
Jesus’ Teaching On Marriage & Divorce

Introduction
• Marriage is something that God created.
• Almost everyone gets married.
• It’s foolish that many get married without understanding what God teaches about marriage.
• Today, millions are ending their marriages in divorce.
• Again, many do so without a proper understanding of what God says about divorce.
• Many others might be aware of Gods’ teaching about marriage and divorce, but don’t want to 

submit to it because it would require them to make major sacrifices.  Therefore, they try to find 
loopholes in the Bible to allow them to unlawfully divorce or remain in unlawful marriages.

• It is of utmost importance that we understand clearly what our Lord teaches about marriage 
and divorce.

• We are going to look at the words of Jesus.  This is HIS teaching; not mine.

Matthew 5:31-32
• It was said, “whoever sends away, give a certificate of divorce”

• The Law states that if you divorce your wife, give her a certificate proving the divorce. 
• Deut 24:1-4: “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 

favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate 
of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house, and she leaves his house 
and goes and becomes another man’s wife, and if the latter husband turns against her and 
writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if 
the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife, then her former husband who sent her 
away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an 
abomination before the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the Lord your God 
gives you as an inheritance.

• Why?
• He has found “indecency” / “uncleanness”

• Ervah: literal: nakedness; figurative: shameful, disgrace
• Connected to sexual immorality

• Gen 9:23: But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it upon both their shoulders 
and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were 
turned away, so that they did not see their father’s nakedness.

• Lev 18:6-19:None of you shall approach any blood relative of his to uncover 
nakedness).

• The reason for divorce in Deut 24 is because he has found her to be immoral.
• He gives her a certificate to prove the divorce.

• If she then joins herself to another man, she is defiled, because it is immoral for her 
to be with another man.

• The original husband is now no longer able to be with her.
• Some things to consider:

1. The reason for divorce is immorality.
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2. The certificate of divorce establishes the permanence of the divorce which will 
protect women from being flippantly divorced by their husbands.

3. The emphasis of this law is on the guilt of the one being divorced.

• Jesus’ teaching:
• He who divorces his wife makes her commit adultery

• Go through slide and explain.
1. John and Alice are married.
2. John divorces Alice because she nags too much.
3. Alice is lonely and wants to be with someone else.  She meets Sam, and they get 

married.
4. She is guilty of adultery, and the man who marries her, Sam, is guilty of adultery as 

well.
5. However, John is held responsible for Alice’s adultery.

• If you divorce your wife for whatever reason, you are responsible for her committing 
adultery.  Why?

• You committed to marriage, promising to be with her for life.  Now that she is 
married to you, she doesn’t have the authority to marry anyone else until death.  

• Your divorce tempts her to enter into an unlawful marriage.  If you divorce her, you 
are responsible for the sins she commits because you failed to keep your promise.

• Except for the reason of unchastity
• Go through slide and explain.

1. John and Alice are married.
2. John divorces Alice because she committed adultery.
3. After being divorced, Alice remarries and is guilty of adultery again.
4. John is not responsible for the adultery of her second marriage.

• Jesus teaches that the person divorcing is responsible for the sins of the person being 
divorced, UNLESS if the person divorces for the reason of sexual immorality.

• If you divorce because your spouse was immoral, you will not be responsible for their 
subsequent immorality.

• This is because they broke the covenant by their immorality, rather than you breaking 
the covenant by an unauthorized divorce.

• Some things to consider:
1. The law in Deut 24 was being perceived as permission for men to divorce their wives 

for any reason.  
2. That law emphasized the guilt of the person being divorced, whereas Jesus’ teaching 

in Mat 5 focuses on the guilt of the person divorcing. 
3. This teaching is about telling us that we can’t divorce.  It’s not about telling us that we 

can.  Jesus is helping us see that divorce is NOT an option.  There is one exception, 
therefore Jesus includes it, but this teaching is telling us not to divorce.

4. The Law and Jesus’ teaching are not contradictory.

• What we have learned:
• Someone who divorces their spouse is sinning, and is guilty of the sins of their divorced 

spouse.
• The only lawful reason for divorce is immorality.
• Someone who is divorced is committing adultery when they remarry.  
• Someone who marries a divorcee is committing adultery.
• The divorcee’s second marriage is adultery whether they were divorced lawfully (for 

immorality) or unlawfully (for any other reason).
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Matthew 19:3-9
• Is it lawful to divorce for any reason?

• Are there limitations for divorce?
• Is it acceptable to divorce for any reason at all?

• Original teaching about marriage.
• From the beginning (creation)

• Marriage is not a human social construct, but a divine creation.
• If we go to the teaching about marriage from the very beginning we will see…

• Marriage unchanged (free from men’s perversion)
• The original intention of marriage (free from sin’s complications)

• Leave mother and father
• You leave one family unit to become independent.
• This makes you available to be joined to a new family unit.

• Joined to his wife, two shall become one flesh
• Marriage is a joining/ two independent bodies being forged into a new single entity.
• It is a severe and absolute union that has no provisions for future separation.

• EX: Velcro comes together designed to be taken apart with no harm done.  
Marriage is more like super glue.  It is joined together in without provisions and 
plans for future separation.  

• What God has joined, let no man separate
• If man was the one who had the power to unite two people in marriage, then man 

would have the power to separate that union.
• However, God is the one who does the joining, so only He has the power to separate.
• Our attempts to do so are both incorrect and ineffective.

• EX: Match made in heaven?  Every marriage is made in heaven, therefore, only 
heaven can dissolve a marriage.

• EX: You legally marry, then decide you want to divorce.  You might say you are 
divorced, but until you do the paper work, you are still legally married.  Your word 
alone doesn’t have the power to dissolve the marriage.

• You made a promise commitment to be married for life.  Saying, “I changed my mind”, 
doesn’t free you from your commitment.

Remember how the divorced person commits adultery when they remarry?  And that the 
person who marries the divorcee is also committing adultery?  This is because an unlawful 
divorce doesn’t effectively dissolve a marriage.  You might say you are divorced, but God 
doesn’t recognize the divorce.  Therefore, when a divorcee remarries, it is actually adultery 
because that person is still married to their first spouse. 

• Why did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?
• God making a law about a divorce certificate makes people assume that divorce is an 

acceptable thing to do.
• Two things to consider:

1. They weren’t allowed to divorce for any reason; just “indecency”.
2. A law about divorce doesn’t necessarily mean divorce is acceptable.
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• EX: I Jn 2:1-2: little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And 
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He 
Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole 
world.

• God has told us what to do about sin, but that doesn’t make sin an acceptable 
thing to do.

• Because the hardness of your hearts, but from the beginning it has not been this way
• The Jews were putting away their spouses, so God adds a law about divorce to address 

that.  The intention was to limit the reason for divorce, and limit the amount of divorce by 
establishing it’s permanency.

• But divorce was never part of God’s intended plan in His creation of marriage.  
• Divorce is never a good thing.  It is either unlawful or the result of adultery.  For that 

reason God says, “I hate divorce” (Mal 2:16).

• Jesus’ teaching
• Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery

• Go through slide and explain.
1. John and Alice are married.
2. John doesn’t like Alice’s cooking so he divorces her.
3. Then John gets lonely, and meets Sasha.
4. John and Sasha get married.  
5. This marriage is considered adultery in God’s eyes.

• If you divorce your wife for whatever reason, and remarry, it is considered adultery.  Why?
• Though you say you are divorced, in God’s eyes you are still married.
• If you are still married, you don’t have the authority to be with anybody else.
• Thus, a second marriage after unlawful divorce is adultery.

• Except for immorality
1. John and Alice are married.
2. John divorces Alice because she committed adultery.
3. The lawful divorce absolves the marriage, and now John has the authority to marry 

again.
4. John meets Sasha, and they get married.  
5. This marriage is considered lawful in God’s eyes.
6. But whoever marries the divorced person, Alice, commits adultery.

• If you divorce for any reason, that divorce is unlawful, therefore you are still married 
and lacking authority to marry anyone else.

• However, if your spouse breaches the contract with immorality, that is grounds for 
lawful divorce.  If you choose to divorce for immorality, you are no longer married, and 
you now have the authority to marry again.

• Sexual immorality is so powerful that it’s the only thing God will recognize as being 
able to dissolve a marriage covenant.

• You don’t have to divorce the person who was unfaithful.  You can choose to forgive 
and remain with them.

• Your divorce has to be for the reason of immorality.  You can’t forgive someone for 
immorality, choose to stay with them, and then keep their previous infidelity as a “get-
out-of-marriage-free card” for when you grow tired of the marriage later on.

�4



Applications
• Seriousness of marriage

• Mat 19:10: “The disciples *said to Him, “If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is 
better not to marry”

• Divorce is never good.  Divorce is not an option. 
• Choose your spouse wisely.  
• Love your spouse forever no matter what.  It’s the only option.

• We cannot enter into unlawful adulterous relationships
• If you have or have been unlawfully divorced, you have two options:
• I Cor 7:11: [we] must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband
• You can not get remarried.

• We need to repent of unlawful adulterous relationships
• If you have or have been unlawfully divorced and are in a second marriage or sexual 

relationship, that relationship is adultery.  
• You need to repent of that adultery by ending that relationship.

• We can not overcomplicate doctrinal issues just to fit our desires
• Teaching about divorce and remarriage is not very complicated.  
• However, we don’t want to follow this teaching, so we complicate the teaching to find ways 

to keep it from applying to us.
• We might be able to deceive ourselves, we might be able to deceive others around us, but 

we won’t be able to deceive God.  If we enter into unlawful adulterous marriages, we will 
be judged (Heb 13:4: Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be 
undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge).
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