
Trusting in God’s Judgment

God’s Judgment is Strict and Severe
• Verses about judgment:

• Mat 7:13-14: Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who enter through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow 
that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

• Lk 13:23: And someone said to Him, “Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?” And He 
said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able.”

• Mat 22:11-14: “But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who 
was not dressed in wedding clothes, and he *said to him, ‘ Friend, how did you come in here 
without wedding clothes? ’ And the man was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. ’ For many are called, but few are chosen.

• Heb 10:26-27, 30-31: For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of 
A fire which will consume the adversaries … For we know Him who said, “ Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay.” And again, “ The Lord will judge His people.” It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.

• Examples of God’s Judgement in the OT
• I Sam 15:2-3: Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he 

set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt. Now go and strike Amalek 
and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, 
child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.

• God’s Judgment is strict and severe
• Many lost.
• Few saved.
• Even people who think they are saved will be lost.
• The lost will be severely punished.

We Might Not Like God’s Severe Judgement
• We might not like this, and question God’s judgment

1. Is it fair that so many people are lost?
• What if they were ignorant?  Bushes in Africa that never heard?
• What if they were misled?  Sincere Catholic that prayed to Mary.

2. Is it fair for these people to suffer?
• They weren’t that bad.  Wasn’t a criminal.  Didn’t cheat on spouse.
• They did lots of good things too.  They helped their community.

3. Was it fair for God to kill all those people in the OT
• Women and children?
• Were they really that bad?
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• We aren’t alone
• Abraham (Gen 18:20-33)

• Abraham didn’t want the wicked cities of Sodom & Gomorrah to be destroyed.
• He prayed that God would save the ENTIRE city on behalf of only ten.
• Abraham said he was concerned about God killing the righteous along with the wicked 

(Gen 18:23), so why didn’t Abraham ask God to just save all the righteous?  Because 
Abraham didn’t want all the wicked to die either.

• Moses (Ex 32:9-14)
• Moses questions God for being angry.
• Moses tells God it wouldn’t make sense to kill the Israelites.  Instead, it would be a bad 

idea because it would make God look weak.
• Moses knew good and well how frustrating the people could be, but he still wanted 

God to forgive them.

• This sentiment is normal
• It is comforting to know that our righteous fathers felt the same way
• We are human, and it’s easier for us to relate and understand our fellow man and his 

perspective, then God and God’s perspective.
• This will make us want God to be more lenient on the rest of mankind.
• This tendency, though not evil in nature, can lead to some problems.

• Danger of rejecting God’s severe judgment
• We want God to be more lenient, so we deceive ourselves into believing that God’s 

judgment is not as strict as it says in scripture.
• If we do that, we will have many problems:

1. No strong stance against sin
• Lie: If God isn’t really going to judge sin, then we don’t really need to repent.
• Truth: Eph 5:6-7: Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things 

the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with 
them.

2. No strong stand for the truth
• Lie: If God is going to save people who have “good intentions” regardless of what 

they believe, then we don’t have to help people properly understand the truth.
• Truth: Gal 1:8-9: But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, 
so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, 
he is to be accursed.

• Mind you, this false gospel was merely telling people they had to be circumcised. 
3. No desire for evangelism

• Lie: If people are going to be saved even if they don’t believe in Jesus, then there’s 
really no need for us to teach them about Jesus.

• Truth: Acts 4:12: And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.

Whether we like it or not, if we are not willing to believe the truth about God’s severe 
judgment, we’re not really going to be acting like Christians at all.
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Why Don’t We Like God’s Severe Judgment?
• We relate to humans more than God

• As previously said, it’s easier to relate to fellow humans because we understand them 
better.  

• Therefore, we don’t understand God’s judgment well because we don’t understand Him 
well, nor His perspective.

1. The world’s sins are not against us
• We are not offended by the world’s sins, because the world is not sinning against us.
• We expect God to patiently deal with everyone sinning against Him, but as soon as 

someone sins against us, we expect God to bring justice immediately.
• EX: Jeremiah

• Jeremiah didn’t want God to judge Judah
• Jer 5:4: Then I said, “They are only the poor, they are foolish; for they do not know the way 

of the Lord or the ordinance of their God.”
• Jer 14:19: Have You completely rejected Judah?  Or have You loathed Zion?  Why have 

You stricken us so that we are beyond healing?  We waited for peace, but nothing good 
came; and for a time of healing, but behold, terror.

• Until Jeremiah personally suffered from Judah’s sins as God did
• Jer 15:15: You who know, O Lord, remember me, take notice of me, and take vengeance 

for me on my persecutors.  Do not, in view of Your patience, take me away; know that for 
Your sake I endure reproach.

• What if we were suffering persecution instead of living a nice cozy life?
• Rev 6:9-10: When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those 

who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had 
maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ How long, O Lord, holy and true, will 
You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth.

If the world was sinning against us, we would better relate to the need for justice.

2. We don’t see how bad sin really is
• We don’t think sin needs to be judged because we don’t see sin as being that bad.

• We don’t see how bad sin really is.
• We don’t see how much sin there really is.

• EX: Moses
• Moses was wanting God to pardon the people, but look how Moses’ attitude changed 

when he saw first hand what the people were doing.
• Ex 32:19-20: It came about, as soon as Moses came near the camp, that he saw the calf and 

the dancing; and Moses’ anger burned, and he threw the tablets from his hands and shattered 
them at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf which they had made and burned it with fire, 
and ground it to powder, and scattered it over the surface of the water and made the sons of 
Israel drink it.

• Ex: 32:25-28: Now when Moses saw that the people were out of control—for Aaron had let 
them get out of control to be a derision among their enemies— then Moses stood in the gate of 
the camp, and said, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered 
together to him. He said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Every man of you put 
his sword upon his thigh, and go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every 
man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor. ’” So the sons of Levi 
did as Moses instructed, and about three thousand men of the people fell that day.

�3



• We don’t see how bad sin really is.
• We aren’t perfectly holy, so sin does’t seem to be so evil.

• We don’t see how much sin there really is.
• We aren’t looking at every single human in every single moment.
• We don’t know the secret actions, and thoughts of every person.

If we saw sin the way God does, we would better relate to the need for judgment.
• Rev 19:1-3: After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 

saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; because His judgments are 
true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her 
immorality, and HE has avenged the blood of His bond- servants on her.” And a second time they 
said, “ Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever.

What Should We Do?
1. Keep teaching the truth about God’s judgement

• We can’t allow ourselves to be deceived by our wishful thinking.  We need to hold to the 
truth.

• I Cor 6:9-10: Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor 
thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.

2. Keep striving to understand God’s perspective
• We need to continue to become less physical, and more spiritual.
• We need to focus on things above, until we can view this world from God’s perspective.  

Only then can we begin to understand why God does what He does.
3. Don’t try to be the judge

• Often we find ourselves trying to decide if these people out there are saved or lost.  That’s 
not our business.  We are not the judges.

• Jms 4:11-12: Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or 
judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not 
a doer of the law but a judge of it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to 
save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor.

• Don’t worry about people not around you.  Deal with the people around you.  People you 
can get to know and talk to (don’t worry about every Catholic.  Worry about your next door 
neighbor who is Catholic).

4. Trust
• We will not have God’s perfect perspective, and we will not have all the answers in this 

life.  We need to trust.
• Abraham faith: God gave Abe a son in old age, therefore, Abe believed that God could 

raise Isaac from the dead.
• Something known makes you trust in the unknown.
• Rom 8: 32: He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not 

also with Him freely give us all things.
• If God sent Jesus to die in our place, we know He will be fair.  We don’t know how He will 

judge, but we know it will be fair.
• No matter what, on judgement day, you will agree with God.

5. Evangelize
• If you don’t want God to judge people, then you need to evangelize.
• II Cor 5:20-21: Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 

through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
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