
Blessings of Baptism 
Lessons Learned From Jesus’ Baptism


Introduction 
• Confusion regarding baptism


• Baptism is very present in NT teaching.

• Baptism is very absent in the teaching of the modern Christian world.

• For that reason there is much …


• Disagreement

• Confusion

• And more today than ever … ambiguity


• … concerning baptism.


• This lesson

• This lesson won’t fully explain baptism …

• But it will present Three Main Blessings of baptism that are foreshadowed by the baptism 

of Jesus.


Jesus’ Baptism 
• John the Baptist preaching repentance


• Mat 3:1-2: Now in those days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”


• John, the prophet who preceded Jesus, was preaching for people to prepare themselves 
for the coming kingdom by repenting.


• Baptism

• We see that people who received John’s preaching were confessing sins and getting 

baptized.

• Mat 3:6: and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.

• This is because he was preaching for people to do that.

• Mk 1:4: John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.

• Baptism: this is the new practice, a full immersion in water.

• Repentance: this is the reason, baptism accompanies a commitment to repent.

• Forgiveness of sins: this is the result, previous sins are washed away.


• Why was Jesus baptized?

• Jesus had no sin


• II Cor 5:21: He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him.


• I Pet 2:22: who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth

• I Jn 3:5: You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.

• This begs the question, “If Jesus was perfect, then why was He baptized?”


• John had a similar reaction: 
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• Mat 3:14: But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do 
You come to me?”


• This lesson isn’t really about this particular question, so I’ll just let Jesus answer for 
Himself.


• Jesus’ answer

• Mat 3:15: But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for 

us to fulfill all righteousness.”

• This is Jesus’ way of saying, “Do it because it’s the right thing to do.”


• As a human, Jesus needs to follow God’s teaching; that includes the teaching of 
John the prophet.


• Also, how could Jesus endorse John as a true prophet if He didn’t do what he 
said?


• Jesus is baptized: this is when three interesting things happen.

• Mat 3: 16-17: After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the 

heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 
and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”


1. The heaven’s are opened.

2. The Spirit of God descends upon Him as a dove.

3. A voice from heaven says, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”


• In this lesson, we will see that these three things that happened to Jesus when He was 
baptized foreshadow three great blessings that we receive when we are baptized.


The Blessings of Baptism 

1. Access to God 
• The heavens were opened


• Mk 1:10: He saw the heavens opening (“being parted”).

• The word “opened” here is the Greek word “schizó”.

• It means more than to merely open something as if it were a door.

• It means to “rend” or “tear”.

• This word is only used one other time in Mark, when the veil in the temple was torn after 

Jesus’ death.

• Mk 15:38: And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.


• Purpose of the temple / tabernacle

• God’s house on the earth, to show that He was closer to His people.

• However, it was still very distant.


• Of all the world, only one nation had the temple.

• Of all that nation, only one tribe could be a part of it.

• Of all that tribe, only one family lineage could be priests to serve in it.

• In the temple was the Holy Place and the Holy Holy Place (where God was said to 

dwell).

• Of all that lineage, only one man once a year could enter into the Holy Holy Place.


• The temple ultimately existed to demonstrate that we are distant from God.

• Heb 9:8: The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been 

disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing.
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• In spite of God having His home on the earth, we could never enter in it; access to 
God is limited.


• Why are we distant from God?

• In the very beginning we weren’t distant from God (Gen 3:8: hey heard the sound of the Lord 

God walking in the garden in the cool of the day).

• But then they were removed from the garden and a bouncer was stationed to prevent 

reentrance (Gen 3:24: So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He 
stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the 
tree of life.)


• What changed everything?  They sinned!

• Sin is what has separated us from God since the very beginning.


• What was accomplished when Jesus died.

• When Jesus died, the veil, the representation of our separation from God, was torn in 

half, signifying that we now have access back to God.

• Jesus’ death provides access back to God because Jesus death provides forgiveness 

from sin.

• If sin is what separates us from God, we can have access back to God when our sins are 

forgiven.

• Jesus’ death provides forgiveness from sin, and thus access back to God.


• What happens when we are baptized

• Jesus’ death provides forgiveness from sin, baptism is how we receive that forgiveness.


• Acts 2:38: Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”


• Acts 22:16: Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on His name.


• When we are baptized, our sins are washed away, and there is nothing that comes 
between us and God any longer.  We have full access to Him.


This is a key element of baptism

• Baptism is the occasion in which we receive forgiveness from sin.

• Do we see it that way?


• If you haven’t by faith been baptized with a commitment to repent, do you see 
yourself as being lost and separated from God?  Do you see yourself as guilty of all 
your sin?


• If the Bible teaches that we are forgiven when we’re baptized, that means that you’re 
still in sin!


• If you’ve been baptized,

• Do you understand that you were forgiven from sin when you were baptized?  

• Do you understand that you were saved when you got baptized?

• Or perhaps were you baptized for different reasons (to join a congregation, as a public 

confession that you had previously been saved, to please someone else happy).


2. The Gift of the Holy Spirit 
• Jesus was anointed by / received the Holy Spirit


• When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit come upon Him as a dove.

• This could be seen as Him being anointed by the Spirit.

• Lk 4:18: The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the 

poor.
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• Acts 10:38: You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with 
power.


• We are also have an anointing which is connected to the Holy Spirit

• I Jn 2:20: But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.

• II Cor 1:21-22: Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also 

sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.


• When are we anointed?  When do we receive the Holy Spirit? 

• Jesus like Jesus baptism foreshadows, we too receive the Holy Spirit when we are 

baptized.

• Acts 2:38: Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

• Jn 3:5: Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God.


• What does this mean?  What does it mean to receive the Holy Spirit?

• Hard question to answer, and it can mean several different things, but let’s look at what II 

Cor 1:21-22 focuses on.

• We are “sealed”


• A seal is two things

• Seals something shut.

• Identifying mark

• This is because wax seals were designed to both keep scrolls and documents 

shut as well as also bear an insignia of the sender.

• When we receive the Holy Spirit, He brands and identifies us as belonging to God.


• Rom 8:9: However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.


• Rev 14:1: Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with 
Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father 
written on their foreheads.


• When God looks at the world, He sees those who have His Spirit, and He knows 
they are His.


• The Spirit keeps us with God

• The Spirit works to continue to sanctify us

• II Thes 2:13: But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the 

Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and faith in the truth.


• The Bible makes it clear that the Spirit doesn’t take away our free will, and we still 
have the opportunity to turn away from our faith should we decide to…


• But the Spirit helps with our continual sanctification process and keeps us close 
to God.


• We receive the Spirit in our hearts

• Receiving the Spirit is also a symbol of how much God loves us, and how close He is 

too us.

• Rom 5:5: the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

was given to us.

• Since baptism removes sin, God can be near to us and fill our hearts with His love.

• I Jn 3:24: The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by 

this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

• Home is where the heart is.  God’s heart is in us, so He makes His home in us too.


• The Spirit is our pledge
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• Eph 1:13-14: having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own 
possession, to the praise of His glory.


• The Spirit is also a kind of down payment proving that God is going to soon give us 
the rest of the inheritance.


We receive the blessings of the Spirit when we are baptized.

• What a blessing it is to be marked as God’s possession, and to be God’s home, and have 

the promise of the coming inheritance.

• We receive all these blessings when we become baptized.  

• That is when it all begins.


3. We Become Sons of God 
• Jesus declared to be God’s Son


• God declared to everyone that He was God’s Son.

• He was always His Son, but it’s declared at His baptism.


• We become God’s sons when we are baptized.

• Eph 1:5: He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself

• God’s plan was always to save us from Satan’s domain and make us His adopted 

children.

• The privilege of being a son


• Reward

• Gal 4:7: Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through 

God.

• Slaves work for their master with no reward.

• Sons receive the inheritance.

• God makes us sons so we can share in the good things to come.


• Love

• I Jn 3:1: See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called 

children of God.

• He loves us like a Father!

• Ex: Is God going to kick us out of His family when we fail Him?  No!  It’s a long 

devoted love.  We can leave Him if we desire, but He will work with us as long as 
we want to.


• We make Him proud

• Luke’s account is addressed to Jesus (Lk 4:22: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-

pleased.”).

• And He tells Jesus He is pleased with Him, i.e. proud of Him.


• We are able to make God proud after our baptism

• When we receive Jesus’ blood and are forgiven and made God’s children, now we can 

make Him proud.

• Before, we were condemned sinners, and all God sees is the need for us to be judged.

• However, having been forgiven from sin, God now forgets our sins.

• Now God can value and appreciate the good that we do, so that gives us good reason to 

do it!

• Col 1:10: walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 

good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.
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Conclusion 
What great blessings these are


We don’t receive them until we’re baptized …


But we only have to be baptized by faith with a commitment to receive them.


What a gift!!!


What else in this world is so good?  What are we wasting our time on?
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