
Understanding Godly Anger

Introduction:
• We typically think of jealousy being a wrong thing, however,

• God is jealous for us:
• “For you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 

jealous God” (Ex 34:14)
• God owns us and has right over us.  He has a righteous jealousy over us.

• That means we can be jealous under certain circumstances as well
• “I feel a divine jealousy for you, for I betrothed you to one husband, to present 

you as a pure virgin to Christ” (II Cor 11:2)
• When is jealousy ok?  When it’s godly jealousy.

• The same thing applies to anger.
• God has anger:

• “God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation everyday”
• God is just and therefore has righteous just anger towards sin.

• This means we can have anger as well
• “For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what 

eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what 
zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in 
the matter” (II Cor 7:11)

• When is anger ok?  When it’s godly anger

Now let’s understand God’s anger so we will know how to apply that in our own lives.

What is Godly Anger?
Moses and the Golden Calf:

• Ex 32:7-10: the people were committing idolatry, so God wanted to destroy them
• Ex 32:11-14: Moses prays, and God doesn’t destroy the people
• Ex 32:15-20: When Moses sees the sin of the people, he becomes angry

At first Moses didn’t have godly anger
What changed?  He experienced the sin from God’s point of view.
Then he shared in God’s anger.  



Godly anger is being angry at the same things that make God angry
• If it angers God, it’s allowed to anger us.  This is godly anger.
• What does God get angry about?  Sin.

Benefits of Godly Anger:
EX: Kids make fun of each other’s moms because it’s a good way to get them really 
mad really fast.  They love their mom, so if you make fun of their mom that’s like the 
worst thing you can do.  Imagine if one kid says, “Your momma’s so fat...”, and the other 
kid responds, “You’re telling me!”

Godly anger testifies of a personal relationship with God:
• The fact that the hurtful insult had no affect on the kid testifies that he has no real 

relationship with his mother.  
• “What do I care if you call her fat?  I don’t like her anyway.”  Does this describe 

our relationship with God?  

• If we really care about God, we are going to be upset when people sin against 
Him, because we know this hurts Him.

• Moses felt God’s pain when he saw the people worshipping the idol.  “HOW DARE 
YOU FORSAKE MY GOD?!”  

• We need to be close enough to God that we are angered when He is disrespected. 

Godly anger leads us to behave godlier:
• Because the kid didn’t love his mom, he didn’t try to defend her.

[Okay, I admit that in real life the “Christian thing to do” is not take 
revenge, but keep in mind the parabolic nature of this anecdote.]  

• If we really care about God, we will want to fight against the sin around us.
• This means we will be behaving more godly.
• Instead of doing more things to make Him even more angry.

• We will be standing against sin (bad behavior from friends around us, evil tv, 
etc)

• Instead of enjoying that wickedness.
• Let’s be angry about sin with God.



Godly anger is pleasing to Him:
• If the kid doesn’t defend his mom, but instead joins in making fun of his mom as 

well, imagine if the mom overheard that.  How would she feel?  Hurt because she 
knows her son doesn’t really care about her.

• Godly anger against sin proves to God that we care about Him, and that is 
pleasing to Him

• Indifference towards sin shows that we don’t care about Him, and that is frustrating 
to Him.

• Num 25:11-12; godly anger being pleasing to God
• I Cor 10:22; indifference to sin is testing God

Let’s be pleasing children and show to Him that we care about Him by being angry at 
sin just as He is angry at sin.

Limitations of Godly Anger
We can have godly anger, but we need to remember that we aren’t God.  Though we 
should be angry at sin, we need to let God tell us what we should do about it.

Make sure it us godly anger, and not personal anger
• Jonah 4:1; Jonah was mad that God didn’t destroy the Ninevites.

• This was personal anger against His enemies
• It wasn’t godly anger against their sin.
• Personal anger is sin.

• If someone steals from you, be mad that someone is STEALING, but not 
mad that their stealing from YOU. 

• Godly anger is 100% impersonal because the offense isn’t against us, it’s 
against God.

How can I tell the difference between personal anger and godly anger?
1. Are you equally angry about sins committed against others as the sins committed 

against you?
2. Does the anger lead you to godly behavior, or vengeance

• If you are being tempted to do sinful acts of vengeance, you are struggling with 
personal anger.

• This is why Eph 4:26 says be angry, but don’t sin.  Win the battle against 
personal anger so it doesn’t lead you to do sinful acts of vengeance.



What authority do we have?
• Phinehas had the authority to exercise capitol punishment against the adulterers.  

That was stated under the law.
• What authority do we have today?  What should we do with our godly anger?

Don’t have authority to disobey Jesus’ commands because of godly anger
• We can’t disobey Jesus’ teaching in the name of godly anger.

• GodHatesFags website.  A church website.
• Is homosexuality sinful?  Yes.  Does it anger God?  Yes.  Should it anger us?  

Yes.  
• Should we be cruel and abusive?  No.

• Mat 5:22, 43
• We need to love our enemies.
• People sinning against God doesn’t give us the right to sin against them.

We need to remember who the judge is
• II Tim 4:1; Christ is the judge.
• I Cor 5:12, we don’t judge outsiders.  That’s God’s job.

• We need to be hurt about the sins being committed, but there’s nothing we’re 
supposed to do against the sinners besides try to bring them to Christ.

• God will judge them.  He will execute justice over them.
• We fight against sin, we have no authority to do anything against the sinners.

• I Cor 5:12; we do judge those within the church
• This is the only authority to act upon our godly anger against sin.
• We don’t allow a so called brother to blaspheme the Lord by living in deliberate 

sin.  We take action against that.
• It’s not because personal sins against us, it’s because of their sins against God.  

Show love to the Lord with godly anger
It’s a way to have a relationship with Him
Pray about it.  Meditate about it.
Fight against sin, stand against it.

Others?  How about yourself?

II Cor 7:12

Accept Jesus for the wrath of God.


