
Choosing a Church 
Introduction 
• Recent lessons:


• Roger and I have talked a lot lately about the need to be an active member of the church 
and attend services:

• It’s God’s plan for us

• It’s how we do His work

• Sunday Lord’s Supper is how we remember His death


• Today’s lesson:

• How to choose a church to be a part of


• Visitors: keep these things in mind as you visit different congregations.

• Members: 


• Consider if we are a church worth choosing.

• Keep these things in mind if you move and need to find a new congregation to be 

a part of.


The Challenge: So Many Churches! 
• There are many different churches:


• Different denominations

• Different teachings

• Different goals


• Our response:

1. Option anxiety: it’s just too much, how can I know what to even do?  Meh, who cares.

2. Your church your way: (like shopping for a car) might as well shop around until I find the 

church that best suits ME and MY preferences.


• Hopefully this lesson can better equip us to know what to look for when seeking to be a part 
of a congregation.


What Is the Church? 
• To properly choose a church, we first need to properly understand what a church even is.


• Assembly

• The word “church” in Greek = “ekklésia” and it means “assembly”.


• Three assemblies:

1. Universal church


• Mat 15:16: I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and 
the gates of Hades will not overpower it.


• Jesus built His ONE church = all the saints / christians for all time.

• When you get baptized, you are joined into this assembly.
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2. Local congregation

• I Cor 1:2: To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and ours.


• Christians in the church of God of a particular time and place would assemble and 
work together as a local congregation.


3. Assembly

• I Cor 14:26: What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 

has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for 
edification.


• The members of the local congregation would assemble together for worship and 
teaching so as to equip all the members to do the work of the Lord.


• Summary: We need to be baptized so we can be a part of Jesus’ church, then join ourselves 
to a local congregation to work together with them, and assemble with them on the Lord’s 
day, and other times they congregate together.


• Based on what do we make this decision though?


The Most Important Criteria: The Truth 
• We need to seek a congregation that is: 

1. Teaching the truth

2. Practicing the truth


• The ONE church of Jesus: 
• Jesus built one church, one body, one assembly.


• Eph 4:4-6: There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through 
all and in all.


• Because there is one church based on one truth, we should all be teaching and practicing 
that one single truth.

• I Cor 1:10: Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 

agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same 
mind and in the same judgment.


• All the divisions in churches and differences in teaching are NOT okay

• I Cor 1:12-13: Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of 

Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified 
for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?


• Not all churches are part of Jesus’ one church

• Many churches claim to belong to Jesus and that they do things in Jesus’ name, but 

that claim alone doesn’t make it so.

• (To be Jesus’ church, we have to do things HIS way.)

• Example:


• I Cor 11:20-21: Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper, for 
in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk.


• They were gathering to partake of the Lord’s Supper, but it wasn’t really HIS 
supper at all.
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• Why not?  They didn’t do it His way.

• It’s supposed to be about remembering His death.

• Instead, they were using it as an opportunity for social jockeying and getting 

drunk.

• Another example: who’s party is a one year old’s party?  Little Billy’s one year old 

party?  No, little Billy’s parents party.


Example of Muslims:

• They are assembling to theoretically worship the same God, the God of the OT.

• But, do we consider their assembly to be the assembly of God?

• No!  Because they deny the truth of the Christ, so their assembly isn’t God’s true 

assembly.


• What makes a church Jesus’ church?  If they teach and practice the truth.

• Jesus is the ONE way and truth: Jn 14:6: Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

• The true church of Jesus upholds and follows this truth: I Tim 3:14: I write so that you 

will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.


This means we need to choose the right church.

• This means we can’t just pick any church.  Our choice matters.

• We can’t pick the church that’s right for us.

• We need to pick the church that is right!


God expects us to be able to choose based on truth

• A love and desire for truth is what should attract us.

• Example of John the Baptist:


• Mat 3:1-6: Now in those days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is the one referred to by Isaiah 
the prophet when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘make ready the way of 
the Lord, make His paths straight!’” Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a 
leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem was 
going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; and they were being 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.


• Conversation:

• “Hey, I found a great prophet!”   —   Is he teaching in the temple?

• “No … he’s in the desert” —   Oh … what’s he like?

• “He likes to eat bugs!”   —  Umm … I see … well, what does he look like?

• “He likes to wear camel skins”  —  Who is this lunatic!?


• There was nothing about John that would appeal to people’s natural preferences, but he 
was successful in attracting people.


• Why?  He was teaching the truth!  And those who wanted the truth were willing to go and 
hear it regardless of the location or appearance of the teacher.


• We need to do the same!


• A church that teaches the truth 
• We need to choose because it teaches NT truth!

• We can NOT pick a church because we prefer it’s teaching.


• Example of King Henry VIII

• Was a part of the Catholic church.
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• He wanted to get a divorce, but the Catholic Church wouldn’t let him (I agree with 
them on this account).


• So he started the church of England.

• Guess what they taught.  You can divorce lol.


• Another example:

• You might prefer that a particular church tells you that you don’t have to repent, 

but that’s not what Jesus’ church would say, and following that church’s different 
doctrine isn’t going to help you any.


If teaching the truth is priority, then…

• Edification will be the goal 


• I Cor 14:26: What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification.


• Edification > entertainment

• Understanding > sensation


• A church that practices the truth 
• It’s easy for us to come up with a list of teachings that churches ought to adhere to, and 

use that as a checklist; however, a church shouldn’t just teach the truth, but actually 
practice it. 


• `A church needs to make it it’s goal to fulfill all of what Jesus commands.

• Example:


• I’ve heard of a church that would teach what I consider to be the true gospel, but 
they got to a point where they had a good number of people that all got along, so 
they collectively decided to stop evangelizing so as not to bring in future 
challenges.  


• This is NOT practicing the truth.

• Example truths: * MEMBERS: this is when we self evaluate *


• Loving Jesus above all:

• Rev 2:2-4: I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot 

tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are 
not, and you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My 
name’s sake, and have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have left your 
first love.


• Not tolerating sin:

• Rev 2:19-20: I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, 

and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. But I have this against you, that you 
tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My 
bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.


• Being zealous:

• Rev 3:15-16: I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were 

cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
My mouth.


• Loving one another:

• Rom 12:10-13: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one 

another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of 
the saints, practicing hospitality.


The GOAL needs to be practicing truth


�4



• Does this mean we should only be a part of a church if it’s doing all these things exactly 
right?  Are YOU doing all these things exactly right?


• The GOAL of the church needs to be to practice the truth. 

• The church will have insufficiencies.  Are they working to grow?

• The church will have sinful members.  Are those individuals being challenged and 

helped so that they will grow?


Things That Don’t Matter 
• The music is good 

• If by music you mean the congregational singing is heartfelt, then yes that does matter! 
(Col 3:16: Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.)


• But usually we mean the people performing are talented.

• No where do we see in the NT specially chosen people performing.

• No where do we see emphasis placed on the aesthetic nature of the music.


• The building is beautiful 
• The church is not the building.  It’s the people.

• Jesus makes it clear that He is not impressed by physical aesthetics of worship places 

(Mat 24:1-2: Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to 
point out the temple buildings to Him. And He said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Truly 
I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down.”)


• Some times churches are the beautiful, and the members live in shacks.  Boo!

• The beauty of the church should be in the character of the members (Tit 2:10: showing all 

good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.)


Other Things 
• You don’t pick your family 

• Your family are those who do the will of God (Lk 8:21: But He answered and said to them, 
“My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”)


• If there are multiple groups in one area that are teaching practicing the truth, then maybe 
you can make some choices based on preference.


• But really you need to find your spiritual family, and that’s it.  You’re stuck with them, like 
it or not.


• You don’t choose or reject a church based on their earthly identity:

• No one my age.

• Not my ethnicity (white churches, black churches, what???)

• Looking for my wife, she ain’t here.

• EX:  Only child to parent: Mother and Father, I just can’t get around not having any 

peer group in this family unit, so I’m deciding to place membership in a family that has 
siblings.


• Gal 3:28: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.


• If they are in Christ, they’re your family.  Now go be a part of it.


• It’s about what you give, not just what you get 
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• Much like marriages, we look for churches based on what they give us.  And just like in 
marriage, that fails.


• Heb 10:24-25: and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and 
all the more as you see the day drawing near.


• You seek how you can contribute to this family.

• See how much you will get from doing that.

• See how close you will grow to people with whom you seemingly have so little in 

common.


Conclusion 
• Be a part of the Lord’s church
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