
Being a Member of a Church

Introduction:
Today after services we want people that consider themselves or desire to be a member 
of this congregation to “place membership”.

So, today we are going to study:
1. How to become a member of a church
2. What it means to be a member of a church

Some of this might seem obvious and tedious, but there are so many misconceptions 
and false ideas about these things.  It will be helpful to consider what the scriptures say.

What is the church?  Members of the church?
To understand how to become a member of the church, we first must understand what 
the church is.

Group or individual?
• Mat 16:16-18: the church is individuals that confess Jesus to be the Christ and Son of 

God.  This is something an individual decides on his own.  So is the church just 
convicted individuals living and working on their own? 

• Eph 1:22-23: The church is the body of Christ.  So, here we see that the church is a 
collected group.

• I Cor 12:27: The body of Christ is made up of many members.  The church is a 
collected group of individuals.

Jesus created the church to be a large group made up of individuals.
• You can’t be a part of the big group without being an individual member of it
• You can’t just be an individual member without being a part of the group.

This makes sense because the word “church” means “assembly.
• There can’t be an assembly if there aren’t individuals
• One individual can’t be an assembly

Sometimes people today say they want to be a Christian, but they don’t want to be a 
member of a church.  I can understand because perhaps they are tired of all the 
problems they find in many churches , but ultimately this person does not understand 
what the church is, or what it means to be a member of it.  



Eph 2:19: The description of the church that Jesus built:
This passage summarizes what Jesus intended when He built His church:

• A new nation (collected group) made up of individual citizens of God’s family
• A people building their lives on the teaching of the Apostles according to their belief 

that Jesus is the Christ and Son of God
• A people being separate from the world so that each individual brick becomes a 

holy building for God to dwell in

How do I become a member of the church?
Now that we understand what the church is we need to learn how to become a member 
of it.  First we must understand that the Bible uses the word church in three ways:

1. The universal church: this church is made up of every individual that confesses 
Jesus to be the Christ regardless of their location of time.
• Eph 3:10, 21: This church doesn’t work of congregate together, but exists for 

the praise of God
• EX: I am a member of the same church as the Apostle Peter.  We can’t 

congregate together because he lives in Jerusalem... and that was about 2000 
years ago... but we are both members of the same church of Christ regardless.

2. The local church: This church is made up of individuals that confess Jesus to be 
the Christ and are of the same location and time, and therefore congregate, 
share, and work together as an active group.
• Rev 1:4, 2:1,8, 12,18: These are different groups of saints in different locations 

working together as a single group.
• EX: There are three congregations in Manhattan nearby.  Upper West 

Manhattan church of Christ, the Iglesia de Cristo on Sherman, and the bilingual 
church here.  Together, as individuals, we all are a part of the universal church, 
but we are working and operating as three different groups of people.

3. The assembly for worship: this is when those Christians of the same location 
and time will assemble together for worship (I Cor 14:19)

How do I become a member of the universal church?
The Bible provides lots of information of how to become a member of Jesus’ church.

Acts 2:36-39,41:
1. Believe (that Jesus is the Christ and confess)
2. Repent (and become a disciple of Christ)
3. Get baptized (for forgiveness of sins)



3,000 were added.  To what?  To Jesus’ church.  Acts 2:47 says that more were being 
added.   Acts 8:36-39, when the Ethiopian eunuch believed, confessed and was 
baptized, what church did he join?  Was he going to be a part of the Ethiopian church of 
Christ?  No.  It didn’t exist yet.  He was baptized into Jesus’ church, the same church 
that I’m a part of.  There would need to be more individuals in Ethiopia to join the Lord’s 
church before they could become a local church.

Two more passages that emphasize baptism as means to join Jesus’ church:
1. Gal 3:26-28: all one in Christ by baptism into Christ
2. I Cor 12:13: baptized by one Spirit into one body

You’re not being baptized into the Catholic church.  You are not baptized into an 
institution, you are baptized into Christ to become a part of a group of people.

How do I become a member of a local church?
We know how to join Jesus’ church.  What do I need to do to join a local church?

Misconceptions:
• You need to be baptized into a local church
• You need to take tests or exams
• You need to be voted in by the rest of the congregation
• You are already a “christian”, and now you are hoping that a local church will allow 

you to be a member

What does the Bible say about how to join a local church?  Nothing!  We see people 
joining Jesus’ church, and then just acting as members of whatever group of believers 
they are close to.  Consider Paul:

• Acts 9:18: He joins Jesus’ church
• Acts 9:19: He is working with the disciples in Damascus
• Acts 9:26, 30: He is part of the brethren at Jerusalem
• Acts 11:26: He is working with the church at Antioch

To be a member of a local church you need to:
1. Be a member of Jesus’ church
2. Live as a member with the local Christians around you

How do you join this local church?
So if the the Bible doesn’t say anything about how to join a local church, how do you 
join this local church?

1. You need to be a member of the Lord’s church:
1. You have repented and are a committed disciple of Christ



2. You have been baptized into the body of Christ
2. You need to act like a member of this church

So, placing membership with this church is simply communicating that you are a 
member of the Lord’s church, and you want to be an active and dependable member of 
this group of Christians.

Placing membership here means you are communicating to us that you are going to be 
a part of our family, and not the world.

Placing membership here means you are communicating that this group of christians 
will be who you are responsible to and who you are responsible for.

There are several churches in the area.  We need to fellowship with all of Jesus’ church, 
but each church needs to know who are they responsible to, and who they are 
responsible for.

What does it mean to be a member of the church?
What does it mean to be a member of the church?  Being a member of the universal 
church means you’ve been baptized and have lived a penitent life, but what does it look 
like practically to be a member of a local church?

Misconceptions:
1. The gym membership:

• You have your name on the list, and you pay the fees, but you never actually go 
to the gym or do anything to get healthy.  No matter how infrequently you go, 
you’re still a member though.  Deep down, even though you know you should 
be more active, you know you’re never really gonna get more involved.

• Some people have this perception of church membership.  They think they are 
still a member of the church, whether universal, or local.  They are not a 
member of anything.  They are an isolated individual not doing anything with 
anyone.  This person is not a member of the church.

2. The Weight Watchers membership:
• These people have a personal goal to lose weight.  They frequently attend 

group meetings to be motivated and encouraged to change, but they have no 
relationship with any of the other members beyond small talk at the meetings.  
They are not collectively reaching a goal.  They just attend meetings so they 
can achieve their own personal goal without consideration to the rest of the 
group.



• Some people have this attitude about church membership.  They have their oen 
personal goal to get to heaven, so they go to group meetings to seek motivation 
and encouragement.  They might have small talk with the people they see once 
or twice a week at the meetings, but besides that, they have no relationship 
with the group or care about achieving the goal as a group.  This is not church 
membership.  This person is not a member of this church.

What does scripture say being a member of the local church is like?
1. You are part of that group:

• Rom 12:4: We, though many members, are one body of Christ, and that means 
we are members of each other

• I Cor 12:19: One member isn’t a body.  We have to be members with other 
Christians

• I Cor 12:25: We can’t be a divided body.  We have to care for the entire body as 
we would care for our own body

• I Cor 12:26: Being one body means what happens to our members is what 
happens to us.  We share each others joy and pain

• Eph 4:25 We can’t lie to each other because that’s like lying to ourself
• I Cor 12:18: God has placed each member where He wants them and they are 

all valuable

2. You are responsible for that group:
• Rom 12:6-8: We need to use our individual gifts for the benefit of the entire 

body
• I Thess 5:11: We need to encourage our members
• I Thess 5:14: We need to admonish and correct our members
• Hebrews 10:23-25: We need to meet together to consider how to stimulate and 

encourage our members
• Hebrews 3:13: We need to encourage our members so they do not become 

hardened by sin
• Hebrews 12:15: We need to make sure that none of our members falls away 

from God

3. The group is responsible for you:
• If you are doing all the things previously mentioned for your other members, 

that means they are doing all of those things for you
• We need to make it possible for the other members to fulfill their responsibilities 

to us as well instead of being separated and isolated
• You need to allow the group to serve you
• You need to allow the group to encourage you
• You need to allow the group to correct you
• Jms 5:13-16: You need to join yourself to the group so they can share in your 

life.  You need to go to them for help.  You need to confess your sins so they 
can help you to heal



Conclusion:
This local church is trying to conform to the plans God revealed.  We are trying to be 
Jesus’ church.  Many people don’t want to be a part of the church because they don’t 
think they need the church.  They can do it alone.  It’s not about whether you think you 
need the church or not.  You need to be a member of the church because that’s what 
Jesus told you to do.

You are welcome to be a part of this body, but you need to be a member of God’s 
church.  You need to be baptized, and you need to be living a repentant life.  If you want 
to be a member here you’ll need to actually be a member here.  It’s not about your 
name being on a list.  It’s about how you are living your life.

You can communicate that you want to be a member here, but talk is cheap.  Back it up 
with actions and prove to be a member of this church, not by word, but by deed.

God’s church has no room for bystanders.  Neither does this local congregation.


