
Our Suffering God 

Introduction to 2019 Living Goal: Patience in Suffering 
• This year’s Living Goal is Patience in Suffering.


• This corresponds to our Learning Goal, studying the prophets Wednesday nights, 
because these books speak a lot about suffering.


• And one Sunday a month we will be speaking about how to grow in patience while 
suffering.


• Patience in suffering is not about just surviving through suffering, but rather thriving!


• Indeed life is full of suffering, everyone suffers.

• Not everyone suffers the same, but we all suffer.

• Some to the point of suicide.

• Others just wish they never existed at all (Jer 20:18: Why did I ever come forth from the 

womb to look on trouble and sorrow, so that my days have been spent in shame?)


If we can’t learn to thrive and grow in the midst of suffering, then we won’t be able to 
survive at all. 

Introduction to the Sermon 
• What about God? How can God allow suffering?


• We can’t think about suffering without considering God and His role in our suffering.

• If there is an all powerful God who loves us, then why do we suffer?  

• Here are two possible conclusions:


1. There is no God

• There is no loving God who cares for us.

• So there is no one to protect us from suffering.

• We are at the mercy of the mindless and inexplicable laws of the merciless natural 

world.


• Or worse…


2. God just doesn’t care

• God Himself isn’t subjected to suffering, so it’s not His problem.

• He has the power to stop our suffering, but He just doesn’t bother to.


• Are either of these two options true? 

• If God doesn’t exist, is He really indifferent and unaffected by our suffering?


• I don’t believe so…

• We are going to learn that the way God answers the problem of our suffering…

• Is being willing to suffer Himself.


• We serve a suffering God! 
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Why Does Suffering Exist? 
• Sources of suffering


• The natural world

• Examples:


• Natural catastrophes

• Illnesses

• Accidents and injuries

• Death


• Bible believers can attribute these types of suffering as God subjecting the world to 
futility as a curse for sin. 


• This suffering doesn’t compare however to …


• Sin

• Man’s selfish and harmful decisions cause more suffering in this world than anything 

else.

• Examples:


• Wars

• Murders

• Social injustices

• Extortions

• Rape and sexual abuse

• Broken relationships

• Etc…


• Man and his sin is the greatest source of suffering in the world. 

But God made man!  Why does He give man freedom to do so much evil?  And thus 
subject His people to suffering?


• Why did God make man with capacity for evil?

• Man is made in God’s image


• Verses:

• Gen 1:26: Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness

• Gen 1:27-28: God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them. God blessed them; and God said to them

• What does it mean to be created “in God’s image”?


• To be like Him

• To know good and evil like Him


• Gen 3:5: For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”


• Gen 3:22: Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil


• Result:

• We can choose good - what’s best for others / what pleases God (valuable 

because it’s our free choice).

• We are free to do evil - what we want regardless of how it affects others or God.


With this free will to do good or evil, man now has the capacity cause human suffering by 
his own selfish decisions.
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• Why did God make us in His image? (paraphrase - to have relationship with us!)

• Man was alone


• Adam needed an equal counterpart to have a relationship with - Gen 2:18: Then 
the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable 
for him.”


• Since no other creation was made in God’s image, he had no equal counterpart - 
Gen 2:20: The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every 
beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.


• So God makes woman also in God’s image - Gen 2:22: The Lord God fashioned into 
a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.


• Only beings made in God’s image can have a full meaningful relationship (because 
they can freely choose to love).


• God made us with this choice, so we have the capacity to love Him, and have a 
relationship with Him.


• How much of the Bible is about God wanting to have a relationship with us (He’s our 
Father)?


Evil exists because God gives us the capacity to freely choose to have a relationship with 
Him or not

• If God never wanted to have a relationship with us, he could have made us submissive 

like the animals.

• If God did not give us free will, then there would be virtually no human suffering.

• But do we really want to lose our freedom and capacity to choose?  The capacity to freely 

love?  Him?  Love others?

• This is what it means to be human.


• What does God do about suffering?

• God needs to take responsibility for the suffering of His people


• If God’s creation does terrible things, to be fair, He needs to be just and take 
responsibility.


• This is not a new dilemma.

• God has been dealing with this dilemma since before we were born!


• The case of Cain & Abel

• The suffering: Cain kills Abel.

• God is responsible to bring justice:


• Gen 4:10: He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to 
Me from the ground.


• What is the blood saying?  Demanding justice for the suffering caused by Cain.

• Who hears the blood crying for justice?  God.


• So why doesn’t god bring justice and end the suffering?

• God’s punishment against Cain


• Fair punishment is death.

• Instead God curses Cain to be a wanderer.

• Cain says the punishment is too much and that he’ll be killed.

• So God protects him.
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• God punishes Cain, but instead of bringing upon Him the full justice He deserves, 
He offers Him mercy.


• God doesn’t punish all the sinners because He is merciful

• If we were in Cain’s position, we would want mercy.

• We are in Cain’s position and we do want mercy.

• God wants to be merciful too - II Peter 2:9: The Lord is not slow about His promise, as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance.


Summary

• Suffering exists because God is merciful and doesn’t instantly kill sinners who cause 

others to suffer.

• Thus, suffering will be in the world until the final judgment.


Is this enough?  Is it enough for God to subject us to the suffering we cause each other 
while waiting for His justice?


God Also Suffers For Sin 
1. God suffers for the injustices His people commit against each other


• God grieves for sin

• Gen 6:5-6: Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that 

every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The Lord was sorry that He 
had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.


• “Grieve”

• The Hebrew word “awtsad” - to pain, hurt, grieve

• The two other times it’s used in Genesis is for people grieving over the 

consequences of sin

• Jacobs sons grieving about their sister being raped - Gen 34:7: Now the sons of 

Jacob came in from the field when they heard it; and the men were grieved, and they 
were very angry because he had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s 
daughter, for such a thing ought not to be done.


• Jospeh telling His brothers not to grieve over selling him into slavery - Gen 
45:5: Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for 
God sent me before you to preserve life.


• Jesus grieves for sin

• Mark 3:4-5: And He *said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to 

save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. After looking around at them with anger, grieved at 
their hardness of heart


• These Pharisees were so jealous of Jesus that they wanted to kill Him, and keep Him 
from helping all those in need.


• This kind of injustice grieved Jesus.


As God delays His wrath and justice against evil, He also suffers on account of what He 
sees. 

• He suffers knowing His people suffer.

• He suffers knowing that the result of His creation is injustice.

• He suffers as He “allows” these things to happen as He mercifully waits to judge.
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2. God suffers from the unfaithfulness of His people against Him

• Does God really suffer when we sin?


• Knowing God is all powerful, it’s hard for us to imagine Him being affected by our sins

• However, God reveals that He is hurt by our unfaithfulness against Him.


• The case of Hosea

• Israel’s sins are compared to the unfaithfulness of a wife


• Hos 1:2: When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to 
yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant 
harlotry, forsaking the Lord.”


• Hos 2:2: Contend with your mother, contend, For she is not my wife, and I am not her 
husband; And let her put away her harlotry from her face And her adultery from between 
her breasts


• Hos 2:5: “For their mother has played the harlot; She who conceived them has acted 
shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, Who give me my bread and my water, 
My wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.’


• Hos 2:8: “For she does not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the new wine and 
the oil, And lavished on her silver and gold, Which they used for Baal.


• This hurts because in spite of our sin, God keeps wanting them back.

• Hos 2:6-7: “Therefore, behold, I will hedge up her way with thorns, And I will build a wall 

against her so that she cannot find her paths. “She will pursue her lovers, but she will not 
overtake them; And she will seek them, but will not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go 
back to my first husband, For it was better for me then than now!’


• Hos 2:14-15: “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Bring her into the wilderness And speak 
kindly to her. “Then I will give her her vineyards from there, And the valley of Achor as a 
door of hope. And she will sing there as in the days of her youth, As in the day when she 
came up from the land of Egypt.


• God suffers because He loves us

• If God didn’t love us, He wouldn’t be hurt by our sins, but God does love us, so all our 

sins against each other are also personal attacks against Him.

• God is jealous for us - James 4:5: Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: 

“He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”?

• It’s hard to love a people who are so unloving


• Hos 6:4: What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? For 
your loyalty is like a morning cloud And like the dew which goes away early.


• Hos 11:1-3: When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son. The 
more they called them, The more they went from them; They kept sacrificing to the Baals 
And burning incense to idols. Yet it is I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them in My 
arms; But they did not know that I healed them.


• Hos 13:5-6: I cared for you in the wilderness, In the land of drought. As they had their 
pasture, they became satisfied, And being satisfied, their heart became proud; Therefore 
they forgot Me.


• This is what God deals with every day from His creation

• There are the lost who never cared about Him in the first place.

• Then there are His saints, whom He’s saved, and they still carelessly rebel against 

Him.


3. God suffers for executing justice for our sins

• We discussed God’s obligation as a just God to execute justice for the sins of the people.


• To vindicate those who suffer

• To avenge His own holy name.


�5



• But we also said that God wants to be merciful.


• So God suffers as He is forced to punish us

• Verses:


• God wrestling with His need to bring justice against the unfaithful Israelites - Hos 
11:8-9: How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I surrender you, O Israel? How can I 
make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart is turned over within 
Me, All My compassions are kindled. I will not execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy 
Ephraim again. For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, And I will not come 
in wrath.


• God weeping because He will destroy Moab - Jer 48:35-36: I will make an end of 
Moab,” declares the Lord, “the one who offers sacrifice on the high place and the one who 
burns incense to his gods. “Therefore My heart wails for Moab like flutes; My heart also 
wails like flutes for the men of Kir-heres. Therefore they have lost the abundance it 
produced.


• Why is it hard for Him?

• He is like a Father who loves us - Jer 31:20: “Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he a 

delightful child? Indeed, as often as I have spoken against him, I certainly still 
remember him; Therefore My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on 
him,” declares the Lord.


• He is like a mother who loves us:

• Mat 23:37-38: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who 

are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is 
being left to you desolate! 

• Isa 49:15: “Can a woman forget her nursing child And have no compassion on the son 
of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.


God’s dilemma

• God suffers because sin, injustice, and suffering fill the world.

• He suffers allowing this suffering to continue while He remains merciful and doesn’t 

judge.

• He suffers as His creation is ever unfaithful to Him.

• He suffers when He does bring justice against sinners.

• So what in the world is God going to do?!

• He suffers when He doesn’t bring justice, He suffers when we face justice.


4. God suffers the consequence of sin in our place

• Beyond subjecting Himself to the suffering we cause Him because of our sin…

• He subjects Himself to suffering the consequences of our sins Himself.


• Jesus suffered

1. Jesus suffered temptation just like us - Heb 4:15: For we do not have a high priest who 

cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin.


2. Jesus suffered rejection from His people - Lk 17:25: But first He must suffer many 
things and be rejected by this generation.


3. Jesus suffered stress and anxiety - Jn 12:27: “Now My soul has become troubled; and 
what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.
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4. Jesus suffered torture and death - Mat 20:18-19: “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they 
will condemn Him to death, and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and 
crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.”


• Why did He choose to suffer the consequences of our sin?

• So that we don’t have to


• Taste death for everyone - Heb 2:9: But we do see Him who was made for a little while 
lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory 
and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.


• He suffered the consequences of sin to make us righteous - II Cor 5:21: He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.


• To be a more perfect Savior

• Heb 2:10: For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through 
sufferings.


• Heb 2:14-15: Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 
also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and might free those who through fear of death were 
subject to slavery all their lives.


Conclusion 
There is an immense amount of suffering in this world.


You know who understands that best?  God!


It’s hard for us to endure suffering in this world.


But how amazing it is that God, not only understands our suffering, but He suffers with us.


And He suffered for us!


It’s not about whether or not God cares about your suffering.


It’s about HE SUFFERED FOR US!  So WE need to be willing to suffer with Him.


Mat 16:24: Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me.


I Pet 2:21: For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example for you to follow in His steps
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