
The Second Coming of Christ

Introduction

I Thess 4:13-18: Comfort
Those outside of Christ

• Being outside of Christ
• If we don’t believe in Christ, we are outside of Him.
• II Thess 1:8 describes them as “those who do not know God or obey the gospel”.
• Those who die outside of Jesus, will die in sin

• “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you 
will die in your sins” (Jn 8:24)

• These have no hope
• Imagine if this life is the best thing existence has to offer.  Life is already exceedingly 

difficult and vain, and there is nothing else better than what you are presently 
experiencing.

• In fact, not only do those outside of Christ have nothing good to hope for, they have 
something terrible to dread.

• What will happen to those who die outside of Christ?
• “The Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out 

retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of His power” (II Thess 1:7-8)

• They will receive retribution from God (vs 8).
• They will receive affliction from God (vs 6).
• They will receive a penalty

• Eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord and the glory of His power 
(vs 9).

• What will that penalty be like?
• God is love; imagine this world with no love.
• God is the giver all every good gift; imagine this world with no good gifts.

• Those who determined to live this life outside of Christ determine their own destiny to 
be eternally apart from God and everything that He is.

Those fallen asleep in Christ
• Being in Christ

• To be in Christ means to obey His commandments
• “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love.” (Jn 15:10)

• II Thess 1:8 implicitly shows that those in Christ know God and obey the gospel.
• Those who die while in Christ, have fallen asleep in Christ.

• These have hope
• They don’t need to grieve (I Thess 4:13).
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• This life is the worst there is, and if only gets better after this.
• What will happen to those who die in Christ?

• They will rise again like Christ.
• God will bring them with Him (vs 14).
• “When He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who 

have believed.” (II Thess 1:10)
• The saints will see His glory.
• The saints will be the ones who glorify Him.
• They will marvel at His power.

• Unlike those who die outside of Christ to be eternally separate from Him, those who die 
in Christ are always to be with Him (vs 17).

• Imagine perfect love all the time.
• Imagine an endless supply of good gifts, and being able to be with that giver.
• That’s what it is to be eternally with our God, always.

How does this work?
• 15

• When Christ comes, there will be those who have already died in Christ, and those who 
are in Christ and still alive.

• Those who have died in Christ will be joined to the Lord before those who are still alive.
• 16

• Jesus will descend from heaven
• Shout of archangel
• Trumpet of God

• Then the dead in Christ are raised to meet Christ
• 17

• After that, those who are still alive will be caught up to meet the resurrected in the air
• Both will be with the Lord always.

Comfort one another with these words
• The second coming of Christ is comforting for those who are in Him

• Those who are dead
• We will see them again
• They will be resurrected to be with the Lord always

• Those who are dying
• We will see them again
• The suffering will soon end
• They are going to a better place

• Those who are alive
• The suffering of this world is temporary
• The best is yet to come

• The second coming is NOT comforting to those who are outside of Him
• There is no hope for anything better
• You are not magically in Christ just because you die
• Death is inescapable and permanent
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I Thess 5:1-8: Exhortation
• 1-2:

• We don’t know when Christ is coming back
• They didn’t need to be told about when Christ was coming  back, because there’s not 

much to tell, and what there is to tell, He already told them.
• Christ will come back like a thief in the night; at an unknown, unexpected time.

• If Christ is going to come back at an unknown and unexpected time, how much effort should 
we put into finding out when Christ is coming back?  

• None!  Because we’ll never find out!  
• That defeats the purpose of it being  an unexpected time.

There is a lot of hype about the signs of the present time and ascertaining the time of 
Christ’s return.  This is all unscriptural and unfruitful.  Don’t get wrapped up in such hype.

• Why won’t Christ disclose the time of His return?
• If we knew when Christ was coming back, we would be tempted to do last minute 

“works” to save us.  
• Such works won’t save us.
• Since the time of Christ’s return is unknown, that method is not an option, and thus we 

won’t be tempted by it.
• Instead, we are forced to the only viable option, which is to live a faithful life prepared to 

meet Christ as whatever time He returns.

• Stop worrying about WHEN Christ is coming back, and begin focusing on being PREPARED 
WHENEVER Christ returns.

The sons of night and darkness
• Who are the sons of night and darkness?

• These do what is appropriate for the night.
• Sleep: spiritual indifference

• Ignorant
• Misled by falsehood (false beliefs, religions, false “Christianity”)
• Not loving, seeking, obeying the truth
• Not worshipping or serving God

• Drunk: immorality
• Involved in immorality and selfish sin
• Impurity
• Greed
• Anger
• Pride

• They are not prepared
• Preaching peace and safety

• Knowing they aren’t prepared, they convince themselves that everything is ok so that 
they won’t suffer fear and stress.

• They are assured that everything is ok by believing that destruction will never come 
regardless of their actions.

• They don’t need to repent
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• They don’t need to believe in ONE God
• There is not God

• The result
• Destruction will come upon them like a woman in childbirth

• You are certain the moment of birth is coming eventually, but you don’t know exactly 
when.

• The second coming of Christ is compared to childbirth because:
• It is inevitable
• There is absolute evidence that it will happen, but we don’t know when
• It is crippling
• It is inescapable

• Those who are comfortably living outside of Christ are kind of like pregnant women who 
don’t make preparations because they convince themselves that they are never going to 
give birth.

• This is rather foolish

Everyone has the opportunity to be prepared.   There is no excuse for anyone to be 
unprepared.  No one who is unprepared will escape or have another chance.

The sons of day and light
• They are prepared

• The sons of light will not be overtaken because you are prepared.
• How are they prepared?

• Alert: spiritual mindedness
• Knowledgable of truth
• Learning more
• Praying
• Worshipping
• Not materialistic
• Sacrificial
• Committed

• Sober: obedient
• Not living in immorality, selfishness, pride, anger, greed.
• Giving
• Pure
• Serving
• Righteous

• Wearing the armor of God
• Faith

• Growing in own faith
• Professing the faith to others

• Love
• Loving God
• Loving others

• Hope of salvation
• Grateful that you’ve been saved
• Hopeful that you’re going to be saved
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• This is what it means to be prepared.  Are you prepared?

Conclusion: I Thess 5:9-10
God hasn’t given us a test He designed for us to fail.
His plan is that we will be saved.
Anyone who wants to be with Christ for eternity CAN.
They simply need to:

• Know God
• Made available by information in the Bible, and possible when we obey what the Bible 

says.
• Obey the gospel

• Made available by information in the Bible, and possible when we obey what the Bible 
says.

• Be prepared
• Alert: be spiritually minded
• Sober: be obedient
• Wearing the armor of God: living in faith, love, and hope

Would you be afraid of Christ coming today?  That’s a sign you are outside of Him and 
unprepared.  Those in Him anxiously await Him. 

“In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not 
only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (II Tim 4:8)
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