
The Collection

Introduction:
Today we’re going to consider the church’s collection of money.  Today we will look 
through scripture and focus on:

1. Why the church collects money
2. How the church collects money

Money is very challenging and complicated.  The Bible says that, “the love of money is 
the root of all sorts of evil”.  It does not surprise us then, to find many churches and 
denominations in the “Christian” world to be corrupt in their collection and use of money.  
If we want to be a truly scriptural church, the collection of money and its use will really 
be a test of our faith and obedience.  Adhering to the Bible in the matter of he collection 
will be a true opportunity to distinguish ourselves as a true church that follows the 
teaching of the Bible and that follows Christ.

Important Examples of the Church Collecting Money:
First lets read some of the major scriptures of examples and commands regarding the 
church collecting money.  Then we can make some conclusions.

• Acts 2:44-45
• Acts 3:32-37
• Acts 11:27-30
• I Cor 16:1-4
• II Cor 8:7-15

Based on these examples, what can we conclude about 1) why the church collects 
money and 2) how the church collects money?

Does the Church Collect Money?
• Acts 4:35, 37, they collected money at the apostles feet.
• I Cor 16:2, no more collections when Paul comes.  Already collected.

This isn’t just individual christians giving to each other, but rather the christians pooling 
their donations together in one collected pile for the leaders of the church to spend and 
distribute appropriately (Acts 6, the widows were being fed).



Why the Church Collects Money?
If our church is collecting money, we better know why we are collecting it.  What have 
these scriptures revealed to us about why we collect money?

Specific Needs:
• In all these passages, the church was collecting money for a specific and 

premeditated purpose.  
• The church didn’t collect money for the sake of collecting money.  They collected 

money to pay for a specific expense.
• Should a church collect money without spending it?  Should a church build a bank 

account without any purpose, direction, or use for the money?
• Sometimes churches can collect tens of thousands of dollars, and have no 

intention to spend it.  This is not why the church is intended to collect money.

Sometimes, churches just think they are supposed to collect money.  Sometimes 
Christians think they’re just supposed to give money.  We do this on a weekly basis, and 
if we aren’t collecting money for a specific purpose, we end up missing the point 
of why the church is supposed to collect money in the first place.  

• The collection is NOT:
• A weekly church membership fee

• Some obligatory small tip you need to pay for being at/ in the church
• To invest in the church as if it’s a company we’re building
• Paying taxes to God

• It isn’t “giving back to God” for the sake of giving back to God.  We are 
giving to the church.  We are giving to each other.

The collection isn’t the end, but the means to the end.  Collecting money for no purpose 
is pointless.  Let’s not just give to our church, but let’s give for a purpose.

What Specific Needs?
• Needy saints.

• It is very clear in the passages previously read that church collected money to 
give to saints in need.

• Poor Christians (consider the Jews who came to Jerusalem for Pentecost 
and ended up staying there because of their conversion to Christ.  They 
would’ve needed some financial help)

• Christians in other regions suffering from famine
• Widows with no one to take care of them

• Supporting evangelist
• I Cor 9:14: So the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their 

living from the gospel
• Phi 4:15-16: You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first 

preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in 



the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica 
you sent a gift more than once for my needs

• Need to be legit needs
• The Bible makes it clear that Christians aren’t supposed to collect money to pay 

for unnecessary and unjustified expenses.  Sometimes, the church would have 
to say, “This is not an expense that we are going to use our collected money 
for”.

• I Tim 5:3-6, 9-11
• The church isn’t supposed to be burdened to the point of suffering because of 

others not doing what they need to do.
• II Cor 8:13-14: For this is not for the ease of others and for your affliction, 

but by way of equality— at this present time your abundance being a supply 
for their need, so that their abundance also may become a supply for your 
need, that there may be equality

Giving to Christians.  Worshipping God.
• II Cor 9:5: So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on 

ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, so 
that the same would be ready as a bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness

• The collected money is going to be a gift/ blessing for other Christians
• Phi 4:18: But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am 

amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant 
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well- pleasing to God

• Look how this gift was given to Paul

• What is the result of Christians giving to each other?
• II Cor 8:24: Therefore openly before the churches, show them the proof of your 

love and of our reason for boasting about you
• II Cor 9:13-15: Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God 

for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the 
liberality of your contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on 
your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift

• We don’t give to God in the sense that He doesn’t receive our money.  The Christians 
receive the money, but God is worshipped while and because we give.

• Phi 4:18
• II Cor 9:12: For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of 

the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God

What are Not Specific Needs?
• Taking away the responsibility of individual Christians



• I Tim 6:4, 8, 16: Not taking responsibilities of Christians to take care of their 
own people individually

• II Thess 3:10-12: Not taking the responsibility of Christians to work to support 
themselves

• Not to feed the poor of the world
• There is no verse that says not to.  Every example of the Christians collecting 

their money as a church is always used to support the saints.
• There were many hungry people in Jerusalem during the famine, but the saints 

provided for the saints.
• Not to take away individual responsibility of Christian to provide for poor in 

world (give to church and to poor, don’t give to church and let the church 
take away your responsibility to help the poor).

• Not to make social programs to solve the worlds problems
• Hunger
• Sickness
• Hospitals
• Legislation and government reforms

What was the main focus in Acts 6 when the widows needed food??
• Acts 6:2-4: So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It 

is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 
Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of 
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word

The work of the church is to spread the gospel.  We just don’t see the church gathering 
money to solve these global social problems of the age.  Are we going to go beyond 
scripture and decide the church needs to be involved in works today that the first 
century church wasn’t involved in?

How the Church Collects Money?
Now we know why the church collects money, so let’s consider how the Bible reveals 
the church should collect money.

From Christians:
• The church collects money from it’s own members, christians.  The church collects 

money from Christians.
• I Cor 16:2: each Christian puts aside and saves a certain amount
• II Cor 8:1-2: gave even when poor
• Acts 2:45: they would sell possessions to get money if they didn’t have any to 

give
• The church does NOT collect money from the world



• Church asks the lost to give?!  If you aren’t a member of the church, there’s no 
reason for you to give (you won’t benefit, won’t see the money again and it 
doesn’t really benefit you before God).  If you visit a church and they expect 
visitors or nonchristians to give money, get out of there quick.  That is not the 
Biblical pattern.

• Fundraisers, bake sales?  
• Scripture reveals collection of donations from Christians, not proceeds from 

sales.  
• If the church organizes sales that intend to keep the profit to be put in the 

church’s treasury for certain uses, then who is giving their money to the 
church?  The lost!  

• God isn’t interested in the church collecting money from sales from 
nonchristians.  God wants Christians to give!

• The Christians sold things though.  Individual Christians can sell items like 
possessions or land, and then give that money to the church, but for the 
church to set up a sale and collect those proceeds is to go beyond scripture.

Voluntary Giving:
• Giving is voluntary

• II Cor 8:3: For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, 
they gave of their own accord

• Acts 5:4: While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed 
in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.

• They didn’t have to sell or give the money.
• II Cor 8:7-10

• The Corinthian church volunteered to give to Jerusalem.
It’s commanded that we need to give if we want to enter into the kingdom of heaven

• Lk 12:33:  Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts 
which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near 
nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also

But the specific application of how and when we give is up to us.  God gives us the 
principle as a generic command.  We then determine voluntarily as individuals in what 
ways we will fulfill this command.  No one else determines that for us.

• The amount we give is voluntary
• II Cor 9:7:

• The amount we give is voluntary.  It’s up to the individual of how much to 
give.

• If anyone tells you to pay a certain amount, or to pay tithes, get away 
because that’s not the Biblical example at all.

• Tithing was a specific command in the Law.  The amount a Christian needs 
to give is not predetermined or specifically stated by God or man.



Proof that church isn’t about raising large amounts of money.  God saves a bunch of 
poor people and tells them to donate voluntarily as much as they think is appropriate.  
That’s not a good way to make money.  God is not interested in the church being a 
money making machine.  God is interested in the church giving to each other to supply 
each other’s needs.

Proportionate Giving:
• The amount that God is expecting us to give is proportionate to our means.

• I Cor 16:2: On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and 
save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come

• II Cor 8:12: For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a 
person has, not according to what he does not have

Predetermined Giving:
• We already have specific purpose for giving in mind.
• We already know how much we are prospering.
• We determine ahead of time how much we consider appropriate to give (II Cor 9:7)
• We don’t purpose according to how much is currently in our pocket.
• We don’t just give a random amount of cash.
• We consider how much we prosper, and determine before hand what proportion of 

our finances we can give, and are prepared to give that amount beforehand.

Logistics of Giving
• I Cor 16:1-4

• The church knew of a specific need to help the hungry in Jerusalem, and they 
were committed to give financial aid to the saints there.

• This would be a large expense that they wouldn’t be able to provide out of 
pocket.

• Paul directs them, as he directs other churches, that each individual saves up 
some each Sunday, and that it is collected together.

Paul directs the Corinthians church to do this.  Is this the Lord’s command and all 
churches need to follow this specific pattern?  Not completely conclusive, but definitely 
serves very good logistical example for us to follow.

When do we give?
• First day of the week

• Why?  They were already meeting to break bread (Acts 20:7), was convenient 
time to collect money also.



• During worship?
• No evidence that suggests that.
• The mindset of giving is worship, but the placing of the money in the basket is 

not worship in the same way singing a song is worship.
• The collection itself is not worship, therefore the money does not need to be 

collected during a worship service.
• There is no example of the actual collection itself being considered worship 

(Acts 2:42, I Cor 14).


