enter the assembly in the Old Law.  
Including people born with birth defects!

• Acts 13:48: Look at how happy the gentiles were when they were brought 
into the gospel (that’s us!).

• Responsibility:
• I Cor 11:24: Christ said do this in remembrance of me.  Suggestion?

• God is worthy to be praised (Rev 5:12).
• All the creatures closet to God are praising Him constantly (Isa 6:1-3, Rev 

4:4-8)
• If He tells us to come together to remember the death of Christ, you better 

be there!  That’s an obligation!
• To miss this would be sin.

• Encourage brethren:
• Heb 10:23-31:

• We have to holdfast and not waver!  What helps us do that?
• Meeting together to:

• Stir each other up (motivate each other)
• Help each other to love and do good works
• Encourage each other as long as you see the day drawing near (everyday)

• How do we do this?
• Encourage during worship:

• Show your enthusiasm to be worshipping God
• Sing out
• Pay attention, take notes, edge of your seat
• Don’t sleep
• Don’t slouch
• Don’t be on phone
• Don’t be distracted with phone and constantly getting up to use 

bathroom mostly because you’re bored
• Don’t be a distraction and make immature atmosphere during Bible 

classes
• Don’t make comments in Bible classes just because you like to talk

Worship is encouraging when:
• You are worshipping God with other people who are also glad to be worshipping 

God.
• It’s not about instruments, or vocal quality, or lighting, or presentation.
• Let’s exhibit behavior and demeanor that shows other we are glad to be 

worshipping God with them.



• Encourage after worship:
• Talk to your brethren about important things
• Ask important questions to show you care about them
• Find out how people are doing spiritually
• Find out how people need help

We don’t see each other as much as we would like because we’re spread out.  Be 
smart about how you use the time together.

• Talk to weaker members
• Members that don’t have close relationships (outsiders)
• Nothing is more discouraging than being on the outside feeling as if you’re 

not wanted
• Talk to the visitors

Don’t just use time after worship to socialize!  There are MORE IMPORTANT THINGS 
TO DO!  

What are the requirements of attendance?
Be there!
• To attend you actually have to show up

• We can’t be missing for:
• work
• school
• homework
• sports
• family visits
• laziness

• It’s discouraging to see empty chairs that should be filled by our members.

Be there on time!
• Attending means you’re actually there, and there on time

• Being late means you can’t use the opportunity before worship to encourage 
brethren

• Being late means you distract when you come in
• Being late means you are missing out on worship

Being late hurts what we’re trying to accomplish
• As a teacher, I want everyone to hear lesson because the material is so important.  I 

hate to start without people because I don’t want them to miss it.



• But waiting means we have less time
• Or I start on time and they miss the material

• Or the congregational meeting.  There’s SO much to discuss, and not enough time to 
discuss it, so when we start the meeting late to wait for people coming, we’ve lost that 
valuable time.

Double standard (Mal 1:6-8)
• They offered God bad sacrifices, but offered their governor good sacrifices.
• They did this because they weren’t willing to make their governor mad, but they 

didn’t care if they made their God mad.
• We give God a double standard by showing up to work or school on time because 

we don’t want to make our teacher/ boss mad, but we aren’t concerned about 
showing up to church on time

• 3 lates = absence
• Have you ever punished your kid for being late to school?

Reality:
• NYC is crazy

• Trains, traffic, parking, etc
• So things will happen, and God won’t kill you
• But habitual lateness is a sign of poor character
• Practically speaking:

• Aim to be there at least 15 min early.  
• We need to be here 15 min early so we can set up and talk and encourage
• And if something happens, you’ll have a cushion of time there will get you 

here on time still
• If you plan on being here exactly on time, you WILL be late
• Determine when you need to walk out the door in order to be here on time

Actually be here in mind and spirit!
• Jn 4:23: worship in spirit and truth!
• I Cor 14:13-16: worshipping without your mind = pointless.

• In the context it refers to people teaching or praying in foreign languages being 
pointless of no one understands it

• Singing or sitting in Bible class is pointless if your mind isn’t actually there
• Put down phone!
• Wake up!
• Go to bed early

• I Cor 11: people were killed for their mind not properly being in the Lord’s Supper 

Priority
• Some people treat attendance as if it’s the most important thing, and the only thing 

that we really have to do



• We do this because it’s something everyone sees: VISIBLE
• We feel that we have to perform to keep others happy and this is mandatory to 

get other Christians to be happy with us
• If someone isn’t attending worship, then the brethren see that something must 

be wrong.
• Though it is VERY important, it’s BY NO MEANS all we have to do to keep God 

happy and be a true Christian

• Still, attending worship is a good way for us to evaluate our priorities
• Ex 20:3: You shall have no other Gods before me (God is first! over everything 

else)
• The way you use your time is a good way to prove that God is first in your life

• Putting attending worship first, is a good way to practically put God first!
• Over work
• school
• sports
• family
• recreation
• sleep

• How can we say God is first, if we neglect worshipping Him to do these other things 
instead?

• Miss the Lord’s Supper for these things?

My parents taught me priority:
• Never missed worship for anything

• Not for homework ever.  Stay up late if I have to
• Not for high school wrestling (even though that was intense).  Missed meets.
• Not for recreation.  I liked going to concerts in Atlanta.  Show on Sunday I 

wanted to go to church in Atlanta so I could get to show on time.  Mom said, 
“Nope.  You worship with your church.  Then drive there afterwards.”

• The result:
• I was going to college in NJ
• Working at Starbucks
• Working in my career in music production
• Yet was at Sherman Tues and Thurs nights when I was teaching 5 and 6 year 

old kids who didn’t even speak English because I knew I had to be there to help 
in anyway that I could.

Sometimes our attendance does accurately show our priorities and how much we really 
care about God.


